1
Welcome to the MARCH 2012... issue of Minster Matters The
Editors accept all advertisements, articles and notices in good
faith and actively encourage the support of the local traders
and services. However, we cannot be held responsible for the
quality of goods or services offered.
Please mention the magazine when replying to advertisers.
The magazine and CD are published eleven times a year, at
the beginning of each month, from February to December,
inclusive.
Views expressed herein are strictly those of their author and
do not necessarily agree with those of the Editor and/or the
editorial team.
MM Subscriptions
Copies of the Magazine or CD are now available on
subscription to all non residents, worldwide.
Payments are in advance
To a UK postal address :Single Issue £1.60
Annually (11 issues) £15.00
Costs to an overseas address are available on request, and
we will be pleased to quote for this service.
MINSTER PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
This month’s meeting: Tuesday 6th March @ 7pm Members of
the public are welcome to attend and can arrange to speak to
the Council through the Clerk or by requesting the Chairman
before the start of the meeting. Copies of the Agenda are
available from the Clerk and are posted in the Library. Clerk to
the Council is Mrs Kyla Lamb and the Council Office is
normally open from:- 9.30 am - 12 noon weekdays; tel: 821
339 fax: 825 269 Email: clerk@minsterparishcouncil.org.uk
The next meeting will be Tuesday 3rd April at 7pm.
.
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EDITORIAL
Are you sure it’s a month since I wrote this column last, it
certainly doesn’t feel like it.

We thought we could go back to 28 pages this month, but
articles kept on a coming and we ended up with another
bumper 32 page issue for your perusal.
Thank you to everyone who commented on the new print
format, it was good to hear so many people say how much
better it is.
I’ve no doubt some of you have heard that Steve Taylor our
previous Community Warden has been pretty unwell of late, if
fact it has been a very traumatic time for all his family as he
was recently diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.
However he is undergoing treatment and has just completed
his third course of Chemo, not without the usual side effects of
hair loss, in fact a bald head quite suits him.
He has now come to terms with his illness and is quite happy
for everyone to know just what is the matter. On his good days
he sometimes finds time to come out to the village and partake
of a bit of conversation and maybe a cuppa, as he is still very
much interested in how we are all keeping. I am sure you’ll
agree that we all wish him and his family all the very best and
that the Chemo does the trick and puts it into recession
anytime soon.
Now on a really sad note, John Weller, of St Mildreds
Road,who delivered magazines for us for quite a few years
along Freemans Road, has sadly passed away. We here at
MM send his wife Pamela and his family our sincerest
condolences at this sad time and if there is anything we can do
please get in touch.
We are down one member of our team again as our ‘new boy’
and advert guru Keith has left us for personal reasons. We
were sorry to see him go and wish him well in whatever he
plans to do next. So now we’re looking for another volunteer to
take his place. More about the position can be read on page
18 of this issue.
The Show the committee are also in need of volunteers, see
their plea elsewhere in this issue. A good opportunity to ‘get
involved’ in village life, so don’t be shy and hide your light
under a barrel, contact a committee member and see how you
can help.
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Urgent Appeal
Cats in Crisis Thanet would love to receive bags of cat litter.
We have 150
cats and use an awful lot of cat litter!
Please ring Linda on 821132 or mobile 07968 036307 and we
will collect, can also be left with Karen in Attwells.
A huge thank you to all who have donated in the past and all
those (hopefully) in the future.

Minster Matters ……We are in need of recruiting a volunteer
who is computer literate and would be willing to learn how to
use Serif Pageplus, or someone who already knows a bit
about this software, to come and join our small team to visit the
businesses in the village who advertise with us and obtain
updates for their adverts, followed up by making the necessary
changes in the magazine.
If you are interested you would need to be available during the
day of the week leading up to the 3rd Friday of each month
(except December) and the Monday evening of the same
week for an editorial meeting.
It is not an arduous task, in fact it can be quite rewarding, but it
can also be a bit of a lengthy process, getting approval for new
artwork and ensuring that they are completed in time for
publication.
We can’t offer you any pay, but we can offer you a great team
to work with all of whom are willing to help out as and when
necessary.
Interested? Then please contact Ray (editor) directly email:
rayowen@gmail.com
PS You don’t actual y need to have access to a computer at
home as we offer that facility, for use at our office, above the
library.

MINSTER-IN-THANET WI
Members listened with great interest to a talk by John Nicholls
about his life and work as a boat builder and fisherman. They
learnt much about the different kinds of local fish and fishing
grounds and the way modern quotas are affecting both local
fish stocks and the livelihood of inshore fishermen.
There was also some discussion about wind farm
development and the effect on the sea bed, currents and fish
breeding grounds.

Some members recently enjoyed an evening at Sittingbourne
Dog Racing Track and others will soon be going on a trip to
see the Alan Titchmarsh Show being produced.
Tickets for our Wine and Wisdom evening with ploughman's
supper are still available from Ann Wilks, tel. 01843 821152
4

MINSTER ARMBOUTS CAPPEL

TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Our plans are really coming together for celebrations of the
Anniversary and Fun Day, so do not forget to come and join us.
Menus are being agreed for our meal with the French at the
Anniversary celebrations so if folk are interested in helping us
raise funds in this way, and dining with our French
counterparts, please make contact. A hub of activity is planned
at the village hall end of Minster.
Boot fair charges at Fun Day will be £10.00 per pitch, so do
not forget we start at noon and do not expect “booters” (or us)
to get up too early!
Any village organisations who are interested in taking part or
offering even a little time would be welcomed. This is a village
event but run by The Twinning Association so all are welcome.
Look out for details of race night so that we can continue to
have fun and raise funds!
A Few enquiries were received about the French conversation
and Alex is kindly coordinating this. New interest is always
welcome so please do not hesitate to contact us. Watch this
space for further reports.
Dates for your diary are:-

27 May 2012:- 12 noon onwards Anniversary Celebrations at
the Village Hall

03 June 2012:- 12 noon onwards Fun Day with a Royal
Jubilee flavour 24 June 2012:- Giants Day in France.
A contingent from Twinning will be travelling over, hopefully with
our Giant.
As the coach arranged for the last trip lost money, we are
hoping that villagers will make their own travel arrangements,
but it would be nice to offer a proper village presence and we
would be willing to help in co-ordination of this.

Our next committee meeting is Wednesday 14 March at
7.30 p m at the RBL Club if anyone would like to attend
as a visitor.
SANTA PICS STILL TO BE COLLECTED AT ATTWELLS
We’ve still got some Santa photos left at Attwells from late
night shopping.
Please take a minute to visit us and collect - they are free!!!

Thanks, Karen.
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HELP NEEDED AT MINSTER
SHOW
Help out at Minster Show or “How to get involved in Village life
– even if you’ve never considered it before”!!
This year the long-standing, and wonderful, Tracy, has stepped
back from being Show Tent Secretary. The Committee are
looking for someone to step forward and help with this vital role
for the Show. Tracy, Christine and the rest of us will be there to
support you.
You will need patience, time and organisation skills. The tasks
include contacting judges, being around for the Show launch,
checking cards for the Show Tent, making up the clip boards
for the judges, keep master copy of results, coping with
pressure of people in the Tent asking questions and having a
laugh (plus the odd glass of something).
If you are interested, contact – Karen in Atwells, Christine at
the British Legion or Dominique (821795). Failing that contact
the editor here at MM.
Another job that needs doing, because we are increasingly
concerned about safety, is ‘People Management’ in St
Mildred’s Road. This is narrow for floats and isn’t helped by
members of the public walking alongside them. The idea now
is to filter the general public into using the footpath to the
bottom of St Mildreds into Petts Crescent and enter the field
via the lower gate. Again anyone prepared to do this please
step forward.

SALVATION ARMY FRIENDSHIP
CLUB
11 TOTHILL STREET, MINSTER
The Friendship Club meets every Monday afternoon at 2.15pm
for Over 60s to enjoy a time of friendship. We believe laughter
is good for us and that we are not too old to have fun. We start
with a cup of tea followed by quizzes, games and different
speakers. Some things to look forward to very soon:
▪ A talk from Kate Humphreys on her trip in Africa
▪ A talk from Maurice Cattor who was in the resistance during
the last war
▪ A talk by Anne Cattor bringing to life her trails in other
countries
▪ A sound-a-like George Formby by Major Alan Austin ®
▪ Local flower and fauna specialist Don Wilks The meetings
are open to anyone over the age of 60. Come along and enjoy
membership of the Friendship Club – a bargain for only 50p a
week!

For further details Contact: Friendship Club Secretary
Alec Hall 01843 835579 or Captains Bryn & Lyn
Hargreaves 01843 825178
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A New Art Gallery for East Kent
A mere seven miles from the beautiful city of Canterbury and
on the main route to the newly opened Turner Contemporary in
Margate stands the new Alexander’s Gallery (pictured right).
Situated just outside the pretty village of Monkton the recently
completed building, designed by architect Ivan Smith, gives
the appearance of a newly converted Kentish Barn and blends
perfectly with its rural surroundings.
Set among the low horizons of Thanet in the furthest corner of
East Kent the gallery provides a wonderfully sympathetic
space for the exhibition of fine paintings.
Concentrating on the more traditional values relating to art and
specifically painting, the gallery could be seen as providing the
perfect antidote to the current ‘idea is everything’ trend in
contemporary art and is set to become a must visit venue on
any serious art circuit.

The gallery is a truly family affair being owned by the renowned
Kentish landscape artist Matthew Alexander and his wife
Patricia. It is managed by their daughter Charlotte, herself a
recent MA graduate in fashion, while their son Joseph runs his
own bespoke framemaking and gilding business close-by and
makes all the framing for the gallery. The gallery is also now
publishing an expanding range of limited edition prints of
Matthew’s latest paintings.
Although primarily conceived as an exhibition space for
Matthew Alexander’s paintings the gallery is at present
building an adventurous exhibition program that will feature
paintings by other invited well known and celebrated artists.
The gallery’s recently launched website has up to date
information regarding forthcoming exhibitions and events and
has a gallery page illustrating the paintings that are currently
hanging in the exhibition.
Exhibition now on: Matthew Alexander ‘Atmosphere and Light‘
featuring a selection of recent paintings and limited edition
prints.

Opening times:
Tuesday to Saturday 10am – 5pm
Alexander’s Gallery, Barn Studio, Canterbury Road,
Monkton, Kent.

CT12 4LH
Tel: (0)1843 821427
info@alexandersgallery.co.uk

www.alexandersgallery.co.uk
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SEMI FINALS FOR CLARA
Local girl, Clara Walsh-Keaney, Miss Minster of 2011, has
won a place in the semi-finals of Miss Teen Great Britain
2012.
Clara, from Cliffsend, has beaten off competition from across
Great Britain to be named one of the semi-finalists. Teenagers
from across Great Britain will compete for the crown in a
spectacular grand final held in Blackpool in September.
The winner of Miss Teen Great Britain will walk away with
some incredible prizes - including £1000!

Minster Library
Just to remind everyone that not only do we have books here,
and if they are not the ones you want we can get them in for
you, we also have Dvds, Talking books, Photocopying, Faxing
and 10 free to use computers with a computer buddy on a
Thursday morning 10.30-12 here to help you get started or
increase your knowledge.
We also have 2 reading groups. The Teen one meets for an
hour at 4.30 on the last Friday of every month.The adult one
meets on the first Thursday of every month for one hour from
6pm.
Every Thursday at 3.30 we have an after school homework
club with a knowledgeable volunteer We allow up to 5 free
computer prints or photocopies for homework..
Every Friday we have Knit and Talk Time come along for a
coffee, a chat and if you like to also do some knitting, there are
experienced knitters happy to offer help.
If you join the health walks which meet at the school on a
Thursday at 9am you can also join them for refreshments after
at the library If you are unable to get to the library due to health
or disability we have volunteers who will bring books to you at
home to find out more or any other queries please ring 01843
821442
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PERFECT FOR POLLINATORS
Perfect for pollinators is a RHS led initiative to encourage
Birds, Bees, Butterflies and all other types of useful insects
back into our gardens. The RHS have a very long list of plants
that we should be considering to help the biodiversity of our
gardens and enable the insect life to flourish and survive.
Their website at www.rhs.org.uk/Gardening/Sustainable-

gardening/
biodiversity-and-the-gardener has some very useful
information on just what we can do to help.
We ALL need to do our bit, whether you have a very small plot
like the editor’s 20’ x 15’ garden or you have a few acres to
keep under control, you can all make a difference.
Take a look at this webpage

www.bigwildlifegarden.org.uk/wildlifegardencompetition maybe your garden could win, entries close on
Sunday 20 May 2012, so there’s still time to get involved Why
not consider the insects when you’re out shopping for plants
this year, take a look at

www.rhs.org.uk/Gardening/Sustainablegardening/pdfs/RHS_Pollinators_PlantList where there is
a huge list of insect friendly plants for you to peruse.
Out and about around the garden centres at the weekend?
Then keep a look out for plants displaying the RHS ‘Perfect for
Pollinators’ logo as shown here and indulge yourself by
purchasing those so marked and thus ‘do your bit’ for nature.
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London Marathon 2012
Carly and Mick Bedwell are running the London Marathon on
22nd April. They are raising money for a very worthwhile
charity called ‘WHIZZ-KIDZ’.
Whizz-Kidz vision statement is that all disabled children’s lives
are full of fun, friendship and hope for an independent future.
Whizz-Kidz aim to provide disabled children and young people
with appropriate mobility equipment.
They also provide wheelchair skills training, advice and
information, opportunities to meet and have fun at local clubs,
and training to help them gain vital skills for life. In addition,
they help the disabled young people gain their first
experiences of the world of work through their work placement
programme in partnership with a wide range of companies
across the UK.
Their strategy includes continued expansion of these services
to ensure that young wheelchair users in every community have
access to sustained support throughout their childhoods.
Importantly, Whizz-Kidz aim to influence at the highest levels of
government to ensure that child mobility and the needs of
disabled children are high on the political agenda.
We have been busy fund raising since making this
commitment including a
‘fun’ dip in the sea on Boxing Day! Yes – it was freezing!!
Please help us to help Whizz-Kidz make a difference to the
lives of young disabled people. No matter how big or small,
please send us a donation towards our target of £1,600.
Alternatively, for those of you who have access to the Internet –
please visit the Just Giving page Carly has set up;

www.justgiving.com/Carly-Bedwell
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2012 - Jubilee Year for Minster Abbey
“A monastery is a place where a person discovers how to
love God with their whole being. It is a place where one’s heart
is gradual y being transformed into the likeness of God. This
is the simple goal of the monastic life.” 2012 is a special year
for the sisters of the Abbey, as well as for HM Queen Elizabeth
ll. It was 75 years ago, in 1937 that nine sisters from the
Benedictine monastery of St. Walburga’s Bavaria, arrived in
Minster to re-establish monastic life after nearly 400 years.
Once again the Abbey became a place of prayer and
dedication to God. We have some events planned for our

jubilee year, and we hope that our neighbours in Minster will
join in our celebrations.
During the year we will be welcoming some of the local
schools allowing the children to discover the significance of our
life and the Abbey to our local history. In this edition of Minster
Matters we are sharing the early history, and the next edition
will relate our more recent history.
Minster Abbey is one of the earliest monastic foundations of
Great Britain. It was at Ebbsfleet, a few miles from Minster that
St. Augustine, sent by Pope Gregory the Great, landed in 597
to begin his mission to the Anglo-Saxon people. Within a few
years of his arrival on the shores of Thanet, Christianity had
spread throughout southern England, and monastic life began
to flourish. Minster was a royal foundation; its foundress and
first abbess was Ermenburga or Domneva, a greatgranddaughter of King Ethelbert of Kent. Two of her younger
brothers had been murdered as a result of a political dispute at
the court of their cousin Egbert, King of Kent. Instead of
claiming the customary blood money or
‘wergild’ for the murder of her brothers, Domneva asked the
repentant King for land on which she could build a house of
prayer.
The name Minster is derived from the first “mynster” or
monasterium/monastery built on the site of the Parish Church
of St. Mary the Virgin by Domneva in 670 AD. Her daughter
Mildred became the second Abbess. She was one of the best
loved Anglo-Saxon Saints and is the patron saint of Thanet.
Edburga was the third Abbess of Minster.
During her time a monastic church, dedicated to Saints Peter
and Paul, was built on the present site of the Abbey. The
monastery was repeatedly attacked and eventually destroyed
during the Viking raids of the 9th and 10th centuries.
Excavations in the 1930’s uncovered the foundations of these
buildings.
The history of the foundation of Minster Abbey is well
documented in the old chronicles, and supported by several
charters of the Kings of Kent.
In 1027 the deserted property was given to the Abbey of St
Augustine Abbey in Canterbury and the monastery was rebuilt.
Its oldest section, the 11
Saxon Wing, with a small chapel is still used by the present
community.
The monks resumed the life of prayer, and rebuilt the
monastery church as well as the parish church, which became
known as “the Cathedral of the Marshes”.

For many years, the monks of Minster Abbey served as priests
in parishes of Thanet. Together with their tenants they farmed
the land; the grain collected as tithes was stored in the great
twelfth century barn at Minster. An East grange was built (at the
present site of Durlock) to accommodate guests and those on
pilgrimage to the shrine of St.
Thomas of Canterbury. The south wing of the Abbey was
added within a 100 years of the Norman Conquest in 1066.
“The Norman Wing” also remains standing and Minster Abbey
is considered to be possibly the oldest inhabited house in the
country. The Abbey was home to the monks for over 500
years. At the time of the reformation when the monks were
forced to leave, it passed into private hands.
In 1937, when the Benedictine community of St. Walburga in
Bavaria re-established Monastic Life here in this village, the
Abbey once again became a place of prayer and dedication to
God.

In the next edition of Minster Matters we will be relating the
story of Minster Abbey, from 1937 until the present time.

Tours of Minster Abbey
During the winter months the Sisters give a free historical tour
of the abbey every Saturday morning between eleven and
twelve noon. In the summer months, in addition to Saturday
morning, visitors are shown around each afternoon from
Monday to Friday from 2:45 to 4.00 p.m. Please come along
sometime and have a tour. Our shop has a good selection of
cards and other gifts for special occasions. We have recently
produced a DVD on the history of the Abbey which is sold in
the shop.
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Great Choirs at St Nicholas
St Nicholas-at-Wade church has scored a coup by persuading
two renowned choirs to come and sing there, to raise money
for the church's restoration appeal.
First on the bill is Snowdown Colliery Welfare Male Voice
Choir, on Saturday 10 March 2012 in the church at 7.30 p.m.
This prestigious choir, a member of the Welsh Association of
Male Choirs, was founded in 1929 and through its 9
decades has performed over 2000 concerts in venues such as
The Royal Albert Hall, as well as on European tours. It has
raised an estimated
£750,000 for worthy causes, and is delighted to support the
latest St Nicholas appeal, as the popular village church needs
to raise over £200,000 to fix its wiring, lighting, sound and
plaster. Tickets are £8 in advance (from St Nicholas post
office), or £10 on the door. A marvellous spread of
refreshments can be expected as usual.
The second concert will be on Saturday July 21, featuring twice
national champions Newport (Salop) & District Male Voice
Choir, who also have several international tours under their
belt, including the USA. They are crossing half the country to
sing at St Nicholas (their only performance in the district),
inspired by a previous concert at the church which was
attended by the musical director's family.
Both concerts will include 'something for everyone' with a wide
variety of popular works. For further details visit
http://stnicholasatwade.wikispaces.com/Events or
contact church organist Ben Jones on 01843 847701.

AMBER’S ADVICE
Use what talents you possess;
the woods would be very silent if no birds sang except those
that sang best (Henry Van Dyke)

TIGER’S TIP
Add Garlic immediately to a recipe if you want a light taste of
garlic and at the end of the recipe if you want a stronger taste.
Zac’s Musings
Oh dear, he’s grumpy today, must be that time of the month
again.
No walk again tonight then!!
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COMPUTER CORNER
Computer Phone Scams - Please read this it is important.
Have you had the man, or woman, usually purporting to be from
Microsoft, call you about problems they can see with your
computer. PLEASE, PLEASE, DON’T BELIEVE THEM !! It’s
a scam that is rife across the country. The following is an
edited article from the Which Magazine site.
Cold callers pretending they can fix your virus-riddled computer
are: One, preying on your fears. Two, pretending to be from a
legitimate company.
Three, they’re after your bank card details. And four, they’re
just old-fashioned confidence tricksters trying to make a quick
buck at your expense.
Which have been reporting on these scams for well over a year
now. So why are they still in vogue? Apparently, they’re
growing in popularity based on the availability of cheap phone
calls and labour in countries like India.
The scam goes something like this. They’ll try to persuade you
to grant access to your PC via a remote access tool. If you do
so they’ll then install a piece of malware to show you a list of
fake infections. And you’ll then be threatened (‘you’ll lose your
data if we don’t fix this’) to hand over your card details.
It’s worth pointing out that you’ve not only got a problem if
you’ve given them your card details. Once you’ve let them onto
your computer, it’s been compromised, and it’s then possible
that they can then see what you’re typing the next time you
shop online or log in to your online bank account!!
So what should you do if you’re called by one of these phone
scammers?
Which and MM recommend that you ‘Don’t engage them in
conversation’, hanging up immediately would be best, but
certainly don’t ever let them remotely access your
computer, and definitely don’t give them any money.
If, sadly, you have been targeted, change your passwords, do
an antivirus scan and check for remote access software in the
‘Add or Remove Programs’
section of your Control Panel. If you’re unsure what to look for,
speak to your friendly local computer guru and get them to
check your PC for you. (Editors note:MM can help here if
needed- our advice is always free) They often allege that there
are ‘computer viruses going around your area’.

Firstly, they can’t know if there’s anything wrong with your
computer, unless you give them access, And secondly,
viruses do not travel geographically!
Editors note: At home we’ve been targeted so many times by
these people that it’s getting monotonous listening to their
spheal, I just put the phone down on them, but if my wife
answers the call she politely says, sorry I do not even have a
computer and then she too puts the phone down. She isn’t
lying as they’re mine or MM’s and not hers!!

We hope to be back here with our regular monthly articles
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KENT TRADING STANDARDS
THIS IS A SCAM!!!!!
The Office of National Statistics (ONS) is warning consumers
about an email allegedly from National Statistician Jill
Matheson entitled "Population Census: A Message to
Everyone - Act Now"
This email demands individuals provide further personal
information, supposedly for the Census and threatens fines for
non-compliance.
This is a scam and hoax email, it has no connection with the
national statistician or ONS.
The ONS believes the email may download malware on to your
PC if you click onto the link within the email, which could put
financial/personal information at risk.
ONS takes the protection of personal census information
extremely seriously. Collection of census data was completed
last year and no further requests will be forthcoming from the
Office for National Statistics relating to the 2011 Census.
Anyone receiving this, or similar emails, should delete them,
not open any links and certainly not provide any information.
For more information on how to protect yourself from this type
of threat, can be found by visiting www.getsafeonline.org
Any suspicious emails can also be reported to

www.actionfraud.org.uk
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HOWEVER THIS ONE IS GENUINE !!
Kent Trading Standards also received an enquiry from a
consumer regarding a letter received from the Home Office
asking the consumer to take part in the 2011/2012 British
Crime Survey along with a book of first class stamps.
A representative from the Home Office contacted the
consumer and arranged a home visit to complete the survey.
Having seen recent Trading Standards alerts regarding
surveys the consumer became concerned and contacted us to
ask if this was genuine.
After speaking to the Home Office Kent Trading Standards
can confirm that on this occasion the letter was genuine, the
book of stamps are sent as a gesture of appreciation as the
survey relies solely on people’s voluntary co-operation.

The Home Office has commissioned an independent research
organisation called TNS-BMRB to carry out the surveys which
records people’s thoughts on crime, anti-social behaviour, the
police and courts.
A residence is picked randomly from the Royal Mail’s list of
addresses. All information given is treated in strictest
confidence.
More information regarding the British Crime Survey (BCS)
can be found by contacting the BSC Information Line on 0800
051 0882 or via the Home Office website:

www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-researchstatistics/research-statistics/crime-research/bcs-faq Kent
Trading Standards continues to remind consumers to always
be cautious of any unsolicited contact such as letters,
telephone calls and emails.

To report any concerns you may have please call
Trading Standards via Consumer Direct on 0808 156
2256.
If you are in any doubt, check it out!
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1st MINSTER SCOUTS
ALIENS OR 1ST MINSTER CUBS ??
Little Green Aliens appeared with 1st Minster Cubs when
Carol came and taught the cubs the art of balloon modelling.
With twists, squeak and a few bangs extra little green figures
started to appear alongside the cubs. A fun evening was had
by all the Cubs.
The Cubs have also achieved their Home, Road and Personal
Safety badges with sections supported by the Fire and Police
Services. At Christmas they had their Christmas party at
Bugsys and all achieved their Skaters Badge followed by a
basket meal.

QUIZ AND FIZZ WINNERS 2012
With 20 Cub Pack Teams from around the District taking part
in the annual District Cub Quiz and Fizz competition the
challenge to retain the title from last year was tough. Questions
were on Scouting, Entertainment, Around the World, Sports
and Pastimes, History, General Knowledge, Numbers. The
team will now go to represent the Thanet District at the Kent
County Cub Challenge in May were they are also County 2011
Winners. Well done Cubs and Good Luck in May.

GOLD AWARD
Former 1st Minster village cub Oliver has been awarded his
Gold Volunteer Badge.
A member of 1st St Lawrence Scout Troop, Oliver has
completed 100
hours of volunteer service. This badge is a new badge
introduced to Kent Scouts and starts with 25 to gain Bronze,
then 50 hours for Silver and 100
hours for Gold.
Included in this 100 hours he has given his time to the weekly
1st Minster Cub Pack meetings, he has helped at Cub Athlete
Badge, Sixer and Seconder Cub hike weekend, he has even
helped with the District and County Beaver events like Sports
Day, County Beaver Quex Day and a sleepover, he also gave
time at the Minster Show.
Oliver received his award at a County Presentation in Ashford
in December. Congratulations and well done on your Gold
Award.
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PATIENT LIAISON GROUP
FIRSTLY (ANOTHER) THANK YOU
At a charity dance held at Minster Village Hall in January, a
raffle was held on our behalf and a total of £305 was donated
to our fund raising campaign.
We would like to thank the organisers and all those whose
generosity helped raise such a tremendous amount.
Our project for this year is to purchase a “24 Hour BLOOD
PRESSURE
MONITOR” and has been specifically identified by Dr C
Crossfield as a very beneficial facility to have within the
surgery. Once again, to have this type of equipment available
at the surgery would help elevate the need for patients to
attend hospital for this test.
PARKING DIFFICULTIES AND TRAVEL SURVEY
A survey is being held to help identify the most practical
solutions to the problems being caused. Several proposals
have been suggested, but we feel it is important that our
patients are given the opportunity to express their views and
put forward their suggestions.
During the next couple of weeks a questionnaire will be given
to all patients who attend for an appointment and we ask
everyone to spend a few minutes completing the survey.

Please remember - It is your surgery and you all deserve
to have your say!
The response so far has been very good and so would like to
thank those who have already taken the time to express their
views.
DIFFICULTY IN MAKING AN APPOINTMENT?
Then please consider this:
Nearly 100 -YES 100 - Patients fail to attend a pre booked
appointment every month - YES - EVERY MONTH! This is a
terrible waste of everyone’s time - Doctors, Nurses and
Patients!
So please - PLEASE - Remember to cancel any appointment
that you no longer need so that others may benefit! One day it
could be YOU who is left frustrated and annoyed because YOU
cannot get an appointment. Thank You.
TELEPHONE APPOINTMENTS

If you want to speak to a Doctor but do not necessarily need to
see them then a “Telephone Consultation” might be the
answer. Each Doctor has a few available each day and can be
pre booked, and so could be more convenient for you. Speak
to reception for further details.
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SURGERY TRAINING DAYS
Please note that the surgery will close at 12.00 Midday on the
following day for the purpose of staff training: Thursday 15th
March and Tuesday 17th April Should you need to see a
Doctor during these times then please call
“Doctors on Call” via the normal surgery number - 821333. Or
you can also call “NHS Direct” on 0845 46 47 for confidential
health advice and information for you and your family. Thank
you.
SPRING FAYRE AND BAZAAR
A date for your diary -

Saturday 19th May at the “Old Schools” Tables on sale
now - so book early to reserve yours!
Ring 821200 for further details.
PATIENT GROUP MEETING
If you have any issues you would like to raise at our meetings
or require further information on any of the above, then please
contact KEN SELF on 821200 or JEAN TAYLOR on

845072
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SCHOOL PAGE
Editors this month were Kenzie and Molly SNOW
As fluffy as sheep's fur
White as a wedding dress on your special day Stamping
through the whiteness
Cold as your freezer
Swishing thru the sky
Winter wonderland
As melty as ice
Sobbing from the clouds
An ice cream melting in the sun
On your roof tops
Only winter
It's like a blizzard on your face
Hats scarves and gloves to keep you warm As fluffy as it can
be
Sliding on your sledge down the steep white hill Whoosh!
Into the blizzard
Flying thru the sky
As silent as a rabbit in its burrow
Down the white path
by Kenzie

Ray
Ray is a very nice and kind person. He is soooo funny and he
has one dog it is called Zac! He runs journalist club and when
you are an editor you go to the Holiday Inn at Minster. He
meets you there and you read stuff that people have written
about.
By Stacy and Beatrice

Friends!!!!!!!
Friends are great, they always look after you. You want your
friendship to last but, now and then you can have the odd
argument. Here is a list of my friends: Maise, Emily, Geogina,
Stacie, Abigail, Beatrice, Luke and James.
By Arianne
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For Christmas
For Christmas I got :
Chocolate, Mario cart wii, Bubble gum machine, Moshi
monsters bag and stuff, Solitare, 2012 calender, Lalaloopsy,
Air swimmer, Cuddle cushion, Moshi membership, Stickers.
By Emily

Family
My big sister Maia who is middle names called Freya she
loves to dance and sing and is always wearing bling.
My little brother Sonny really loves Honey.
My big cousin Emma who likes the taste of Pepper.
My old Auntie Sally is always walking down the alley.
My step sisters Holly and Molly just broke their little dolly.
My great uncle Jimbo has a great big Hippo.
My Mum loves to run and is always called Hun.
My Dad is never sad and is never really bad.
My Gran drives a rusty old van.
My Grandpa lives in a zoo with a panda.
By Stacy and Annabelle

Who I live with
I live with my mum and my dad and my brother. I also have 7
pets 1 dog 3
fish and 3 cats. Who do you live with?
By Grace

Dreams
Sometimes you can have bad dreams sometimes you can
have good dreams but I found out that when you’re in bed and
the last thing you think about before you fall asleep you dream
about so normally I will have good dreams but sometimes I
have bad dreams but I like having good dreams the most.
By Grace

Kangaroos
Kangaroos are so much fun, they laugh all day and hop all
night. When they get tired, they give a little shout, you boys and
girls out there, may hear a little mouse!!
By Georgina

Snow
Shiny in the sunlight
Nothing better than snow
Over the hills there is snow
Winter wonderland
By Emily
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Little Red Riding Hood
Little red riding hood
Carrying a beautiful basket
Along the winding path
Deep dark woods
Wicked wolf as terrifying
As a monster
As stinky as a skunk
Chop
As grey as a thunder cloud
Teeth like chopping knives
By Adam

To Hannah
Hannah was a great friend she new what it felt like to be left out
so she accompanied us like she always did. Not only was she
a great friend she was a best friend to it broke my heart when
she left!!!.Hannah if you are reading this very text at this very
minute at this very second at this very moment at this very hour
I shall always remember you Hannah tears for you when I next
see you. PLEASE DON’T FORGET ME - HUGS FOR YOU
MY
BEST FRIEND WHEN I NEXT SEE YOU HANNAH XXXX.
By Lucy
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2012 - 5th ANNUAL
KENT WILDLIFE TRUST’S

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
Sponsored, for the 2nd Year by The Barnyard,
Upchurch.
This if the fifth year of the competition and each year has
attracted more and more
entries of great quality. This is your opportunity to get your
camera skills recognised and appreciated across Kent.
● Free entry and open to all (a donation to our charity is
welcomed)
● Prizes and certificates awarded
● Five categories (for the seasonal categories there are prizes
for adults and juniors for the school category
prizes for primary and secondary)
● Finalist judging will take place at the Festival of Wildlife,
Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve, 18 & 19 August.
● Awards will be presented for individual categories and the
overall ‘Kent Wildlife Trust Photographer of the Year’. The
overall winner’s photo will feature on the cover of Wild Kent.
● Winners’ photos published in Wild Kent magazine and
displayed on our website and at Trust visitor centres.

Category 1: Autumn Category 2: Winter Category 3:
Spring
Category 4: Summer Category 5: Schools
All seasonal categories are open to adults and juniors (16 and
under) and can cover mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles,
insects, plants, flowers, trees, fungi, landscapes, habitats woodland, meadows, lakes, rivers and coastline. The Inclusion
of people enjoying the great outdoors is welcomed.
All photos must be taken in Kent, e.g. country parks, schools,
gardens nature reserves, etc but do not have to have been
taken in 2012.
The school category is open to primary and secondary schools
- no more than 4 submissions per school. Photos can be of
any of the seasonal categories as described above.
For more information visit our website:

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk
or contact

Suzzanne Emson on 01622 662 012
or suzzanne.emson@kentwildlife.org.uk

For rules and conditions of entry and the Official Entry
Form contact the above web address
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Keep History Dancing!
Learn and participate in traditional and new Maypole and
Morris dances.
Perform them at Broadstairs, Deal, Rochester, Minster,
Tenterden and other festivals during the year

Visit: www.minstermayhems.org Phone: Dominique on
01843 821 795
MINSTER OLD SCHOOLS FRIDAYS IN TERM TIME 5-6
YOUR LETTERS

Parking Causes Problems
I am writing to complain about the appalling parking situation in
Thorne Road.
Some of the residents and their visitors on the new Persimmon
estate are not parking their vehicles on their estate. Over
Christmas and New Year it was especially bad; cars parked all
along the public footpath (that runs from the ‘bumpy track’ to
Watchester Lane) outside ‘The Orchards’ etc. Surely cars are
not permitted to park on a public footpath?
Cars and large vehicles parked on the corner of Thorne Road
on the path, on one occasion I couldn’t get by with a pushchair
as the path was blocked!
They have even parked across dropped curbs. Residents are
taking out their fencing or climbing over to come across the
road to where they’ve parked. Their vehicles should be parked
on their estate. They should be made to park there. We have
enough problems in this road already without more from the
new estate. I know many other residents of Thorne Road are
and have complained so please can we get something done
about this situation.

(Name and address supplied)

Request for Extra Dog Bins
I am also writing to complain about the amount of dog fouling in
the village, especially around Thorne Road and the ‘bumpy
track’. Children walk to school along this route! It is getting
worse, especially dog faeces that is bagged up then the bag
thrown in hedges, bushes, left on walls and even thrown in
peoples gardens;..
Can we PLEASE have a dog poo bin in Thorne Road,
somewhere along the public footpath opposite our house. No
excuse for dog owners then!
Outside of the ‘Orchards’ has seen a massive increase in the
amount of dog faeces in and around the property, bagged
faeces thrown in their hedge and unbagged all around.

(Name and address supplied)
Editor’s note: Both of the above letters we believe have been
brought to the attention of Minster Parish Council and
hopefully any appropriate action will be taken.
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Schoolscript Scarce of Male Presence??
Dear Friends, I visit the village regularly to visit my Mother.
Minster Matters is always available for me to read and I always
take advantage of this. You should be very proud of it. I travel a
good deal and seldom do I see any publication of this kind as
good as Minster Matters.
I particularly love the children’s page. But I’m afraid that I have
a big problem with it and this is the reason for this message. It
seems to me that all of the items in the children’s section are
written by the girls. Are there no boys in the village that can
write. Is there nothing that they have to say?
It is of course possible that I have got things entirely wrong, if
so, I’m sorry but I have the strangest feeling that I’m right.
Come on boys lets hear from you.

Alan Southgate, an old boy from the village.

A NEW YEAR DAWNS
A New Year dawns without our Mum
She was our friend, she was our chum
A Better place is where she’s gone
No more worry, no more wrong
A new tomorrow for our mum

Pam
The Towers at Ebbsfleet/Thanet
If the towers were demolished, it would be a shame.
These towers in centuries to come will speak of fame.
Like castles of Kings in historic tales of the past.
let's hope these tall towers will last and last.
Telling all of happenings in the twentieth century.
I believe this is what most folk desire, it certainly is for sailors
at sea.
These towers are a landmark, seen from far away.
From land, sea and air, for now, this is all I have to say.
Yvonne
I wrote this poem for the gentleman I met at the Wine and
Wisdom in our Old Schools
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WHAT’S ON

QEQM HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF
FRIENDS
A GREEK EVENING to raise funds

At the Greek Taverna in Grosvenor Place, Margate Friday
23rd March
Tickets cost £16 and include a Greek Meze meal, live Greek
music and a chance to smash some plates!

Phone 01843 862 225 to book your place
CANTERBURY CHORAL SOCIETY

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL
Saturday 24th March, 7.30pm
MOZART Coronation Mass
HANDEL Coronation Anthems
HANDEL Music for the Royal Fireworks

The Salvation Army
Quiz & Fizz

Saturday 24th March
4.00pm - 6.30pm
Tickets £5.00
Children £2.50

(Ploughman’s & Drinks included) Everyone Welcome
IN AID OF MONKTON NATURE RESERVE

Wine and Wisdom Evening
Saturday 24th March at Monkton Village Hall.
Questions start 7-30pm. Event ends 10-15pm’ish
£4-00 per person
Bring your own food, drinks and glasses Up to 8 people per
team/table
Raffle

Please call 01843 822 666 to book
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MINSTER & MONKTON
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 21st March, 7.30pm
Village Hall
A talk by Mr Neil Arnold
“Mystery Animals of the South East”
Points competition:
A Photo of a mystery or unusual animal All visitors are

welcome 50p

SPRING SHOW
Saturday 31st March,

2.00pm to 4.30pm. Village Hall
Entry 50p
MINSTER & MONKTON

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
WOMEN’S SECTION
NEXT MEETING

Monday 12th March, 7.30pm
“Easter Bonnet”
Speaker or Quiz
Raffle prizes needed for all meetings.
For further information

Miriam Smith 822589
MINSTER-IN-THANET WI.
NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 13th March
7.30pm,

Village Hall
Speaker - Pru Anderton
Visitors and new members welcome

WI COFFEE AND CHAT
Thursday 15th March

10.00am to 12.00noon
Village Hall Committee Room
All welcome.
27

WI WINE AND WISDOM EVENING
Saturday 10th March

7.30pm
Village Hall
Ploughman’s Supper
Bring your own drinks, glasses & cutlery Tickets (in advance
only) £6.00 max
8 per table
From Ann Wilks tel: 822152

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN MINSTER

Lent Course 2012
“Lord, Teach Us how to Pray”
Minster Abbey

Thursday 1 March
For Five Thursdays
7:15: Compline with the Sisters
7.30: Meet Together in St
Benedict’s meeting room
Sharing friendship
Sharing scripture
Sharing prayer
An opportunity to discover together how to grow in our love for
Jesus Christ and to deepen our life of prayer

“May they all be one”

SANDWICH AND DISTRICT
CHORAL SOCIETY
CONCERT OF BRITISH SACRED CHORAL MUSIC FOR
PASSIONTIDE
The Church of St Mary
the Virgin Minster
Tuesday 20th March

at 7.30pm
Tickets £8 are available on the door
and also in advance from
Beth Johnson 01843 821486
Mervyn Jones 01304 620811
28

OLD MINSTER PHOTOGRAPHIC
EXHIBITION
Saturday 10th March, 9.30am ‘til 4.00pm, Village Hall
Admission FREE
An exhibition of photographs dating from the late 1800’s to the
late 1970’s has been arranged for the above date and venue.
The exhibition is based around Fred Fright’s post card
collection and the addition of group photos of Hill House
Hospital staff when it was an NHS
hospital. These have been contributed by Olive Power and
Queenie Hollands.
The exhibition consists of a total of 100 large mounted
photographs. This will be the 10th Exhibition of this kind we
have had. Fred’s collection has some rare items including
interesting group photos. He also has 4 mystery post cards
that he acquired and are all postmarked 1912 and posted in
Minster, but are the photographs of Minster? Maybe you can
recognise something in the photos that might help Fred.
Then we have the photograph Danny Day bought on EBay of a
wedding group marked Minster 1913 and the bride’s name
Ethel. Eventually a certificate was traced and the two families
identified. Also we have a group of very early photographs of
the village. After the exhibition all the photos will be dispersed
and never be seen together again so don’t miss them. Danny
Day who is the Minster archivist will have photo albums and
other items from the archive on display. We have also
obtained a copy of the 1911 census for Minster, so if you had a
relative living in Minster in 1911 you can have a free copy of
their entry.
As we do not use the stage we have asked Barrie Wootten a
local historian and collector associated with The Crampton
Tower Museum in Broadstairs to exhibit his photographs of
Victorian Thanet. Some of his collection is unique and very
interesting, not to be missed. As usual Lil Smith will be raising
money for the Hospice. At the last exhibition she raised some
hundreds of pounds. Sandra from Cat Rescue will also be
there plus the Scouts who are in need of some financial
support.
Admission is free and there will be refreshments available. So
come and enjoy a bit of nostalgia. Anybody with mobility
problems and requiring transport please ring Carol Adsetts on
821217.
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PSYCHIC FAYRE
Sunday 4th March, 10.00am to 4.00pm Village Hall, Minster
Lots of stalls, including Tombola for Cats in Crisis Lots of
readings available at £8
Aromotherapy & Reflexology
Tea Bar open all day for light refreshments All profits to nonGovernment aided Animal Sanctuaries Entrance £1 -

children Free
Come early to book your readings and come back for it later

WE NEED YOU SO MAKE SURE YOU COME!!
Details from Kay at 01843 297 665
Minster Abbey 75th Anniversary 1937-2012
5th June Picnic in Parkminster - All Welcome HM Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee and Minster Abbey 75th Jubilee
OPEN DAY - 10.30 - 4.00pm Free - Bring your own picnic drinks provided. Giant screen viewing of the Queen’s Jubilee
Service. Miki the Clown for the children. Special guest Sir
Roger Gale MP.
15th July Jubilee Thanksgiving Mass
and Annual Deanery Celebration of St. Mildred - 3.00pm at St.
Mary the Virgin Church Minster
Special guest - Bishop John Hine
Followed by a reception in Parkminster - All Welcome.
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MOZART REQUIEM and CORONATION MASS

Sat 31st March . 7.30pm
Holy Trinity Church, Broadstairs
Tickets: £12 on the door, £10 in advance
www.thanetfestivalchoir.org
www.seventychoir.com

Tel: 01304 – 620560
Support needed for Micky the Meerkat Please support
Micky the meerkat!
Micky is raising funds for the Birchington Visually Impaired
Club, with members all over Thanet. Micky will be walking
the streets of Minster on the 5th April from 9.30am. Come
and dance with Micky at the Gossip Shop Cafe at 11am.
For more information contact Micky/Joyce on 825955

Thank you

SOUP ON WEDNESDAY
12.00 noon to 1.00pm
in the Old Schools.
All welcome

MINSTER & MONKTON

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
CLUB
Royal British Legion Club
Augustine Road
Ladies come and join us
for a game of Bingo
EVERY WED. 2.00pm - 4.00pm
All Welcome
Phone Pat - 822622 or
Maureen - 823434
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MINSTER HEALTHY WALK
meets at Minster School on
Thursday mornings (term time only) at 9.00am for a 9.15am
start The walk is suitable for all ages
and is a gentle pace as well as
buggy friendly
It lasts between 45 minutes to an hour, afterwards we have
refreshments at Minster Library
If you are interested in joining
our walk please contact
Michelle Mannering
01843 841082

SANDWICH FARMERS’ MARKET
Guildhall, Cattle Market
Further information from Melanie Clarkson on 01304 617197
email: info@sandwichtowncouncil.gov.uk

CLIFTONVILLE FARMERS MKT
Last Sunday of each Month
Oval Lawns, Eastern Esplanade for further information please
contact June Chadband on 226033 or email:
k.chadband@btinternet.com
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CHURCH NEWS
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OVERWHELMING RESPONSE FOR ‘GIVE A GIFT THAT
GIVES A FUTURE ....’
Thank you to everyone who supported our Gift Service last
December.
We asked for donations of ‘Scholar Packs’ to send to children
in Africa. I am delighted to say that 121 wallets and over £500
in donations were collected across the Wantsum Group of
Churches and that these will be delivered to the Headquarters
of “Tools with a Mission” (TWAM, a Christian charity which,
among other things, renovates unwanted tools to send to
Africa) in Ipswich.

Rev’d Bob Coles
Minster Remembers

Nurse Margaret (Peggy) Singleton
25 February 1923 - 26 January 2012
Peggy started her long association with Minster and
surrounding villages in 1955 as a temporary District Nurse and
Midwife. She continued to deliver babies and nurse until 1983.
In Peggy’s own words a lot of people looked on her as a friend
and her visits were followed by a cup of tea and a chat.
We are sure that a lot of you still remember Peggy and the
times you spent with her.
She took up ‘meals on wheels’ after her retirement and in so
doing she was still able to care for the village.
As most of you will be aware, Minster named Singleton Close
after her and so will always have a place in the memory of the
village.
Unfortunately we do not know the identity of the baby in the
photograph.
Please let Minster Matters know if you have any idea.
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REMEMBERING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
William “Bill” Southby 5th March 1918 – 6th January 2012

On 24th January in Minster Parish Church, we said ‘farewell’
to, and celebrated Bill’s life.
Bill and his wife, Trudy came to live in Minster in the house at
the bottom of Way Hill in 1961. Bill had worked with the ground
crew servicing aircraft during World War II. He became an
instructor and, back in Civvy Street, trained to become a
teacher. He retired as Head of Physics at Dane Court in 1982.
Bill served on the Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s for 23
years, 13
of those (from 1978 to 1991) as a Church Warden. For many
years Bill looked after the fabric of St Mary’s church. Amongst
his major projects were the renovation of the East windows
and the restoration of the spire after its collapse during the
storm of 1987.
Bill and his wife Trudy, sang in the church choir for many years.
Bill was keen that the church moved with the times and was
instrumental in many of the changes we take for granted today.
Despite his health problems in recent years Bill and his wife
remained regular worshippers at St Mary’s until just a short
time ago.
Minster is blessed with a marvellous Village newsletter –
“Minster Matters”, now in its 134 issue! Its origins were in a
Church Newsletter which was delivered to every house in
Minster. In those days it was a two sided production printed on
a Gestetner to begin with. It was Bill who instigated, produced
and printed the first additions over 30 years ago!
Bill was a quiet, unassuming man, to whom we owe so much.
We give thanks to God for his life and work.
Our sympathies go to his widow, Trudy (now in “St Peter’s
Home”) and his children Phillip, Liz and Gillian.

Rev’d Bob Coles, St Mary’s Church
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Contacting your District Councillors Councillor Bob Grove
Bob is available to speak to residents by appointment.
Please ring 07711 774 262
or contact him via the Parish Office on 821339
Councillor Mike Roberts
Conservative Ward Councillor for Thanet Villages You are
most welcome to contact Mike with any issues or problems
you may have regarding Council matters

Tel: 01843 595065 email: marlec@onetel.com Contacting
your MP:
Roger Gale MP
Roger holds regular advice surgeries.
For appointments and advice on urgent problems: Ring:
01843 848588 (a.m. from l0.00) Fax: 01843 844856 (24-hour)
Web: www.rogergale.co.uk
Email: galerj@parliament.uk
Write: HOUSE OF COMMONS, London, SW1A 0AA Thanks
for listening
Your readers this month were
Jan, Lin, Liz, Margaret, Sue, Kenzie and Molly Musical
interludes supplied courtesy of Brenda Saker, Daryl Booth and
Richard Spendlove MBE

