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Welcome to the February 2016 issue
of Minster Matters
The Editors accept all advertisements,
articles and notices in good faith and
actively encourage the support of the
local traders and services. However, we
cannot be held responsible for the
quality of goods or services offered.
Please mention the magazine when
replying to advertisers.
The magazine and CD are published
eleven times a year, at the beginning of
each month, from February to December,
inclusive.

Views expressed herein are strictly
those of their author and do not
necessarily agree with those of the
Editor and/or the editorial team.
MM Subscriptions
Copies of the Magazine or CD are now
available on subscription to all nonresidents, worldwide.
Payments are in advance
To a UK postal address :Single Issue £2.00
Annually (11 issues) £20.00

Costs to an overseas address are
available on request, and we will be
pleased to quote for this service.
Minster Parish Council
Next meeting will be held on:
Tuesday 2 February @ 7pm in the
Neighbourhood Centre
Members of the public are welcome to
attend and can arrange to speak to the
Council through the Clerk or by
requesting the Chairman before the start
of the meeting. Copies of the Agenda are
available from the Clerk and are posted
in the Library. Clerk to the Council is
Mrs Kyla Lamb and the Council Office

is normally open from:9.30am - 12 noon weekdays; however
due to commitments that require staff
leaving the office it is better to ring first
to ensure the office is manned
tel: 821 339 fax: 825 869
Email:
clerk@minsterparishcouncil.org.uk
Parish Council Minutes are available on
their website at
www. minsterpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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EDITORIAL
HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!!
I’m struggling to write this today as I
have a streaming cold and my eyes are
sore and watering, but I'll plod on and
hope I get it finished in time to meet the
print deadline.
Here's hoping you all had a good
Christmas and Santa brought you
everything you wished for. Now to start
saving for next year!!
Here at Minster Matters we are going to
re-look at our Scarecrow Challenge for
this coming June, with a view to making

it less hectic for ourselves, easier for us
to judge and fairer to those who take the
time to build them. Were you involved
last year? Do you have any constructive
comments you'd like to make that may
assist us in improving the competition?
If so please do drop us a line; we'd love
to hear from you.
The 'Live Nativity' was absolutely
wonderful, and extremely well narrated
as we made our way to 'Bethlehem' thank you to everyone involved and
especially to those who organised it more next year please!!
There's never enough space to write
everything I'd like but maybe that's a

good thing, how's it go? - 'Always leave
them wanting more!!'

LOST
Ladies Gold Wristwatch lost on Friday 8
January somewhere between Minster
Church and Monkton Road, around
11.15am – 12.30pm. Please be so kind
as to ring 821 313
if you have any information as to its
whereabouts.
Thank you.

THANK YOU
Thanks to Julie and Gary at The Hair of
the Dog and to all the friends who made
Doug’s 70th birthday very special.

THANK YOU
Karen and Jenny would like to thank all
their lovely customers for their cards,
gifts and generosity in their tip box this
Christmas. A Happy and Healthy New
Year to you all.

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who supported us
with our fund raising in 2015.
Ben's and the Coop had collecting tins,
Dog Walker gave a donation, another
lady gave a donation instead of sending
Christmas cards.
A big thank you also goes to the
Snowdown Colliery Band for the
excellent concert In 2015 we have given
the Hospice a total of £2994.57 .
Lil and Esther
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LOOKING BACK WITH ‘LOOKING
AHEAD’
A Sister at the Abbey had a great idea, A
Nativity in the Barn, with a donkey.
Whether or not the others agreed I don’t
know, but her plan went into action! In a
corner of Minster in December over 200
people gathered at Nazareth (near
Rivers Court) to make the journey to
Bethlehem. Mary, Joseph and the donkey
walked slowly towards Bethlehem as a
group of children sang ‘Little Donkey’.
Suddenly Joseph saw his mum in the
crowd.
“Hi Mum, I’ll see you later,” he called
out.

As we travelled to Bethlehem, a reality
check. Our Warden and John Q were out
stopping the traffic. They waited as
shepherds, wise men and angels crossed
the road!
At last we reached Bethlehem
(Parkminster.) The Salvation Army Band
and the Handbell Ringers were already
at Bethlehem. They must have ridden on
camels to arrive so early!
Walking down the narrow path we heard
the wonderful sound of the Handbell
Ringers, at last we were in Bethlehem
Square.
Joseph knocked at the Inn – “No room
here” was heard. “Go down to the

stable.
At last everyone reached the stable,
older folk sitting on hay bales, Mary,
Joseph and the baby waiting, a donkey
standing by. We could see over a score
of angels, telling the shepherds to travel
to Bethlehem. The Narrator thought the
shepherds were lost – they were taking
rather a long time – then a voice called
out, “The shepherds are here!” Panic
over! The wise men saw the star and
hurried to Bethlehem, while the little
angels sang
‘Away in a Manger.’ Two of them read
‘A Poem to Jesus’, beautifully. The band
started to play and our voices rang out in

the stable. We were back in time
watching the Christmas story.
This was village life. The fast pace of
life, the chaos in parts of our world,
were all for that short time forgotten as
we sang the words ‘O come let us adore
Him, Christ the Lord.’
Name and address supplied

MINSTER W.I.
Tuesday 12 January, at 7.30, saw the
opening of the first monthly meeting for
2016 of the Minster Women’s Institute in
the Village Hall. President, Sarah EatonBrown, began by welcoming visitors
and members. She then thanked the
Committee for the wonderful work that
made the Christmas Party such a
success; not only for providing the
delicious food but organising the whole
evening including the entertainment from
the Greyhound Buskers.
Sarah outlined planned fund-raising
projects and various events – including a

trip to Windsor Castle in September.
With a monthly walk, games evenings,
Sunshine outings, theatre trips and our
birthday dinner etc., there are many
things, as always, for members to look
forward to.
Everyone was then richly entertained by
Mike Davis, the evening’s speaker, not
only with his history of The Magic
Circle, but with the outstanding magic
tricks he performed!
Fantastic fun for all. Next month’s
speaker will be Brenda Cameron with
her talk entitled
‘Health and Wel -being’.

Following the raffle, the meeting drew to
a close after a really enjoyable start to
the New Year.
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MINSTER
PLAYHOUSE
PROMPT CORNER
This Year’s May Play
Our next May play is a light comedy
about village life as typified by a
committee arranging a summer fete, ‘Day
of Reckoning’. We really welcome
newcomers of
whatever age or experience, to work
with us on- or back-stage.

The Christmas
Pantomime
We are also looking for a director for
this year’s pantomime, so if you would
like to take this on please get in touch.

Chaperones
We like to have children in our
pantomimes and they enjoy performing,
but, like everyone else, we are subject to
very strict rules about the care and safety
of the children involved. This primarily
involves us in providing chaperones for
the children during performances. This
is a simple duty and might be attractive
to anyone who would enjoy the
involvement with the Playhouse in this
capacity.
If you would be interested in
chaperoning children for our productions
please contact us

– we look forward to hearing from you.
www.minsterplayhouse.co.uk
info@minsterplayhouse,co.uk MISS
MINSTER
I have been Miss Minster for the past
year and have had the most amazing
experience.
Myself and my two Princesses Mollie
Hollands and Anastasia Shaw have had
so many good times representing our
fantastic village at countless events, I
could not have asked for a better time. It
has given us all confidence and faith in
ourselves and we have made some
wonderful friends along the way.

We would like to thank Roy and Carol
for all their hard work and the
commitment they put into making Minster
Carnival Court the best and most
enjoyable and fun experience.
Our parents too have been extremely
supportive, especially ‘Mummy Liz’
who always made sure we were ready
on time looking our best. So thank you,
to everyone who has supported us
throughout the past year, it has meant so
much to us all.
Grace Birch (Miss Minster 2015)

MINSTER
CARNIVAL
ASSOCIATION
Minster Carnival Association would
like to take this opportunity to thank the
Parish Council, village businesses,
Minster Matters, Minster ArmboutsCappel Twinning Association, Minster
Show and village people for the help
and support they have given us over the
past year.
And finally, thank you to the retiring
Court.

Roy and Carol
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TWINNING
ASSOCIATION
Here we are in 2016 with many events
planned. Firstly though, we are pleased
to announce that the final amount raised
for Cancer Research on our Santa Dash
in December was £448.26. It was a cold
day, but we had 67 people including
dogs willing to run or walk round the
Rec and play areas to cover the one mile
circuit. The cold weather was
counteracted by an abundance of hot
soups and drinks. Good Press coverage
ensued and a few pictures can be seen
on our Facebook page at:

facebook.com/minstertwinning
An extended list of dates for your diary:
Saturday 27 February – Quiz Night at the
RBL. Book your table of 6 to 8 people
by calling the RBL on 821 471 and let
them know how many places you wish to
reserve.
The cost is £5 per person including our
usual buffet. 7.30 for 8pm start. As
always there will be a raffle. Last year
we had a very good response so if you
haven’t already secured your place book
now.
Saturday 4 June – Race Night at the
RBL.

Sunday 19 June – Twinning Association
Anniversary. After the initial formalities,
there will be a Barn Dance which will
have a limited number of spaces
available at a small charge for people
from the village. The dance will be from
5 to 9.30pm. Saturday 20
August – Quiz Night at the RBL.
Sunday 11 September – Treasure Hunt.
Saturday 26 November – Coach trip to
Winchester Christmas Markets.
Sunday 4 December – Proposed date for
Santa Dash. Start putting your Santa
outfits together for the Santa Dash 2016
which is to be held in aid of the British

Heart Foundation.
Tools with a Mission - TWAM
Thank you!
A generous response from across the
Benefice supporting the TWAM Scholar
Pack initiative at our Gift Services in
December resulted in 118 scholar packs
and a donation of £390. Plans are being
made for our scholar packs to be taken
to the TWAM HQ in Ipswich, and – at
the same time - for representatives from
the Benefice to visit and see the
remarkable work that TWAM
undertakes.
Should you wish to know more about the

work of this Christian charity, you can
find TWAM on-line at: twam.co.uk
Paul and Sally Willins @ Minster
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NOTICE OF CO-OPTION OF
PARISH COUNCILLOR
Following the resignation of a
Councillor, Minster Parish Council is in
a position to co-opt a new Councillor to
represent Minster and would therefore
welcome expressions of interest.
Interested persons must be a qualifying
Commonwealth or EU citizen, aged 18
years or over and:

Have lived in the Parish or within three
miles of it for the preceding twelve
months Be a registered elector in the
Parish: or
Have occupied as owner or tenant any
land or premises in the Parish for the
preceding twelve months: or
Have their principal or only place of
work in the Parish for the preceding
twelve months Must not be disqualified
from holding office as a Councillor
A person is disqualified if they:
Hold any paid office or employment to
which they have been appointed by the
Council Are the subject of a bankruptcy

restrictions order or interim order
Have within five years of the day of cooption been convicted of any offence and
has had passed on them a sentence of
imprisonment for a period of not less
than three months (whether suspended or
not) without option of a fine
Have been found guilty of corrupt or
illegal practices or have been
responsible for incurring unlawful
expenditure and the court orders their
disqualification
Applicants should note that Councillors
are expected to attend monthly meetings
on the first Tuesday evening of every
month, additional meetings as may be

arranged, and to represent the electors of
Minster in raising and discussing issues
of interest on which the Parish Council
is empowered to act. Any person
wishing to serve as a Councillor should
write to the Clerk giving details of their
experience, interests and reasons for
wishing to serve. Applications should be
submitted to the Clerk by e-mail
preferably or by post if applicants do not
have access to a computer by no later
than Friday 12th February 2016.
All applicants will be interviewed by a
panel of appointed members of the
Parish Council and one applicant will be
appointed following the decisions of the
panel.

Kyla Lamb, Clerk to the Council

ABBEY PATCHERS
On Thursday evenings, from 7.30 to 9.30
pm, after the scouts have left the
building, Old Schools is buzzing with
chat and laughter as the ladies of Abbey
Patchers get on with the business in hand
- generally accepted as quilting but, hey
ho, anything goes. For the past couple of
months the group, with the much
appreciated help of friends, including
Project Linus, have been working on a
special project. Our aim was to provide
the Oasis Women’s Refuge in Margate
with sufficient quilts so that every child
living there would receive one on
Christmas morning and we far exceeded

our target. We had Nemo quilts, Thomas
the Tank, Humpty Dumpty, Cats and
Dogs and beautiful, vibrant quilts
suitable for any age.
A representative from Oasis Refuge
visited us in December to receive our
gift and the picture shows members of
the group alongside their work. Only to
us this project was never work but rather
a labour of love.
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LATE NIGHT
SHOPPING
Although the weather was a little damp
it didn’t stop Minster’s Annual Late
Night. The Salvation Army Band sat in
the rain to play carols creating a lovely
Christmas atmosphere. Santa arrived to
greet the excited children in his fantastic
Grotto courtesy of Jack and Margaret
Wraith.
Following the Christmas Lights
countdown by Miss Minster and her
Court, Minster School Choir sang some
beautiful Christmas songs making
everyone feel very proud of our school.

The Wantsum Morris Side who provided
entertainment for the shoppers and those
waiting to visit Santa were kept warm
by Mulled Wine supplied by John and
Viv Walford.
All of these people provided their time
free of charge to both help Minster shops
survive and to entertain our dedicated
shoppers. A HUGE THANK YOU to all
of you and to those who came out to
support your local shops. As I’ve said
many times before “You will lose them,
if you don’t use them!”
Karen Brazil
P.S. We still have some Santa Photos at
Attwells waiting for collection.

MINSTER
CHRISTMAS TREES
Minster came alive on the 22 November
when a dedicated team put up 50 trees
on various buildings in High St and
Monkton Rd. Another equally dedicated
team had spent the previous day in
absolutely horrible weather fixing the
lights to them in preparation.
A HUGE THANK YOU to Roger
Thompson who spent months soldering
over 11.000
bulbs and then continued to maintain
them throughout December. Thanks also

to Mick Bedwell for being ‘on-call’
when needed.
The trees were taken down and stripped
of their lights on the 10 January by the
same teams plus some very welcome
newcomers. Roy Bailey has now taken
the trees to Howletts for the animals to
enjoy.
All of this becomes possible each year
because of the willingness of a group of
volunteers and I thank each and every
one of you from the bottom of my heart.
The event, started many years ago by
myself, Ann Thomson and Chris Holdom
with just 20 trees has now grown into
another great Minster Tradition. It

wouldn’t happen without you all, so ‘Be
Proud of Yourselves’.
Karen Brazil
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VOLUNTEERS
WANTED
Minster Parish Council staff work
tirelessly to keep the village to the
standard we are all used to seeing, but
unfortunately, with government cutbacks,
it is getting increasingly difficult.
Minster has a small group of volunteers
who look after and maintain two
footpaths in the village. An even smaller
group is working on the High Street car
park to make it a nicer area. We are now
looking to enhance the cemetery area.
Do you love Minster and would like to

help out?
Do you have a few hours to spare per
week/month?
Are you aged between 15 and 100?
Would you like to have volunteering
listed on your University application?
Are you embarking on a Duke of
Edinburgh Award and require a
community scheme to join?
If you would like to join any of the
above groups, or have another area of
the village that you would like to see
improved, then please contact The
Clerk, Kyla Lamb at

clerk@minsterparishcouncil.org.uk or
ring 821 339.

MINSTER BOWLS
CLUB
Two more members have been honoured
by Kent County Bowls Association,
Glynne Hibbert has been made an
Honorary Life Member in recognition of
his long and faithful service to the
County whilst Brian Davis was given a
Certificate of Merit for his work on
behalf of Minster Bowls Club.
At the A.G.M. several committee
members did not offer themselves for reelection, Glynne Hibbert (Chairman),
Malcom Kennett (Treasurer), Margaret
Griffiths (Ladies Captain) and Alan

Griffiths (House Manager). Their
service to the Club was
acknowledged with thanks. Elected to
replace them were - Brian East, Serena
Townsend, Sylvia Arnold and Mim
Smith.
In the short-mat leagues the Abbots are
at present top of Division 3, but the
Hinds (Div.1) and the Monks (Div3) are
not being as successful.
Since our last report the Wednesday
Pairs, Gender Pairs and Morphew Cup
competitions have all reached the final
stage.
An "Open Day" was held on Sunday 10

January when some 32 participants, who
had never before played short-mat
bowls, competed for trophies donated by
Terry and Nem Waldron, in memory of
their late son Alistair.
The main event was won by the 'Young
Gunz', and the 'Plate' by the 'Saddlers
PH'. The
'Bowl' for the outstanding player of the
tournament was awarded to Tom Yates
who just pipped Mike Pointer for the
honour, both players were outstanding.
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MINSTER AND
MONKTON
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
The Committee would like to wish all
our members a Happy New Year and
hope that 2016 will be a good gardening
one. As a reminder - there is no meeting
until March, when there will be a talk on
Sweet Peas, in April the talk will be on
Bearded Iris whilst in May we will have
a talk on the care of Orchids.
Our Spring Show will take place on

Saturday 9 April and we are hoping
there will be some daffodils to show.
Don’t forget to spruce up your pot
plants, flowering or foliage, and bring
on your polyanthus and pansies/violas to
enter their respective classes, also think
about entries for the cookery and
handicrafts sections. Non-members too
can enter our ‘Shows’ as they are open
to everyone, schedules and entry forms
can be obtained from either 71 or 9,
High Street.
New members are always welcome and
are invited to come along to one of our
meetings as a visitor for just a £1, all
visitors whether potential members or
not are always very welcome.

We will be running our potato
competition again this year. Members
will be given one potato and a bucket
and using their own growing medium see
just what they can do, last year's winning
bucket weighed in at over 2kgs but you
can do better. The ‘weighing in’
will be in July and there will be a prize
for the winner.
We trust will be seeing everyone at our
March meeting,
Your Committee
AGE UK THANET

LONELY AT
CHRISTMAS
You may have seen the John Lewis
Christmas advertisement with the man in
the moon, which highlighted the plight of
lonely older people at Christmas time.
Many described it as a real tear jerker
and phones have been ringing at our
centres with people offering to help at
Christmas time.
It is true that for many older people
Christmas time can be very difficult, we
try our best to help and support
everyone. Our centre was open on
Christmas day so those who would

otherwise be alone have somewhere to
go and share the festivities with.
Traditionally at Christmas time people
tend to focus on those less fortunate than
ourselves, however for older people
they aren’t just lonely at Christmas time
but all the year around. Social isolation
is a real issue and many older people
don’t see anyone from one week to the
next.
Our befriending scheme has been set up
with these people in mind; we want to
make a real difference to an older
person’s quality of life. However we
need more volunteers to help us, so we
can visit a larger number of older

people. A volunteer befriender visits an
older person for a chat regularly once a
week, typically a visit will last an hour
or so. We match people who have
similar interests and in many cases great
friendships develop. If you have a little
time to spare during the week and would
like to find out about befriending an
older person, please contact Gill Ball on
07735 556 811 or email:
agecorecruiter@btinternet.com
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MANSTON
AIRPORT D.C.O.
RiverOak return batting for Manston and will be using a Development
Consent Order (DCO) process as the
means they will use.
Manston Airport – MP Welcomes
RiverOak initiative.
North Thanet`s MP, Sir Roger Gale, has
welcomed the announcement that the
RiverOak Corporation of America is
applying to acquire and operate Manston
Airport through a Development Consent
Order (DCO).

RiverOak meets Planning Inspectorate
team
On 5 January the RiverOak team and its
legal advisors met five members of the
Planning Inspectorate team at Temple
Quay House in Bristol.
The meeting, which lasted over two
hours, covered a range of issues relevant
to RiverOak’s proposed application for
a Development Consent Order in respect
of Manston Airport. It was agreed that
from now on there should be regular
monthly meetings between the parties as
the DCO process moves forward, the
first of which will take place in
February.

The Plan
It is RiverOak’s intention to apply for a
comprehensive DCO encompassing the
compulsory purchase of the airport and
the planning permissions required for the
reinstatement of Manston as a
specialised aviation agglomeration
centre offering the following facilities
and services:
• a major international centre for air
freight,
• a reliever for the major airports of
London,
• an extensive aircraft recycling and
engineering facility,

• a base for at least one passenger
carrier,
• a flight training school,
• a fixed base operation for executive
travel.
RiverOak has appointed the awardwinning Bircham Dyson Bell to act as its
DCU
solicitors. www.bdb-law.co.uk
UK government guidance on DCO
process:

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.g
and-advice/guidance/

Lots here. But in a nutshell the process is
between the RiverOak and the
Government.
And compulsory purchase powers can
be part of the DCO.
Included in the planning process will be
a new Passenger Terminal, realigning
Aprons and Taxiways.
Of course part of the process will be a
proper consultation with the people of
Thanet, in which the Save Manston
Airport association will have a part to
play, as will the people of Minster.
The whole DCO process is likely to take
18 months, but at the end we should have

a viable and working Manston Airport.
There will be a good home for TG
Aviation at last, again. And of course the
two museums will be expanded, and it is
hoped become “living museums” with
apprentices working on the historic
planes.
Dr. Beau Webber
Chairman, Save Manston Airport
Association
www.savemanstonairport.org.uk
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PATIENT LIAISON
GROUP
As this is the first issue of Minster
Matters this year, we would like to wish
you all a Very Happy and Healthy New
Year, and give you a brief recap of items
already published: 1. Dr B Strandvik We were very sad to have to say
farewell at the end of the year. On behalf
of all her patients and friends we
thanked her for her caring and
professional contribution to the Practice.
We also are delighted to inform you that
Dr R Mangam is now working with us as
a full time GP.

2. Christmas Bazaar and Raffle
Thank you to everyone who supported us
in our fund raising project and helped
make the various events we held during
2015 such tremendous successes. The
winner of the first prize was Mrs L
Keens of Minster, who generously chose
to donate her winnings back to this
year’s fund raising project. The second
prize went to Mr Cook of Birchington
and the third prize which was re-donated
for resale, was eventually won by Mrs
Hillier of Acol. A full list of the all the
winning numbers and lucky prize
winners were on display in the surgery
throughout December.

3. “NELLCOR” Patient Monitoring
System
This was officially presented on Friday
4 December and was attended by the
Senior Practice Partners who expressed
their sincere gratitude and thanked
everyone who had enabled this project
to be so successful. Once commissioning
and training have been completed it is
hoped that the new equipment will be in
service early in the New Year.
NEW APPOINTMENTS SYSTEM
From Monday 1st February the Practice
will introduce a new appointments
system and like any new system
continual adjustments may have to be

made to ensure it meets the necessary
requirements. Therefore we would like
to ask our patients for their help and
understanding during these changes.
Thank you.
NEW INFORMATION SYSTEM
A new TV Monitor is to be installed in
the waiting room designed to give up to
date information of surgery services and
facilities, and will include other local
and general information. Once
installation is complete it is expected to
be brought into service this month.
SURGERY TRAINING DAYS 2016
Please note that the surgery will close at

12.00 noon on the following days:
Thursday 25 February, Wednesday 23
March and Thursday 28 April.
Should you need to see a Doctor when
the surgery is closed, please call the
NHS 111
Service via the normal surgery number
821 333 where you will be transferred
automatically, or you can call direct on
111, to receive non urgent confidential
health advice and information. For
urgent/life threatening issues dial 999 as
normal.
Naturally, during the extended holiday
period, annual leave and typical winter

ailments can create a tremendous
demand on NHS resources, and we
respectfully request that patients
consider this before contacting their GP
unnecessarily.
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MISSED APPOINTMENTS - A slight
improvement since Christmas
Last month:- 41 Patients DID NOT
ATTEND THIER GP’s
APPOINTMENT, 68 Patients
DID NOT ATTEND THEIR NURSES
APPOINTMENT. THAT’S A TOTAL
OF 109

WASTED APPOINTMENTS. IT’S
YOUR N H S - Your Service - Your
Resource - So WHY
Waste It? We ALL PAY for it - so would
you waste your own money like this? So
PLEASE
CANCEL any appointment you no longer
need, but PLEASE REMEMBER - The
Practice will no longer tolerate those
who abuse the system.
PATIENT GROUP MEETING
If you have any issues you would like to
raise at our next meeting, or require
further information on any of the above,
then please contact either Ken Self on

821 200 or Jeanne Lawrence on 821 049
or via email to kenself@me.com
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR
ALL PATIENTS OF MINSTER
SURGERY
MISSED APPOINTMENTS
On Friday 20 November alone, 16
Patients failed to attend their
appointment, despite contacting the
surgery earlier in the morning stating
they needed an appointment that day.
THIS HAS NOW BECOME TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE!
It not only a complete waste of valuable

resources and appointments, but shows a
complete contempt of the needs of
others.
With the difficulties experienced by
some patients in making an appointment
in the first place, and the level of missed
appointments being continually
unacceptably high, this will no longer be
tolerated. Action HAS BEEN taken
against repeat offenders, and will
continue to be taken where deemed
appropriate and necessary.
Therefore, we must insist that if anyone
has made an appointment they no longer
need, please ensure you cancel as soon
as possible, so other patients may

benefit. It is very easy to do, by phone,
by text message, on line or in person.
We do appreciate that this just a small
minority who abuse the system and thank
the remainder of our patients for their
support and patience during these
difficult circumstances.
On behalf of Minster Surgery
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NEW MAKE OVER TV SERIES
LOOKING FOR WANNABE B&B
HOSTS!
Dream about retiring from the rat race
and running a B&B?

Strapped for cash but have a spare room
to rent?
Do you have a spare room that you could
be renting - but it needs clearing out and
a lick of paint? If you're looking for
ways to earn cash from your home and
fancy a home makeover - cal us now!
Have you thought about renting a room
out in your home, or turning your home
into a B&B but don’t know where to
start?
Ricochet the makers of Channel 4’s
Food Unwrapped, Channel 5’s Cowboy
Builders and Bodge jobs and BBC’s
Family Finders and Michel Roux’s
Service are seeking people to take part

in a new TV show on the art of
hospitality.
If you’re thinking about renting a room
out for some extra cash either for short
term lets, holiday lets or setting up a
B&B- call us now on 01273 224 829 or
email
BandB@ricochet.co.uk

MACMILLAN 4x4
CHALLENGE
Chris Birch and Jay (Growbags)
Grossmith, both village residents, are
competing in the 15th MACMILLAN
4x4 CHALLENGE from Friday 4 to
Sunday 6 March. It is a test of
navigational skills, observation, on and
off road driving ability and endurance,
by day and night, covering
approximately 1,000 miles around the
U.K.
They are hoping to raise over £1,000 but
actually need a minimum of £600 in

sponsorship. There will be collection
boxes in local businesses around the
village so please help support them to
raise as much as possible for Macmillan
Cancer Support.
To read more about this go to
www.mac4x4.co.uk which is the official
site for the event.

Horticultural Society
No Meeting until March
Minster & Monkton Wednesday
Afternoon Club
Royal British Legion, 61 Augustine
Road
EVERY WEDNESDAY 2.00pm 4.00pm
Come and join us for a game of Bingo
ALL MEMBERS and bona-fide guests
welcome

Phone Pat on 822 622
NHS BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IN
MINSTER
Wednesday 3 February 13.30 – 16.00
17.00 – 19.30
Monday 29 February 13.30 – 16.00
17.00 – 19.30
Both sessions at the Mini Bloodmobile,
The Bell Inn, 2 High Street, Minster
CT12 4BU
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ST NICHOLAS AT WADE CHURCH,
TRASH & TREASURE SALE
Saturday 6 February, 9.30 to 12noon
You may find just what you’re looking
for.
China, Glass, Books, Jewellery,
Antiques, Small Furniture etc. You name
it we might have it. Tea & Coffee
available. All proceeds towards the
maintenance of our beautiful village
church
Minster & Monkton Royal British
Legion Women’s Section
NEXT MEETING Monday 8 February

A Valentine Card For A Famous Person
Bingo , Speaker or Quiz
Raffle prizes needed for all meetings
For further information please contact
Miriam Smith on 822 589

Minster WI
Monthly Meeting Tuesday 9 February
7.30pm Village Hall
Games Evening Wednesday 24 February
7 for 7.30pm Village Hall Committee
Room Minster Carnival Association
Selection Dance
Girls - will you be a minimum of 14, or
under 20, by the end of June 2016?
Would you like to be a part of the
Minster Carnival Court to meet new
people and make new friends both in the
Village and around Kent, as well as
representing Minster in our French

Twinning Village of Armbouts Cappel?
You can be assured of some great days
out and some really interesting
experiences that will see you as
Ambassadors for Minster.
To be in with this chance of a lifetime
just turn up on the evening, entry is free
to anyone taking part.
Saturday 13th February 7.30pm, Minster
Village Hall
Admission for non-entrants is £4.00
Tea and Coffee available otherwise
please bring your own drink

Interested? Then please contact Roy or
Carol on 01843 821 705

CANTERBURY
CHORAL SOCIETY
CANTERBURY
CATHEDRAL
Saturday 12 March, Handel’s Messiah
Tickets for all performances are
available from Canterbury Ticket Shop
(Marlowe Theatre) 01227 787 787 or
www.canterburyticketshop.com and
there are discounts available for booking
all the concerts for the season.
Full information on the website

www.canterburychoral.co.uk
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PSYCHIC FAYRE
Sunday 20 March Village Hall 10.00am
- 4.00pm
Lots of Stalls
Mediums giving Tarot, Spirit, Angel
Cards and Psychometry readings
Tombola for Cats in Crisis
Tea bar open all day at reasonable
prices
£1 entrance, children free
Come early & book your readings

All profits to be sent to Animal
Sanctuaries
Enquiries to Kay on 01843 297 665

SCHOOL PAGE
5…4…3…2…1…BLAST OFF!
On the 15th December, 11:03 am, Major
Tim Peake blasted off to outer space, the
first English person aboard the ISS
(International Space Station). After
training for SIX
WHOLE YEARS to join the crew on the
station, he finally was able to fulfil his
dream and fly off to space. The pupils at
our school (Minster Primary School)
counted down and watched the Live
Stream from BBC. Some of us were
lucky enough to go to Wellesley House
School to watch it, and Erin Scotcher

and Shazar Salar from Silver class were
even interviewed on TV! I have written
a little poem to show you what that final
moment was like as Tim Peake went up:

TIM PEAKE BLASTS
OFF
We all sat in awe at the rocket,
Were overjoyed at his suit,
But most of all we watched on,
As up the sky he did shoot!
It came up as fast as lightning,
Flames rushing from behind,
One minute he was on the ground,
The next he’s king of the sky!

We stood stock-still for a moment,
We would never see this again,
Tim Peake, the daring astronaut
now in Space he reigns!…
By Maisie Chambers
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SEVERE FLOODING
DEMOLISHES
HOMES
Dreadful floods poured in making
hundreds of people homeless in the UK!
Bridges crumbled, roads became
slippery and cars were damaged, some
people will not survive these destructive
floods! People have been driven from
their own homes and some have
developed new ways of ignoring the
floods. For instance in Sunderland there
are metal poles to keep the houses safe
from these life threatening floods.
Luckily these floods are very unlikely to

hit Minster so we’re safe.
By Charlie Miles

COMPUTER
SAFETY
Make sure you child is safe when using
the computer and this is how to use these
tips and will ensure your child will be
safe.
Tell your child to ask permission to
enter the Internet.
Watch your child when playing on the
Internet .
Ask permission before you meet
someone on the Internet .

Be smart and this is what smart stands
for:S safe : keep safe by being careful not to
give out personal information such as
your full name, email address, phone
number, home address, photos or school
name to people you're chatting with
online.
M meet : meeting someone you have
only been in touch with online can be
dangerous.
Only do so if you know them or you are
with your guardian.
A accepting emails messages or opening
files pictures or texts from people you

don’t know or trust can lead to
problems, they may contain viruses or
nasty messages.
R reliable information you find on the
Internet may not be true, or someone
online may be lying about who they are.
Make sure you check before you believe
it.
T tell your parent, carer or a trusted
adult if someone or something is making
you feel uncomfortable or worried, or
someone you know is being bullied
online.
By Alex Alsop

KNITTING CLUB
On Monday’s, Mrs Howes runs a
knitting club after school. It is for years
4 and 5 only. At knitting club, for people
who don’t know how to knit, you get to
learn how to. Or if you are one of the
people who already knows how to knit,
you can just have a nice hour or so of
knitting time. We are having to make a
blanket for Mr Marston (one of the year
six leaders). Some of the children who
take part in knitting club make other
things, like: Blankets, Gloves, Jumpers,
Scarves and much more!
By Milly Sparham
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CHOCOLATE
Have your parents ever said chocolate
doesn’t grow on trees well now listen to
me it does because the cocoa bean
grows on it.
Did you know that chocolate was
originally a cold drink? This drink was
made somewhere in Mexico by a little
girl and boy. They went into the woods
and they found the cocoa beans they put
it on a hot tile and they melted to make
this drink they put some spices to make it
taste better. They shared it with most of
their village and they all liked it.
So now you know that chocolate wasn’t

just a solid.
By Daniel Fengas.

YEAR 6 PROJECT
Over the holiday’s year 6 were allowed
to do a project about anything to do with
WW2.
We had models, news reports and a
poem written by Maisie Chambers. We
linked these to our literacy skills as we
had to do a presentation to the class
about our project. This tested our
speaking and listening skills.
Before this we had a visitor who was a
poet, and we asked him some questions
to feed our knowledge about WW2.
We would all like you to congratulate

your child on his/her exceptional
projects. They were all fabulous. It was
evident that hard work and dedication
was put into it.
By Ayo

WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE
OUR NEW TOPIC
Our new topic is William Shakespeare
here are some of the books we have
been reading Macbeth, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream and Henry V. William
Shakespeare was an
author/writer and he used a lot of Old
English that we don’t understand. Here
are some of the other books he wrote;
Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, The Tempest,
As You Like It, Othello, King Lear,
Twelfth Night and The Merchant Of

Venice. William Shakespeare was a
really good writer and we are looking
forward to learning about him in year 5.
By Ruby Hawksworth

DAVID BOWIE
David Bowie was a legend in music - he
changed many teenagers lives with some
of his most famous tracks. He did not
care what other people thought about
what he wore and started a new
revolution of fashion. With his alter ego,
Ziggy Stardust, he became one of the
most recognized faces in pop.
Unfortunately, he died at only 69 years
of age from liver Cancer on January 10,
2016. I and many other people in the
world were great fans of his songs.
Some of my favourites are “Starman”,
“Life on Mars”, and “Space Oddity”.

We hope David Bowie rests in peace.
By Maisie Chambers
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AMBER’S ADVICE
Just keep your mouth shut today, and see
if you feel the same way tomorrow
TIGER’ TIP
Clean the inside of a dirty vase by filling
it with vinegar and a handful of dry rice
and give it a good swirl around
ZAC’S MUSINGS

The Festive season is well and truly
over for another year, I've got a brand
new bed, the old boy has a big bright
new aquarium, Mum has a new kitchen
so everything's right in our little world I Think !!
The trouble now is the bathroom needs
renovating, the back bedroom needs a
major furniture rehash, the garden needs
a good sorting out, the car needs a deep
clean and polish and the old fellow
needs to get his desk tidied before Mum
does as she often threatens and chucks
everything out - but I've a feeling he's not
going to get that done any time soon. He
has done a bit but there is still a
mountain of paperwork stacked up all

around his keyboard thingy. Let's hope it
doesn't bury him before he gets it
sorted!!

IN MEMORIAM

FLO FRIGHT
Steve, Nikki, Ryan, Megan, Rene and
Brian would like to send a huge Thank
You to W.S.
Coles, The Salvation Army and the
Royal British Legion, for everything they
have done on behalf of Nan's (Flo
Fright's) funeral, and also thank you to
all of her friends from Minster who
came along and paid their respects.

JOANNE MARIE
BURROWS
9th March 1984 - 27th December 2015
After a year fighting brain cancer, our
precious daughter Joanne passed away
on Sunday 27th December 2015.
Gone To Soon, but will always carry a
special place in our hearts.
Cremation details TBC.
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CHURCH NEWS
AND SERVICE
TIMES
The Catholic Parish of Ramsgate and
Minster
Reverend Marcus Holden Telephone
592 071
Parish Office Saints Ethelbert &
Gertrude Church 72 Hereson Road
Ramsgate Catholic Mass each
Wednesday and Holy day of Obligation
at 12.00noon in the Church of St Mary
the Virgin, Minster and each Sunday at

10.00am in Minster Abbey

Minster Abbey
www.minsterabbeynuns.org
The Abbey Chapel is open for prayer
throughout the day
Lauds: 8.30am Mass 9.00am, Sunday
10.00am Midday prayer 12.10pm
Vespers 6.00pm Compline 7.50pm
(followed by Silent Prayer)
All our visitors, not only Christians but
people of all faiths and spiritual
tradition, all who
‘truly seek God’ (rule of St. Benedict)
are warmly welcomed to join us in

prayer, in our beautiful monastic chapel.

THE SALVATION
ARMY MINSTER
CORPS
Church & Community Centre, Tothill St.
Major Trevor Green tel: 822 308 or 825
178
Mondays 9.30am Bumps and Babies
(Term time only) 2.15pm Friendship
Club Tuesdays 9.30am Parents and
Toddlers (Term time only)
Wednesdays 2.00pm Home League
Thursdays 9.15am Prayer Group

Sundays 10.30am Family Worship
St Mary Magdalene Monkton Sunday
Services in February
7
10.15am Holy Communion (CW)
14 10:15am Holy Communion (BCP)
21 10:15am United Holy Communion
with Methodists
28 10.15am Family Service
20
St Mary the Virgin, Minster Sunday

Services in February
Reverend Richard Braddy Tel: 821 250
7
9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Praise
Ash Wednesday
10 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
7.30pm
Encounter Lent - to include Holy

Communion
14 9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Communion (CW)
21 09:00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Worship
28 09:00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Family Communion (CW)
Wednesday Mornings at St Mary’s
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP)

followed by refreshments
Holy Communion at Home is available
for anyone who is unable to access
Minster or Monkton Church Telephone
821 250 or 822 428
Wedding at St Mary’s Minster
Saturday 5 December 2015
Toni Jones & Ian Jones
Funeral at St Mary’s Minster
Friday 8 January
Henry (Harry) Preston (91)

Thanet Crematorium
21
CONTACTING YOUR DISTRICT &
COUNTY COUNCILLORS
TDC Villages
District Councillor Bob Grove
Bob is available to speak to residents by
appointment.
Please ring 07711 774 262 or contact
him via the Parish Office on 821 339
Email: cllr-bob.grove@thanet.gov.uk

District Councillor Derek Crow-Brown
Tel: 821 449
Email: cllr-derek.crowbrown@thanet.gov.uk
District Councillor Ken Gregory Tel:
822 368 or 07850 233 359
Email: cllr-ken.gregory@thanet.gov.uk
County
County Councillor Roger Latchford OBE
Tel: 01843 841 956 or email:
roger.latchford@kent.gov.uk
Contacting your MP: Sir Roger Gale MP

Roger holds regular advice surgeries for
appointments and advice on urgent
problems: Tel: 01843 848 588 (a.m.
from l0.00) Fax: 01843 844 856 (24hour) Web:
www.rogergale.co.uk Email:
galerj@parliament.uk Write:
HOUSE OF COMMONS, London,
SW1A 0AA
Thanks for listening - Your readers this
month were
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Musical interludes supplied courtesy of

Brenda Saker, Daryl Booth and Richard
Spendlove MBE

