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Welcome to the February 2017 issue of
Minster Matters
The Editors accept all advertisements,
articles and notices in good faith and
actively encourage the support of the
local traders and services. However, we
cannot be held responsible for the
quality of goods or services offered.
Please mention the magazine when
replying to advertisers.
The magazine and CD are published
eleven times a year, at the beginning of
each month, from February to December,

inclusive.
Views expressed herein are strictly
those of their author and do not
necessarily agree with those of the
Editor and/or the editorial team.
MM Subscriptions
Copies of the Magazine or CD are now
available on subscription to all nonresidents, worldwide.
Payments are in advance
To a UK postal address :Single Issue £2.00

Annually (11 issues) £20.00
Costs to an overseas address are
available on request, and we will be
pleased to quote for this service.
Minster Parish Council
Next meeting will be held on:
Tuesday 7 February @ 7pm in the
Neighbourhood Centre
Members of the public are welcome to
attend and can arrange to speak to the
Council through the Clerk or by
requesting the Chairman before the start
of the meeting. Copies of the Agenda are
available from the Clerk and are posted

in the Library. Clerk to the Council is
Mrs Kyla Lamb and the Council Office
is normally open from:9.30am - 12 noon weekdays; however
due to commitments that require staff
leaving the office it is better to ring first
to ensure the office is manned
tel: 821 339 fax: 825 869
Email:
clerk@minsterparishcouncil.org.uk
Parish Council Minutes are available on
their website at
www.minsterpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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MINSTER ARMBOUTS CAPPEL
TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Happy New Year to One and All from
the Twinning Association.
Firstly, we need to backtrack to our
AGM which was held on Friday 18
November 2016.
It was disappointing not to see any
members of the public attending as we
were hoping to be able to recruit some
willing helpers who may prefer not to be
on the committee, so if you think you
might like to get involved in any way
then please forward your name to Carol

Bubb, Secretary, on 01843 447 706.
Roy Bailey stood down as Chair and
was thanked for all the hard work he had
put into the Association for many years,
he is however remaining on the
committee, so we will still be able to
draw on his valuable knowledge.
Malcolm Bubb was voted in as the new
Chair and John Quittenden was voted in
as Vice Chair, the remainder of the
committee were re-elected to their
former positions.
Saturday 26 November saw a coach full
of residents and friends head off towards
Winchester to explore the Christmas
Markets in this lovely city. The

„highlight" of the day however was
when a massive power cut threw the
whole city into darkness. Nonetheless a
great time was had by all. A raffle was
held on the coach and the 3 winners of
festive goodies were: Heidi Coleman,
Christine Lynch and Lindsay Thacker.
Our Santa Dash was held at the
Recreation Ground on Sunday 4
December and
although overall numbers were down
from 2015, there was a marked increase
in the number of schoolchildren who
took part and seemed to thoroughly enjoy
it. The British Heart Foundation
benefitted by £275 that the event raised.

Representatives from the Sturry,
Birchington, Ramsgate, Sandwich,
Faversham and Minster Twinning
Associations met at Minster Abbey on
the evening of Wednesday 7
December for further discussions on
ways to help each other. May we take
this opportunity to thank the Nuns for the
use of their venue. Sandwich has offered
to host the next meeting in June, so we
can hopefully all benefit from sharing
ideas.
Following on from the kind donation of a
flag from Armbouts-Cappel to the
village, we have purchased a Minster
flag to present to them on the 2017

Anniversary Day, Sunday 25 June in
their village. This year we will be hiring
a coach to take all interested parties
across. The cost of this will be £20 per
person, which will include coach fare,
ferry crossing, musical entertainment and
dancing throughout the afternoon, plus a
typical French meal. Please see our
poster elsewhere in this issue, all
enquiries and bookings to Carol on
01843 447 706.
Since the last publication, we have had
to change the date of our Quiz at the RBL
from Saturday 18 February to Saturday 4
March, please see our poster in this
issue for further details. Tables of 6-8
people need to be booked in advance via

Carol on 01843 447 706
or the RBL on 01843 821 471.
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Our French friends have invited the
Committee to join them for a Carnival
they are holding on Sunday 5 February
and from the pictures seen of previous
years, it could be a very energetic and
noisy experience. Four of our members
are braving the cold weather to join in,
so please keep an eye for news and
pictures of this event on our website at:
www.minsterarmboutstwinning.org.uk
and our Facebook page:
facebook.com/twinning

.
We expect to welcome eighteen of our
French friends to Minster on Saturday 11
February to discuss future events for
2017. Whilst here, they will also collect
any handicrafts that you may wish to
exhibit or sell in France at their
exhibition in March. For details of their
exhibition or if you wish to submit some
of your handicrafts, then please contact
Lindsay Thacker on 07788 888 470.
On Sunday 15 January the Twinning took
part in the Bowls Club Open Day event.
After a slow start, the standard rose and
some good shots were played along with
the appropriate banter between the

teams. Everyone had a thoroughly good
time and we thank Minster Bowls club
for inviting us. Sadly we were defeated
but some good charities benefitted from
the day!! (Pictures below)
We hope to see you all at our Quiz for
another fun-packed evening.
MINSTER BOWLS CLUB
A Short-Mat Open Day was held on
Sunday 15 January for teams of nonbowlers, the main winners were
„Saddlers 1" who defeated „Holden's
Minster F.C" in the final 10-7
and donated their £100 prize to Pilgrims
Hospice, whilst in the Plate Competition

„The Vice" beat „Saddlers 2" 16-3 and
donated their prize of £50 to Cancer
Research. All prizes were kindly
donated by Terry and Nem Waldron.
In the E.K.S.M.B.A. leagues (as at
15/01/17) the Hinds hold 4th position in
Div.1, the Abbots are 5th in Div 2 and
the Monks are 5th in Div3.
Of our In-House Competitions held since
the last issue the following have reached
the finals to be held in April:Wednesday Pairs: Andy and Kay
Empson v Mark Lendrum and Alan
Blake and in the Morphew Cup: Brian
East will play Meg Atkinson.
The Men's Pairs will be played on

Sunday 22 January, and the Ladies
Singles on Sunday 29 January, both too
late for inclusion in the February issue.
Brian Morphew, Hon. Secretary
4
MINSTER W.I.
On Tuesday 10th January at 7.30pm in
the village hall we had our first meeting
of 2017.
We combined it with a new members
evening inviting along anyone who had
never been to a WI meeting before. Our
speaker was Suzanne Kynaston from
Wildwood in Herne Bay. She spoke to

us about the two 16 year old brown
bears, Fluffy and Scruffy, who had been
rescued from small concrete enclosures
in Bulgaria in 2014. These bears had
been born in captivity so had to be
gradually introduced to their new 1.5
acre home at Wildwood. This was all
made possible following public
donations. The slide show showed the
condition that the bears were in when
they were moved to Wildwood and how
they have improved and grown since
being re-homed.
Members were also asked to „Show the
Love", which is the NFWI"s campaign
for action against climate change. They
were given green paper hearts and asked

to write on them what could be affected
by climate change, and were also
encouraged to knit, crochet or make
green felt hearts to decorate our Jubilee
tree in February.
Our speaker on Tuesday 14th February
is Francesca Baur from Fable and Base
who will be talking about textile
printing, don"t forget to bring your green
heart so that we can decorate our tree!!
Visit the Minster WI website at
www.minsterthanetwi.org.uk
MOVEMBER UPDATE
The month has now passed and the
moustache has been removed!

A total of £182.50 was raised to help
combat men"s cancer.
A big thank you to the following who all
contributed: Adam, Alex, Des, Diana,
Laura, Scott and Annie, Mandy, Matt,
Mike and Mr and Mrs Waldron.
Kevin
THANKS FROM MM
Minster Matters would like to say a big
thank you to Terry and Nem for the
wonderful flowers we received just
before Christmas - They made the office
quite homely. Oh but they looked better
on our dining table!!

CONDOLENCES
Condolences from the family for Gerry
Coldwell of Cheesman"s Close who
passed away at 10.45pm on Wednesday
23 November 2016.
MINSTER SHOW
The Committee have decided that the
„2017 Theme" will be „CARNIVAL" so
lot"s to think about for Show Tent entries
and some great costume designing for the
Parade!!
Also we are again looking for volunteer
photographers who are willing to work
with us on the day - please contact MM
editor if you would be interested - get"s

you free entry to the show!!
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LIVE NATIVITY
On a beautiful sunny day in December a
Live Nativity Play, organized by
Looking Ahead, and the Sisters and
friends of Minster Abbey was held in the
grounds of Minster Abbey and
Parkminster.
A large group of villagers, (many
dressed as angels, wise men and
shepherds), members of the Bruderhoff
community, (with Scrumpy their
donkey), staff and students from

“Looking Ahead”, the choir from
Minster Primary School, children
dressed as little angels from Minster
Nursery, and students from the Ursuline
School, joined the Sisters as they
gathered around the Saxon Tower in the
Abbey Grounds to celebrate the
Christmas story together.
As Joseph and Mary arrived with
donkey, led by Ben from the Bruderhoff
community, Joseph (played by Sam from
“Looking Ahead”) called out to the
innkeeper “Do you have any room” The
innkeeper responded “Yes”. After some
gentle prompting he then
revoked his invitation responding “Sorry

No”- So Joseph and Mary moved on.
Charlotte narrated the story and Rev
Richard Braddy and Fr. Marcus led us in
prayer. The Salvation Army Band and
the children of Minster Choir led us all
in singing some of our favourite carols.
Everyone followed behind the huge gold
star carried by Sr. Benedict, as we
journeyed together to Bethlehem
(Parkminster). On our way we saw the
shepherds gathered around a bonfire,
and some of the Abbey sheep grazing
outside the barn. The angels began to
sing as we all entered the barn and
gathered around Jesus, in the manger.
Some of the children dressed as angels,

watched attentively, and others petted
the donkey that was definitely the star of
the show. Some people found bales of
straw to sit and others huddled together
to keep warm as we sang the old
familiar carols. This medieval tithe barn
was the perfect setting for this very
moving and peaceful experience.
Looking Ahead served delicious hot
mulled wine and homemade mince pies
following the play. All funds received
were divided between the Syrian
Refugee Fund and “Looking Ahead”.
Although some of you may have missed
the Live Nativity, you can meet the
students of

“Looking Ahead” who will serve you at
the Parkminster Tea Rooms daily
Tuesday to Friday from 10 am to 3 pm.
CHRISTMAS TREES
Once again, the trees looked beautiful
this year, joined by the tree at the Church
- much better now that it"s down to
MPC. No, they weren"t decorated and
put up by a magic wand. It was all down
to our regular group of volunteers plus
some very welcome new members. You
should all be very proud of yourselves
as you transformed the village Thank you
all so much. On Saturday 18th
November 2017, they will go up again.
Please don"t ignore and leave it up to a

small group of people. Come and join
in!
Karen Brazil
The village Christmas trees this year
went to Wingham Wildlife Park for the
tigers –
thanks to Guy Mannering – and to
Howletts for the gorillas – thanks to Roy
Bailey.
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COMMUNITY POPPY PROJECT
We hope you all enjoyed our efforts to
decorate the village post boxes for

Christmas. We are now moving on to our
next project and we would like this to
involve all „village crafters".
Sunday 11 November 2018 marks the
100th Anniversary of the ending of
WW1 and we would like to decorate our
Cemetery fencing and other areas in the
village with as many knitted, crocheted
or felt Poppies as we can. To this end,
we need your help. We have some
knitting and crochet patterns available
(there are also some available online
that you can download for free) and
would like everyone who can, to start
knitting. The Poppies will need to have a
length of wool attached in order for them
to be secured in place. We are going to

need thousands of Poppies but we do
have 20+ months to do this. If you are
unable to help with making Poppies,
perhaps you would like to help by
donating wool to us for other knitters to
use. Minster Post Office sells Poppy
Red DK
wool. Attwells have agreed to act as our
collection point for Poppies so you can
drop them in any time.
If there are other groups in the village
who are planning to do something in the
village for this Celebration, would you
please contact us so that we can all pull
together and avoid duplicating plans.
If you are willing to join in, please leave

your name and contact details at
Attwells and we will be in touch, or just
start knitting! Alternatively, for more
information please ring:Barbara: 07874 214 279; Carol: 07745
683 466 or Ann: 01843 822 156
LONDIS CLOSURE
First of all, best wishes to Ben and
Ragini on their retirement and thanks for
their constant support to me in all my
ventures over the past thirty-two years. It
was very much appreciated. Every time I
asked for help in any way I was never
turned away.
When this Minster Matters goes out

Londis will have closed to change over
to the Southern Coop. I am sure a lot of
villagers will have been put out by this. I
am also sure that a lot of villagers will
have used the other independent shops in
the village instead during this period.
These shops are only here because of
their regular customers and are
struggling to survive. Most of these are
family-run with no backing from
multiples or chains. So, imagine what
Minster would be like without its shops
and please continue to use them as much
as possible. If they close you won"t get
them back.
Karen Brazil
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LATE NIGHT SHOPPING
Thank you to all those involved in
making this evening another successful
event for our village:
Jack and Margaret Wraith for the
beautiful grotto and photos
Santa and Scott for being so good
with the children
Minster School Choir for their
wonderful singing
The Salvation Army Band for making
it feel like Christmas

Minster Hand Bell ringers for
entertaining the shoppers
The Miss Minster Court for switching
on the last of the Christmas trees
The Wansum Morris for their fantastic
dancing and putting everyone in a jolly
mood – fuelled by the famous John
Walford mulled wine.
All these people gave their time and
everything for free. It"s people like this
that make Minster special. Thank you to
all those businesses that took part and to
everyone who made the effort to come
and join in. To those that didn"t manage
to get there then you missed out on a
great evening. Put the 21st November

2017 on your calendars so you don"t
miss out again. Yes, it may seem early
but we are all hoping to sell you some
Christmas bits before you have finished
your Christmas shopping.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL SHOPS BECAUSE
THEY NEED YOU
AND ONE DAY YOU WILL NEED
THEM TO BE THERE TOO.
Karen Brazil
PILLAR BOXES
Many thanks to the lady who spent hours
making the delightful felt Christmas

decorations for our pillar boxes. They
were superb.
From Greenhill Gardens –
May I say a Great Big Thank You to the
persons responsible for dressing up our
mail boxes.
Whilst out walking the dog one dull and
dreary morning I came upon these boxes.
It brought a smile to my face and cheer
to my heart that someone had taken the
trouble to put our post boxes into Fancy
Dress. I am sure the whole village
smiled. Thank you once again.
From Hill House Drive –

Thank you to the person who decorated
the post boxes so beautifully. Your fame
has been spread far and wide, judging by
the number of people I saw dig out their
mobile phones to take pictures to send
on!
But on a less happy note:
The two items that were cut off the
knitted display on the post office box can
be left at Attwells or put in a plastic bag
and thrown over the gate if the thief has
a conscience.
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Thank you from Lil and Esther.

We would like to thank everyone who
has supported us to raise money for
Pilgrims"
Hospice, through the lottery donations,
buying from our various stalls and
collecting tins, also a donation from a
dog walker.
All the kindnesses and friendships we
have received over the last twenty-one
years have been very much appreciated.
And a big thank you to the Snowdon
Colliery Works Band for another
wonderful concert.
Best wishes to you all.

Lil and Esther
Demelza Hospice Care for Children
Paul Willins of St Mary"s Church,
Minster, has received a lovely letter of
thanks from Demelza Hospice, thanking
him for a substantial donation of
£324.75 made through the Community
Carols around the tree at the Lych Gate
on Tuesday 20 December. To quote the
letter the incredible total „made our
day!"
Donations such as these enable Demelza
to provide expert and compassionate
care to seriously ill babies, children,
young people and their families when
they need it most.

They exist to enable families to stay and
play together, creating precious moments
and happy memories. And if time is
tragically cut short, they are still there –
to help ease the family"s fear and anxiety
and to help move forward with their
loss. Whatever it takes, Demelza is
there.
The Demelza fundraising team can be
contacted via telephone on 01795
845288 or by email at
leila.ilkhan@demelza.org.uk
ETHIOPIA PARTNERSHIP
On behalf of Healthcare Ethiopia
Partnership, I would like to thank the
people of Minster for their donations of

spectacles, tablets, dressings and
knitting for Ethiopia. I have recently
been in Ethiopia and have given out the
above donations that were all gladly
received.
My colleagues and I worked in two
hospitals in a new area within Tigray in
the North of Ethiopia teaching and
training the midwives, doctors and
students.
In the ten years that I have been going to
Ethiopia I have seen improvements in
the infrastructure such as new roads,
mobile phone satellites and the hospitals
are much improved and cleaner. This is
most rewarding.

Thanks,
Kate Mockeridge
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MINSTER PLAYHOUSE PROMPT
CORNER
Panto 2016
Our Pantomime last November was a
great success, with lots of audience
interaction which the children loved.
We had several late sales of tickets to
people who had been told how good it
was and wanted to see it. Putting on
three matinees on the last day is hard

work by clearly worth it as the morning
matinee was well-attended and the last
two houses were full!
Our new lighting performed really well
and the audience reaction to our new
star-curtain was amazing. All-in-all, it
was an excellent village pantomime –
the best kind.
Please let us know your feedback – if
we know what you like to watch and
want to see we will always do our best
to provide it.
Our May Play 2017
Inspector Drake"s Last Case

Our May production this year is another
of David Tristram"s very funny
comedies, and auditions were held, and
the play cast on Wednesday 11th of
January.
If you haven"t seen one of David
Tristram"s comedies before, they are
great fun, and the hall is filled with the
sound of continuous laughter. When was
the last time that you laughed all the way
through a television programme? – Do
come along and enjoy a brief but happy
break from real life!
We were delighted to offer parts to our
two excellent new actors, Barbara and
James, and also to another new member

who turned up on the audition evening,
Nick.
We welcome new people, so if you
would like to join us to help with any
aspects of production please come along
and talk to us, or use
info@minsterplayhouse,co.uk to contact
us. If you have a play that you would like
to direct, or would be interested in
joining in the fun of putting on our
productions, do get in touch.
The Play runs from Wednesday 17th May
to Saturday 20th at 7.30 pm, with a
single interval.
When it opens, the Box office will be
on: 07501 894 381 or for further

information in the meantime, email:
info@minsterplayhouse.co.uk
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AGE-FRIENDLY BUSINESS
SCHEME
Ageless Thanet has now signed up 4
businesses in Minster to their AgeFriendly Business Scheme. The AgeFriendly Business Scheme aims to help
businesses to become age-friendly,
whether that is considering older people
in the layout of their shop, ensuring that
labels are easy to read, or simply
training staff to have more awareness of
people with different needs. If you are a
holder of our „Reward Card" you can

access lots of fantastic offers available
for people who are 50+ across Thanet.
Did you know that these businesses in
Minster are already signed up to the
Age-Friendly Business Scheme?
Jemima"s Locket - 77 High Street
25% discount on tea or coffee and cake
Monday-Friday, 2:30pm-4:30pm
The Bell Inn - 2 High Street
20% discount on food 12pm-3pm
Monday - Saturday
Attwells - 57 High Street

10% off greetings cards, minimum spend
£5
AJ Cliffe & Sons Butchers Canterbury House Monkton Road
10% discount on all purchases 9am12pm on Wednesdays
If you don"t already have one of our free
„Reward Cards", please email
info@agelessthanet.org.uk or call 07551
725 383. Likewise if you would like to
sign your business up to our scheme, we
would love to hear from you!
Ageless Thanet are recruiting volunteer

Champions in Minster. We are looking
for people who want to make a
difference within their communities by
helping older people to enjoy life to the
full. The Champions will be connecting
with people 50+, particularly those who
are socially isolated.
The Champions will provide a wide
range of information and support,
including encouraging people to try new
activities, sign-posting to various
support services, helping residents to
have their voices heard and become
involved with campaigns for positive
change, encouraging and supporting the
setting up of resident-led groups and
activities –

and much more besides!
All Champions will have full training
and be supported by our dedicated team
who have a wealth of knowledge and
experience. For more information please
get in touch by emailing:
Kay@AgeUKThanet.org.uk or
Aims@AgeUKThanet.org.uk.
Alternatively you can call 07951 633
110.
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MINSTER AND MONKTON
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Minster and Monkton Horticultural
Society – your local gardening club –
had a very enjoyable year in 2016 and
2017 looks just as interesting. We are
organising some very good trips,
hopefully one to the RHS Gardens in
Yorkshire (Harlow Carr), and one or
two more local gardens. Our secretary,
Mr Don Wilks, has lined up some very
interesting speakers which will include
talks on Sissinghurst in Summer (March
15th), Life of Hares (April 19th), Floral
clocks (May 18th) and in June we shall
be welcoming Andy Garland from Radio
Kent who is going to talk on Me, My

Life and My Allotment. We meet on the
third Wednesday in the month from
March to December. On some evenings,
we have social events and we hold two
shows a year, in April and September.
All are welcome.
Visitors £1 which includes a cup of
tea/coffee. We hope to see you.
Joan Card (Chairman)
MINSTER PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING
Summary of Key Points 6th December,
2016
County Cllr. Latchford reported that he

is following up the enquiry to get a
licence to install our new CCTV
cameras on KCC streetlights.
The County still has to find savings of
about £5m to balance the budget.
A recent meeting with the Chief
Constable and the Police & Crime
Commissioner confirmed that
consideration is being given to
increasing the powers of PCSO"s.
The Chairman reported that Ben Patel of
Ben"s (Londis) Store is retiring in
Jamuary,2017.
A recent TDC meeting agreed that the

green wedges between towns and
villages in Thanet would be preserved.
The gates to the Spanton Memorial have
been refurbished and will shortly be
replaced.
Thanks were offered to Matthew
Spanton for assisting in the erection of
the Christmas Tree by the church.
The Chairman also informed the meeting
that he has been elected Chairman of the
Planning Committee; he was
congratulated by all.
Mr. Neil Harrop spoke to the meeting
about the need to improve the cricket

square at the Recreation Ground and
provide new equipment; Minster and
Nelson Cricket Club wish to expand
activities and encourage players of all
ages, including a junior team. The club
were willing to contribute what funds it
has and the Parish Council agreed to
make up any shortfall to improve the
grounds. Cllr. Latchford agreed to
contribute £1800 towards the purchase
of the equipment.
The Clerk reported that negotiation had
taken place with a representative of Kent
Highways to replace the sign at the
entrance to the village and position two
Village gateways at the top of Tothill St.
It was also agreed that the speed limit of

30mph in Tothill St. will continue up to
the roundabout.
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They also discussed a number of other
matters, including the lay-by in Laundry

Rd., yellow lines at various locations in
the village, the possibility of a loading
bay outside Ben"s Store and providing a
crossing point in Thorne Rd.
The Operations Committee Minutes
recommended a 3-year maintenance
agreement for the All-Weather pitch and
additional fencing to secure the pitch; the
meeting agreed to support the
recommendations.
The meeting agreed to support the
initiative from Bruno Peek relating to the
“Battle Over-A Nation"s Tribute and
WW1 Beacons of Light”, due to begin in
February, 2017.

The meeting was advised that Edward
Spanton had offered to donate the Bumpy
Track to the Parish Council; this matter
will be decided at the next meeting.
In order to reduce anti-social behaviour
at the bus stop on the east side of Tothill
St. the bench had been removed from the
shelter and consideration is being given
to installing a CCTV camera in the
vicinity.
The Dog Training School, which uses
the pavilion and Recreation Ground on
Saturday mornings, has requested the
hire of the ground to the south of the
multi-use games area on 1 or 2 weekday

mornings. This was agreed with a small
additional charge and the condition that
this would be in term time only.
The Twinning Association reported that
the Santa Dash had raised £275 for
charity.
Cllr. Whybrow was congratulated on his
appointment as Youth Commissioner for
Thanet Scouts. He thanked the meeting
and also asked for volunteers to assist in
the Minster Youth Club which he is
hoping to re-start.
10th January, 2017

Cllr. Whybrow has resigned from the
Parish Council and a notice of the
vacancy has been posted.
The vacancy created by the resignation
of Cllr. Glover has been advertised; the
application period expires on 16
January. An interview panel was agreed.
Cllr. Crow-Brown reported that the
Government"s new house bonus has
been
reduced from a sum equivalent to 6
years council tax to 5 years.
The offer from Edward Spanton to
donate the Bumpy Track to the Parish
Council for the use of the village was

accepted.
The Twinning Association will be
holding a Quiz Night at the British
Legion on 4th March.
Representatives from Gen 2 Property
Ltd gave a brief presentation on the
proposed Thanet Parkway Station.
Questions were asked by the Councillors
and the public. There will be further
public consultations in Thanet, in this
area they will be as follows: Cliffsend 7th Feb. 3pm-8pm
Acol 20th Feb. 3pm-8pm

Minster 23rd Feb 2pm-5.30pm
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PATIENT LIAISON GROUP
FIRSTLY:
We would like to say “HAPPY NEW
YEAR” to all our patients and friends,
and offer our apologies for any
duplications that previously appeared in
our January newsletter, but this is for the
benefit of our Minster and Manston
readers who do not receive a magazine
in January.
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR and RAFFLE
WINNERS

Thank you to everyone who supported us
in our fund raising project and helped
make the various events we held during
2016 such tremendous successes.
Special thanks go to Mr & Mrs Hood
who kindly supplied the PEDROSA
Fairground Organ, which was a
tremendous attraction and made the
occasion even more special. The prize
draw was held at the Bazaar and the
winner of the first prize was Mrs Wort
of Minster, with the second prize won by
Dr Crosfield who kindly re-donated it to
be raffled once again and it was then
won by Mr & Mrs Abbey. The third
prize was won by Mr & Mrs Jones of
Minster. A full list of the all the winning
numbers and lucky prize winners are on

display in the surgery. One prize is
STILL UNCLAIMED which is
“YELLOW 983” with the only contact
details of “Howell” and an unknown
mobile number.
FUND RAISING PROJECT - TARGET
ACHIEVED!
We are extremely grateful to the many
patients who have made such generous
donations, and together with the monies
made from our raffle and Christmas
Bazaar we are delighted to say we
achieved our target and were able to
purchase additional equipment to that
which was originally identified - which
was fantastic! Raising such an amount in

just a few months when we only
launched the project in September is
unbelievable.
OFFICIAL PRESENTATION
The new equipment was presented to the
Senior Practice Partner and members of
the Nursing Team on Wednesday 7
December. It was gratefully received by
Nurse Practitioner, Dawn Langdon, who
stated that it will be brought into service
immediately.
SURGERY TRAINING DAYS 2017
Please note that the surgery will close at
12.00 Mid-day on the following days:
Wednesday 22

February; Thursday 30 March;
Wednesday 26 April. Should you need to
see a doctor when the surgery is closed,
please call the NHS 111 Service via the
normal surgery number 821 333
where you will be transferred
automatically, or you can call direct on
111, to receive non-urgent confidential
health advice and information. For
urgent/life threatening issues, dial 999 as
normal.
“WALK FOR LIFE” ACTIVITY
PROGRAMME
The surgery has now launched this
programme and we are inviting people
to come and join us in a walk around the

local area for about an hour or so, with
the aim of meeting people and becoming
more active. Unfortunately bad weather
prevented the first one taking place, so
all being well our next walk is
scheduled for Thursday 9 February at
10.30. Weather permitting of course!
Please contact the surgery for further
information or you can just meet us all in
the surgery at 10.30.
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MISSED APPOINTMENTS - HOW
ABOUT A NEW YEAR
RESOLUTION?
Last month"s GP figures were greatly
improved, thank you very much, only 34

patients did not attend their doctor"s
appointment but the nurse"s
appointments saw a huge increase with
82
patients failing to attend. That"s 116
missed and wasted appointments, so a
plea, to all our patients throughout the
villages and surrounding areas: make
your New Year"s Resolution Don"t need it? Cancel it! It"s so easy: by
phone, by text, or on line - just do it!
Please!
FRIENDS AND FAMILY SURVEY
Last month patient"s responses were as
follows: Extremely likely/likely - 95% ;

Extremely unlikely/unlikely - 2% ;
Unsure/don"t know - 3%
LIAISON GROUP MEETING
If you have any issues you would like to
raise at our next meeting, or require
further information on any of the above,
then please contact either Ken Self on
821 200 or Jeanne Lawrence on 821
049.
MINSTER & MONKTON
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON CLUB
Royal British Legion, 61 Augustine
Road
EVERY WEDNESDAY 2.00pm -

4.00pm
Come and join us for a game of Bingo
ALL MEMBERS and bona-fide guests
welcome. Phone Pat on 822 622
TRASH & TREASURE SALE
St Nicholas Church, St Nicholas-atWade
Saturday 11 February 2017 9.30am to
12noon
PSYCHIC FAYRE
Sunday 12 March Village Hall 10.00am
- 4.00pm

£1 entrance, children free
Come early & book your readings
All profits to be sent to Animal
Sanctuaries
Enquiries to Kay on 01843 297 665
MINSTER & MONKTON
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Next Meeting
Wednesday 15 March 7.30pm Village
Hall
Speaker: Janine Dalton on „Sissinghurst
in Spring"

Points Competition: A pot of flowering
bulbs
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AMBER’S ADVICE
“Get on with it”, If you have the leisure
to think about it, you have the time to do
it.
TIGER’ TIP
To steady a wandering drill bit, give it a
softer place to start. Thin cardboard
(e.g. a piece of cereal box), taped firmly
in place, marked with the centre of hole,
works perfectly.

ZAC’S MUSINGS
A short tubby guy in a red suit with log
white hair and a beard has been seen
wandering around at our house, thank
goodness he doesn"t live here, he wants
all the space on the sofa. Talking about
the sofa the old boy has been sharing it
with me of late, some excuse about a bad
cold and can"t sleep in bed Grrr!!! He
always seems to want most of the fleecy
blanket!!
Stressed or what this weekend, you bet
he was, piles of paper everywhere and
the air was blue at times, back to normal
then!!
CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICE

TIMES
THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF
RAMSGATE AND MINSTER
Reverend Marcus Holden Telephone
592 071
Parish Office Saints Ethelbert &
Gertrude Church 72 Hereson Road
Ramsgate Holy day of Obligation each
Sunday at 10.00am in Minster Abbey
MINSTER ABBEY
www.minsterabbeynuns.org
The Abbey Chapel is open for prayer
throughout the day

Lauds: 8.30am Mass 9.00am, Sunday
10.00am Midday prayer 12.10pm
Vespers 6.00pm Compline 7.50pm
(followed by Silent Prayer)
All our visitors, not only Christians but
people of all faiths and spiritual
tradition, all who
„truly seek God" (rule of St. Benedict)
are warmly welcomed to join us in
prayer, in our beautiful monastic chapel.
THE SALVATION ARMY MINSTER
CORPS Church & Community Centre
Present Local Contact: Roger Harding
tel: 821 543

Mondays 9.30am Bumps and Babies
(Term time only) 2.15pm Friendship
Club Tuesdays 9.30am Parents and
Toddlers (Term time only)
Wednesdays 2.00pm Home League
Thursdays 9.15am Prayer Group.
10.30am until 2.30pm Age UK Outreach
Sundays 10.30am Family Worship
NEW OFFICERS AT MINSTER
SALVATION ARMY
Minster Salvation Army will welcome
new leaders Lieutenants Luke and Katy
Johnson and their two children on
Sunday 19 February at 10.30am.

It would be good to see as many people
there as possible.
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ST MARY MAGDALENE
MONKTON SERVICES IN
FEBRUARY
5
10.15am Holy Communion (CW)
12 10.15am Holy Communion (BCP)
19 10.15am United Covenant &
Communion Service with Methodists
Something new for Monkton

Seamark – look in, look up, look out Worship for all
4.00pm Sunday 26 February Monkton
Primary School Hall
Then each Fourth Sunday of the month
Accessible worship for all the
community
Come and try this new service
45 minutes to learn more together about
Jesus with singing, activities and prayer
followed by simple food and drink.
come and see
Info: Richard Braddy | 821250 |

info@wantsumchurches.org
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, MINSTER
SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
Reverend Richard Braddy Tel: 821 250
5
9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Praise
6.30pm
Evensong

12 9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Communion (CW)
19 9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Worship
26 9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Communion (CW)
Weddings at St Mary’s Minster

11 November 2016 Saul Creed & Katy
Lakin
Funeral at St Mary’s Minster
6 December 2016 Katy Creed née Lakin
17 January 2017 Marjorie Hulks
Wednesday Mornings at St Mary’s
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
followed by refreshments
Holy Communion at Home
is available for anyone who is unable to
access Minster or Monkton Church

Telephone 821 250 or 822 428
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CONTACTING YOUR DISTRICT &
COUNTY COUNCILLORS
TDC Villages
District Councillor Bob Grove
Bob is available to speak to residents by
appointment.
Please ring 07711 774 262 or contact
him via the Parish Office on 821 339
Email: cllr-bob.grove@thanet.gov.uk

District Councillor Derek Crow-Brown
Tel: 821 449
Email: cllr-derek.crowbrown@thanet.gov.uk
District Councillor Ken Gregory Tel:
822 368 or 07850 233 359
Email: cllr-ken.gregory@thanet.gov.uk
County
County Councillor Roger Latchford OBE
Tel: 01843 841 956 or email:
roger.latchford@kent.gov.uk
Contacting your MP: Sir Roger Gale MP

Roger holds regular advice surgeries for
appointments and advice on urgent
problems: Tel: 01843 848 588 (a.m.
from l0.00) Fax: 01843 844 856 (24hour) Web:
www.rogergale.co.uk Email:
galerj@parliament.uk Write:
HOUSE OF COMMONS, London,
SW1A 0AA
Thanks for listening - Your readers this
month were
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Musical interludes supplied courtesy of

Brenda Saker, Daryl Booth and Richard
Spendlove MBE

