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Welcome to the August 2012... issue of Minster
Matters
The Editors accept all advertisements, articles and
notices in good faith and actively encourage the support
of the local traders and services. However, we cannot
be held responsible for the quality of goods or services
offered.
Please mention the magazine when replying to
advertisers.
The magazine and CD are published eleven times a
year, at the beginning of each month, from February to
December, inclusive.
Views expressed herein are strictly those of their author
and do not necessarily agree with those of the Editor
and/or the editorial team.
MM Subscriptions

Copies of the Magazine or CD are now available on
subscription to all non
residents, worldwide.
Payments are in advance
To a UK postal address :Single Issue £1.60
Annually (11 issues) £15.00
Costs to an overseas address are available on request,
and we will be pleased to quote for this service.
MINSTER PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
There is no meeting in August - The next meeting will be
Tuesday 4th September at 7pm
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EDITORIAL
Wow, what a busy month I’ve had since I was last sat
here writing this column, a month which culminated in
me carrying the Olympic Torch in the Official Torch
Relay closely followed by carrying it a second time
heading up the parade for the Village Show, both of
which I feel very honoured to have been asked to do.
The month has flown by, what with having been out on
my annual soirée
judging villages across the county for Kent Community
of the Year (selection of winners in mid August Minster didn’t enter) but this time with a twist, in that I
was accompanied every day by a group of 6
Romanians who were here to see
how villages in England differ from those in their own
country. We had some good laughs even though they
struggled with English and I profess to know not a
single word of Romanian. Luckily we had a very good
interpreter who was kept extremely busy.

Originally, I was supposed to be going on the exchange
visit to Romania, to help out for 3 weeks at an
orphanage summer camp, but then I heard I had been
selected to carry the Olympic Torch, on a date that
unfortunately fell midway through that trip, meaning I
could only do one or the other but not both, so realising
the Torch would be a once in a lifetime opportunity I
elected not to go to Romania but to remain here and
take my place in the relay, after all I may be lucky
enough to be chosen to go to Romania another year.
With the Torch Relay looming close I still wasn’t in
possession of a uniform or instructions, so after emailing
LOCOG I eventually received the expected
package, less than one week before the event, only to
find on opening it that, of the two piece uniform it
should have contained, I had only received the trousers,
and they were double XL in size !! (Maybe you’ve seen
the picture of me holding them up !!) So frantic phone
calls to the organisers resulted in them sending out
another uniform which arrived just 3 days before the

event, luckily this time it actually fitted, although they
were a little long in the leg, but then it was panic stations
as the torchbearers manual, that came with it, showed
they are very strict as to what else you can or can’t
wear. Everything had to be white and I didn’t have any
white undies, socks or trainers, so we had to trawl best
part of all the local outlets to find what I needed, the
trainers proving to be the biggest headache as they had
to have no makers names or logos or if they did then
they were to be as minimal as possible. It’s surprising
what you can hide with a bit of tippex !
I had some great feedback for last months magazine
and I thank all those who took the time to tell me what
a good job our team was doing. On behalf of the other
members of the team thank you all for for your kind
words, they really are appreciated.
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SUMMER READING
CHALLENGE
Children who sign up to Story Lab receive their own
3D lab model where they can keep track of their
progress and collect stickers as they work their way
through bronze, silver and gold stages. Children who
participate in the Reading Challenge head back to
school more confident readers and it helps prevent their
reading levels from 'dipping' during the long break.
Before you head off on your summer holidays visit
Minster library and check your family's books out for
your break. Books are loaned for three weeks and it's
free to borrow adults books as well as children’s.
RAY'S OLYMPIC TORCH
Firstly may I say how proud I am to have successfully
nominated Ray Owen to carry the Olympic Torch.
It's not until the last couple of weeks that I realised what

a special moment this would be in our history. The
reason Ray was picked was down to what I wrote in
my letter explaining what Ray does voluntarily for the
village.
This includes heading the wonderful team of volunteers
for this brilliant
magazine, the work he does on the Minster (Flower)
Show committee, the
websites he has set up and runs for various groups, the
starting up of the recycled battery collection, the
founder of the Thanet Freegle site enabling people to
give and receive things needed, the effort he put into
filling forms and gathering info which led to us winning
Kent Village of the Year in 2009 and the fact that he is
at the beck and call of everyone that needs something
sometime.
Now I need your help, I nominated Ray through Lloyds
Bank. Coca Cola were

another sponsor who paid for their nominees torches so
they could keep them.
Lloyds Bank didn't, although they have offered them at
a reduced rate with stand of £294. You may have seen
them on Ebay selling for thousands of pounds, Ray's
torch will never be there as it is something he is very
proud to own and wishes to pass on to his family.
I think it would be a lovely gesture if the village of
Minster paid for Ray's torch so that it meant even more
to him knowing how much we appreciate his efforts in
everything he does for the villagers. He shouldn't have
to buy it himself. Please remember the reasons he was
picked in the first place.
There will be a collection box in Attwells Newsagents
for anyone who wishes to help make this a gift to Ray
or at least pay a fair chunk towards the cost.
I would have liked to have kept this a secret from Ray
but that's impossible with his involvement in the village.
Thank you, Karen Brazil
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WILDLIFE SURVEY OF
MINSTER
I’d just like to say a huge thank you to everyone who
took part in the wildlife survey of Minster that I
organised, and also to those who took an interest in it
and sent in photos. It’s been wonderful getting in the
forms and analysing the results!
A small exhibition displaying the results will take
place during the Church’s Saturday Market at the
Old Schools on 11th August, 10.00am-12.00noon.
Do come along and have a look at what wildlife we
have in Minster, as well as taking a look at all the
wonderful photos that have been accumulated.
I look forward to seeing you there! Katie Hogben

MINSTER BOWLS CLUB
July 8th was a special day for the club, when members
of the Kent County
Patrons Bowling Association came to help us celebrate
our 75th anniversary with a game of bowls, bringing 28
players and guests. We were honoured by them
having in their team, the County President and his
Senior Vice President, the Chairman and Officers of the
Patrons plus members from all over Kent.
Due to the distances our visitors had to travel home,
Pam Wooldridge made
certain they had full stomachs before they left. The after
game meal was
individual steak and kidney puddings, new potatoes and
two veg, followed up by strawberries and cream.

In response to Ken Wooldridge, our Club President’s
welcome, the Patrons
Chairman also presented a cheque to the KCBA
Benevolent Fund for £600.00
which was gracefully accepted by the Fund Secretary,
Glynne Hibbert. This is half of the money the Patrons
raise each year whilst visiting clubs around the County.
Other things going on at the club
Internal competitions are progressing. The next big
fixture will be the visit of the Isle of Thanet Ladies
on the 6th August, for their annual challenge match
against Minster Men, and the fixture for the 19th August
is the Ray Razzell Trophy competition for all club
members.
We have some comfy bench seats for visitors to watch
us play, so it's not too late to call in at the green. You
might then think… “I would like to have a go, possibly
join, progress to playing”… we have all the equipment

available that is required to play, later, once you are
sure this game is for you, we can offer you help and
advice on what to purchase.
Glynne
Minster United
Rain throughout the night. Still raining as we opened up
the Club, at 8.00am, to prepare for the day. The
forecaster’s said "it would be clear by 10.00am".
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A phone call to say two teams would not be coming,
disappointment for Brian and Sylvia Davis after their 12
months of planning and organisation.
BUT !!
Suddenly the village young and mature turned up. The
first 12 teams started playing on time in anoraks and
other coloured tops to keep warm. It wasn't long

before the sun broke through, the temperature started
rising, as did the
excitement from players and spectators alike. Could this
have been helped by the wonderful aroma Pam
Wooldridge and her ‘girls’ created cooking bacon
sandwiches?
Each team got two games before the knockout rounds
started.
Teams with names like, The Quarry Men, Saddlers',
Bens, MFC, Funny O Lot,
Pointers, Debbies, MFC Vets, Lisa’s and Cutting
Edge, plus others.
The final for the £300.00 was between the Pointers, &
MFC. The Plate final was between Lisa's and Cutting
Edge for £150.00.
MFC donated their winnings to the Macmillan Trust,

whilst Cutting Edge split their prize between the Kent
Air Ambulance and Minster Patients Liaison Group.
Better luck next year to The Pointers and Lisa's teams.
Once again we are indebted to Jonathan (W S Cole &
Son) for sponsoring the day, plus putting in a team. We
thank all the teams from around the village for their
support in this annual event. To those who made up
teams at the last minute, including the couple from South
Wales (on holiday) we say a special thank you.
To the dedicated club members who helped on both
ends of the green both
scoring and advising, to those in the kitchen and others
behind the bar, thank you all.
See you all next year, for Open Day.
Editors note: The Bowls Club website is active
again, but with a slightly different address, it is now
at: www.minsterbowlsclub.org.uk and is being

hosted on the webspace belonging to this magazine.
I am trying to get it up to date and with more items
of interest, so if you have any pictures of this club in
any of its previous guises eg old green with wooden
pavilion, old green with brick pavilion, old green
with temp caravan, present green with wooden
clubhouse or just anything to do with the club then I
would love to borrow them to include on the
website.
I am also looking for match scores to complete the
fixtures page, any missing trophy winners from the
various honours lists, interesting stories/anecdotes
in fact anything at all to do with Minster Bowls
Club. So get digging those old photo albums out
and let me have them to scan.
Contact me by any of the methods available on
page 2 of this issue.
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MINSTER-IN-THANET WI

Marion Rose, the President, opened the July meeting
with thanks to the night’s hostesses and the flower
arranger. “Jerusalem” followed. Marion reminded
members that the Minutes of the June meeting were on
the notice boards table and then called upon Marion
Bullard to introduce Harvey Cole RNLI, speaker for
the night. Members were really entertained by Harvey
recounting his time as navigator on Ramsgate’s
Lifeboat. Afterwards, during refreshments, members
had many questions for this very popular speaker.
Marion then reported that her Strawberry Tea (on the
11th) would be held in the Committee Room at the
Village Hall as Monkton Road was being gritted on that
day. Volunteers are needed for Minster Show float
decoration and the making of costumes. Also the Cooperative entry still had some gaps and more produce
and volunteers are needed for the stall. Marion
announced that the Garden morning at Ann and Don
Wilks’ house raised £222.25 but there was a
poor turnout of member customers! She then presented

Ann with a thank you gift from Minster WI.
Liz Shervington, Secretary, informed the meeting about
current
correspondence and pointed out that the EK booking
form and booking form for the Creative Workshops at
Faversham on 1 November are on the notice boards
table. Also more patterns are available for the QEQM
baby blankets. The Treasurer’s report followed, then
Marion put forward the suggestion that
November’s Dabble Day should have a Christmas
theme and this was approved
by the members. The Minutes of the last two meetings
were approved and the seaside-themed raffle brought
the meeting to a close at 9.15.

AUGUST DATES
No meeting in August but Coffee & Chat, 10 am to
12 noon, is on 16th August and the Games
Evening, 7.30 to 10pm, is on the 22nd August. The
Environmental & Natural History Group has their
guided tour of a vineyard and visit to Paddlesworth
Church on the 24th August.

SEPTEMBER DATES
September’s meeting is on the 11th in the Village
Hall. Coffee & Chat, 10
am to 12 noon on 20th September, Games
Evening, 7.30 – 10 pm, on 26th
September – both in the Village Hall Committee
Room. NB: Darts are every Tuesday, 2 to 4 pm, in
the small Committee Room.
Minster WI has (lively, interesting) meetings
every second Tuesday in the month with a variety
of activities taking place throughout the year.
Guests are invited to the monthly meetings and assured
of a warm welcome to a very enjoyable evening
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PATIENT LIAISON
GROUP
(MINSTER)
MINSTER SURGERY - NEW INITIATIVES
Minster Surgery is currently looking at new ways of
working which are aimed at improving the patient
experience with the practice.
The practice are considering a number of initiatives
such as:
Improved Appointment System.
Patient ‘Self’ Check In system, working in conjunction
with the current ‘manned’ reception desk.
Patient Information in waiting area providing

appropriate
detail on the services offered by the surgery.
Changes to patient waiting area layout to provide more
privacy to those patients wishing to speak to a
Receptionist.
The Surgery building will also be opening at 8.20am
from 3rd September to release more staff to assist with
initial telephone demand.
Patient feedback is always welcome, so your views on
potential improvements to the patient experience with
the practice would be gratefully appreciated.
TOYS APPEAL
We are proposing to refurbish the “Kiddies Corner”
area of the waiting room and replace the toys with some
new ones and wondered if anyone had good

quality toys that were no longer used by their children
and would kindly donate them for this purpose.
Naturally they would have to be “noiseless” so as not to
inconvenience other patients.
Thank you.
SURGERY BANK HOLIDAY CLOSURE
Please note that the surgery will be closed all day
on Monday 27th August.
Should you need to see a Doctor during these times
then please call “Doctors on Call” via the normal
surgery number - 821333. Or you can also call “NHS
Direct” on 0845 4647 for confidential health advice and
information for you and your family. Thank you.
PATIENT GROUP MEETING
If you have any issues you would like to raise at our
meeting in August, or require further information on any

of the above, then please contact :

KEN SELF on Thanet
821200
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1ST MINSTER CUB PACK LITTER PICK
WITH MCDONALD'S MINSTER.
1st Minster Cub Pack had been asked by the New
McDonald’s Restaurant to
help with a litter pick.
Having learnt about reusing, reducing and recycling of
waste at a pack evening and which bin the rubbish
should be placed in and location of recycling centres we
were now ready to tackle the litter pick around Minster.
Having met up with Manager Trevor, Simon and Lisa
from McDonald’s we collected rubbish around the
designated route given to us by Minster Parish Council.
Several bags were collected. As a treat after the cubs

and leaders were invited to McDonald’s for a meal.
After a tour of the restaurant the managers presented
the pack with their Environment Partnership Award.
A well deserved badge as it had rained during the litter
picking but the cubs carried on. Our thanks go to
McDonald’s at Minster.
Akela 1st Minster Cub Pack
TIMELY REMINDERS FROM THE PARISH
COUNCIL
Gravel Drives
It is vital that rubbish does not collect in the street
drains. As more and more people are laying gravel
drives could we ask you to please sweep your gravel
back onto your drive. Your cars pull the gravel out onto
the pavement as you drive in and out; this not only
causes a hazard for the elderly, wheelchair users and
pushchairs using the pavements, but the gravel then
ends up on the road where it is swept by rain, car tyres

and inadvertently by the road sweeper into the drains,
causing a build up and eventually a blockage.
Boundary Hedges
Residents are also reminded that they have an obligation
to keep the public footpaths clear around their
properties if they have a boundary hedge. Hedges must
be kept cut back so as not to impede the use of the
footways or cause a nuisance to pedestrians.
So, please get out your brooms and clippers, spend a
while now and then
keeping your gravel where it belongs and your hedges
trimmed back!
Many thanks for your help.
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MM CLASSIFIEDS
Only good things have been heard about our new

Classified Ads spot
There is no charge to villagers for small Ads placed
here and they are proving to be a success, with items
getting sold on the day the magazine hits the streets.
So, do you have something to sell, or is there an item
you’d like to find?
We take both offered and wanted small ads here.
Just jot them down, email them to us or leave us a note
at the library, we’ll be pleased to print them for you.
PRIVATE WHEEL CLAMPING TO BE
BANNED
In view of the many complaints that we all receive
relating to “cowboy
clamping” the following Government Press Release may
be of interest.

Roger Gale MP
‘Wheel clamping without lawful authority will be
banned in England and Wales from 1 October 2012,
with anyone breaking the law facing criminal
charges and a fine.
Ban on wheel clamping without lawful authority
Once the ban comes into force on 1 October 2012, it
will be illegal to clamp, tow away or immobilise a
vehicle without lawful authority to do so. Anyone
who breaks the law will face criminal charges and a
fine if convicted.
In effect, this will ban most clamping and towing by
anyone other than the police, local authorities,
government agencies such as the Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Authority (DVLA) and Vehicle and
Operator Services Agency (VOSA) plus other bodies acting in accordance with
statutory or other powers, such as railway stations

and airports. Bodies with lawful authority to clamp
and tow may continue to contract out this work to
private companies.
DVLA and VOSA will continue to clamp or tow
vehicles which are unroadworthy or have not had their vehicle tax paid.
What’s happening prior to October 2012
Currently, the law says that individuals or
businesses can clamp vehicles if they have a valid
vehicle immobiliser licence from the Security
Industry Authority (SIA).
This will apply until the ban comes into force in
October 2012.’
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CHRISTMAS WILL SOON BE HERE!
Would you be prepared to make a Christmas
Shoebox?
The Shoeboxes will be distributed to children living in
poverty in Africa, Asia and Europe by Smile
International in December (Charity Number
1079730).
Some of the children are orphans, others live in refugee
camps, but all of them live in deprivation. For the
majority of children, the Christmas Shoebox will be
their only Christmas present, and it will be much
appreciated and will generate lots of excitement!
Smile International is a charity passionate about
helping to relieve suffering and poverty through the
distribution of humanitarian aid; the Christmas
Shoeboxes are one of their projects. For more
information, please see

www.smileinternational.org
You can make a shoebox on your own or share one
with a friend or small
group. Cover the shoebox (and lid separately) in
wrapping paper, so the shoebox can be opened and
checked. The contents should be gender and age
specific, for example for a ten year old boy.
Karen and Jenny at Attwells newsagents have once
again kindly volunteered to act as a collection point for
shoeboxes or donation of contents. Alternatively, you
can deliver them to Mary Lord at 33 Tothill Street
(leave in the front porch) or to me at 101 Tothill Street,
by 30th November please.
Contents can include:
other playing card games, stationery, writing and
colouring materials – (Attwells stock many of the toys,
along with stationery packs specially-made by Karen

and Jenny).
For further information about the Christmas shoeboxes ,
leaflets are available at Attwells or phone me on
823319.
In grateful anticipation,
Kate Humphreys
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MINSTER ARMBOUTS
CAPPEL TWINNING
ASSOCIATION
The best way to describe the Giants Day experience is
with Carol’s ode:
GIANT’S DAY 24 JUNE 2012 ARMBOUTSCAPPEL
Giant’s day was here at last,
spirits dampened by the rain
Ferry boat was in the port,
France here we come again.
Armbouts-Cappel was reached at noon,
the weather had changed we found

We were ushered to the village hall,
music played – a lively sound.
A salad lunch was enjoyed by all,
the atmosphere was jolly
The giants lined up outside the Town Hall.
Thank God no need for a brolly.
Cameras flashed, cheers were heard,
St. Mildred looked divine.
Princess Fleur stood next to her
along the giant’s line.
The time had come for the parade to begin,
bands struck up a rousing beat

The giants veered off bobbing up and down
as they set off down the street.
Everyone followed the giant’s parade,
in time with the military bands
Cheers were heard, children clapped
and old folk waved their hands.
Once done they lined up outside the Town Hall,
where flags were flying high
More pictures taken and yes I swear,
there were blue patches in the sky!
Each giant was called - introduced to the Mayor,
our Mildred took her turn

She bustled over and took a bow,
but the face inside looked stern.
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But hey, it wasn’t a young lassie inside,
heavy boots peeped out from the frock
I thought as much, it was our Roy,
I knew by the rolled down socks!!
A great time was had by all,
goodbyes were duly done
And now was the time to head back home,
a great day – full of fun!!
C Bubb

Well Done Carol!
We would like to say thanks for attending the Show
and visiting our stand
because we are sure you will have done!
Watch Minster Matters for our next fund raiser and let
us know what would
encourage you most to support us.
HELP WITH MM AUDIO RECORDING &
EDITING
We here at MM are looking for a volunteer to help us
with our audio recording and editing. It is not an
onerous task and is quite easy to learn, training will be
given.
It requires you attending our recording evenings, which
we hold once a month at the Holiday Inn, for around 2
to 3 hours, where we have a group of readers who ‘lay

down’ the raw recording directly onto our laptop. Then
it is necessary to edit that into a cohesive audio version
of the magazine, which can take a further 6 or 7 hours
work at home (or at our office if you prefer).
If you think you’d like to get involved in helping us to
produce our monthly CD
and podcast then please get in touch. If you’d just like
more information at this stage then contact Diane, who
does it on her own at present, on 822394 and she will
explain more of what it’s all about.
LATE NOTICE !!
We are again looking for someone to help out with
keeping our website up to date, especially around
publication week when there are always a lot of
changes to make. So do you know a bit about HTML
coding or would you like to learn, as we can always
teach you. Interested ? Then get in touch with the Editor
(details on page 2 of this issue)

13

Your Letters
REMINDER: Seagulls are Protected by Law
After hearing of various cases of dead seagulls around
the village (I saw one myself which had been laid in the
grass at the side of Egbert Road), also cases of stones
being thrown at them in an attempt to injure or kill, it
might be wise to remind villagers that seagulls are
protected by law and as such it is against the law to
injure or kill them, and if witnessed, can be reported to
the Police.
Name and address withheld

Animal Fund Raising Event
Success
Hi everyone! This is just a short letter to thank you all
for what you did to make my Fund Raising Event a
great success. Thank you to all the shops who
advertised me and to all the people who came along on
the day and helped us raise lots of money for the
animals. We are able to send 10 charities a good sum
of money to help them in their work and this includes
our own Pet Tag Rescue at Lydden.
Once again thank you all and look forward to seeing
you for our last one of the year in October when we
hope to make even more money for our animal
friends.
Kay Austin, Northdown Healing & Spiritual Centre.
Minster School PFA would like to say a huge

‘Thank You’… to all the local businesses and
community for their support at our school’s summer
fair.
We had a fantastic time. The Mini Farm with all the
baby animals was
extremely popular as was the Bush Tucker Trail with
volunteers eating things like brussel sprout jelly and
silkworm pupae!
As well as the ever popular Tombola and side stalls,
there were Go Karts,
Bouncy Castles and Demonstrations in the Arena
inlcuing Child V Teacher/Parent Netball and Rugby
Matches!
We made a wonderful £1,743.00 profit and we can’t
wait to spend it for our children and their education!
Brenda Graham and Aileen Taffs would like to
thank… family and friends who sponsored us for the

5k walk on June 24th at Herne Bay.
Kay, Darren and Emma Cook would like to say
thank you… for all the card, flowers and Hospice
donations.
We were overwhelmed by the kindness shown to us
during our sad loss of
Alan. Thank you also to W. Cole & Son who were
fantastic.
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SINCERE THANKS FOR THOSE THAT
HELPED WITH SHEEMAUN
Dear Crew and Friends,
My sincere thanks to those who worked so hard
prepare Sheemaun. My thanks to my splendid crew
who helped cruise her the 150 miles round trip from the
Royal Harbour Ramsgate to Tower Bridge and back

and who put up with very heavy, indeed dangerous seas
on the return. My thanks to our valued guests who
braving the heavy rain brought such a wonderful
celebratory spirit (and other spirits) to the ship and who
made it such a memorable day of celebration. My
thanks to the Little Ship Club for generous help and for
raising such a magnificent contribution to the charity
'Help for Heroes' and yes, Sheemaun was proud to be
the Little Ship Club Flagship.
I attach a letter received today from the Marquis of
Salisbury thanking us for taking part in the Queen's
Diamond Jubilee Thames Pageant and expressing the
Queen's appreciation.
I am also copying this letter to a very special person
across the Atlantic Ocean in Canada, a lady who then a
teenager, crewed on Sheemaun in the Summer of
1935. Helen Richards' father, Ernest Richards a
banker, had commissioned the design and building of
Sheemaun and after the sea trials kept her moored at
Conway North Wales.

The above picture was published in "The Motor Boat"
on October 4th 1935
when our Queen's Grandfather King George the Fifth
was on the Throne. Ernest Richards is seen standing on
the foredeck and Helen Richards' mother is the lady in
the white hat seated.
Helen now aged 91 is therefore Sheemaun's most
senior Crew! I wonder what her father Ernest might
have said had he been told that one day Sheemaun
would become a Flagship of National Historic Ships
UK and would take part in the 60th Anniversary
Pageant of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
I am grateful to Emerald Laing of National Historic
Ships UK for having put Helen's daughter Sue Reid in
touch with me.
Yours Aye, Rodney Pell

APPRECIATION FOR
SHEEMAUNS SERVICES
Dear Dr Pell,
I wanted to write and thank you for taking part in the
Thames Diamond
Jubilee Pageant - a spectacle which I imagine was the
most remarkable the
Thames has ever seen.
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I have no doubt that the Pageant will go down in
history. Not only was it a remarkable spectacle, it was
the central event in celebration of The Queen's
Diamond Jubilee and only the second time such
celebrations have taken place in this country
In spite of the weather, the team which organised the

Pageant were, I hope you will agree, an enthusiastic and
highly skilled group. Even with all their experience, they
had never been presented with a project of this scale
and complexity. I hope that you feel that they deserved
all our gratitude, but I especially wanted to thank you
for taking part in such a happy and constructive spirit. I
so much enjoyed meeting some of the participants in the
days preceding the Pageant and witnessing that spirit
myself.
The Queen has already told me how much she enjoyed
the day and
appreciated the efforts of everyone who took part and I
hope that you will remember the event with as much
pleasure as all of us in the team who organised it.
Everyone on the Pageant team is immensely grateful to
you and your crew for joining in and being part of it all.
Yours very sincerely,
The Marquess of Salisbury

Chairman of the Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant
Well done Rodney,
I'm glad you and Sheemaun and her crew returned to
Ramsgate without major incident. I felt for you seeing
the rather dire forecasts over the last few days.
Many thanks for flying the Club's colours and
representing the Little Ship Club so well. It is
remarkable that Sheemaun is in such fine fettle that she
is still able to make such a trip and a testament to you
and her previous custodians for putting in the hard work
to maintain her so beautifully.
Witessing the Pageant from the Club's terrace on the
river was a memorable occasion and one which I am
sure all of our members present on that rather damp
and dismal Sunday will remember with great pride, it
was one of those occasions when you simply had to be
there.
I look forward to seeing you in the Club soon.

Kind regards,
David Roache
Little Ship Club Commodore
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What do you do in a double dip recession?
Start your own business of course!
That’s exactly what two Kent ladies have done. After
being made redundant at the beginning of April, Helen
Sefton decided along with her friend Vanessa Culliford
to set up their own company ‘Aziga Events’.
Helen said ‘We are very excited about this new
venture, being made redundant has actually been turned
into a positive, as it has motivated us to set up a
company which we feel has a lot to offer individuals and
the community’
Aziga Events offer a range of events including:

Weddings, Parties, Corporate Fun Days, Academic
Ceremonies and much more, to individuals and
businesses in the South East.
Helen said she has also been inspired by stars such as
Will.i.am who has recently given £500,000 to the
Princes Trust and said basically ‘get a good education,
then start your own company doing what you enjoy’,
well that’s exactly what we are now doing. Vanessa
and I have over 25 years’ experience in business and
eventing, which means that along with reliability, we are
very cost effective to our customers.
For further details on event organising please call
Aziga Events on: 01843-588290 or email them at:
azigaevents@live.co.uk
YVONNE’S ODE TO MINSTER
I have been asked to write about the village in which I
live. To express the warm welcome our villagers give.
To all and sundry from far and wide. Also to say we are

surrounded by beautiful countryside.
Minster-in-Thanet is steeped in history from centuries
gone by.
We have a delightful Church and steeple which from all
points meets the eye.
We also are proud to tell all that in our village an
Ancient Abbey stands.
Not far from the actual place where St. Augustine did
land.
It is said the Saint baptized his first two converts in the
dyke that flows in the Durlock area, this I have read.
Also the name of our village was once spelt Mynstre,
derived from the first monastery built in 670, gosh, I
have so much in my head.
From the top of our hill can be seen so much, things so
close one could feel they could touch. King William Ill it

is said, resorted to Prospect Hill, for the magnificent
view.
Five churches, the tower of Canterbury Cathedral, and
other sights too.
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Reculver Towers, the coast of France, and much pretty
land. I can tell you this is true, seen by myself at first
hand. We have Roman villa foundations hidden beneath
our earth. We have Saxon burials, and for what it is
worth.
I once held an Oyster shell in my hand, as I stood in the
enclose of the Roman villa foundation, and for this I did
not need to search.
Hengist who founded the Kingdom of Kent, and Horsa,
landed a few miles
away. At a place named Ebbsfleet, and more I must
say.

Roman Galleys used to sail the Wantsum River, that
made us an Isle. I could go on and on and on, perhaps I
should pause for a while.
Oh no, we have a road named Watchester, which was
once called The Drove.
Where Roman soldiers used to march from the fort
seen on our horizon at
Rutupia,
to Canterbury City. This city once named Duravernum ,
and now wouldn't it be a pity, if I did not add here I
visit Canterbury Cathedral every week;
To visit St. Thomas Beckett's murder site. Thinking
whilst there of Henry II's plight.
After he had uttered the famous words "will no-one rid
me of this turbulent priest".
I stand there thinking words in my head "are you friends

in Heaven now, perhaps pals at least.
I must begin to complete these lines, by adding we have
much wild life about us too.
Swans, Ducks, Moorhens, Squirrels, birds of many
varieties, and in spring the visit of the bird who calls
Cuckoo. So, take note, friendly folk, lovely restaurants,
cafes and pubs.
Shops and a helpful doctors' surgery, and as I say many
places for good grub.
Buses and trains to get us around. We have everything
anyone could desire or need, on Minster's ground.
Just finish by saying two more things, our children have
great schools here for the time when their education
begins. Our village sign shows the Hind — which in
itself tells of much history. I cannot write more, now to I
shall leave this as a mystery.
I feel I should change my mind, and tell you about the

famous white Hind.
It is widely believed, around 670 A.D., whether in truth
or legend, may or not be, that the Hind emblem owes
its origin to Egbert, King of Kent, and Princess
Domneva, married to this gent. The King asked
Domneva which piece of land she wished to take, in
compensation for the murder of her two brothers, what
of this do you make. Her answer was that she would
take no more than her Hind would run around. This the
King granted her with pleasure and the land became
Minster ground.
Yvonne.
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COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS
SERVICE
REPORTING PROBLEMS ON PUBLIC
RIGHTS OF WAY
Last year the Countryside Access Service received
nearly 8,000 new reports of issues on the network.
As part of the County Councils ongoing Customer
Services Strategy, last year we introduced a web based
reporting tool to add to the dedicated phone line which
has been running for a number of years. Some of you
may already be using this, thank you if you are. If not I
would like to introduce the reporting tool to you and
encourage you to use it in the future.
You can access the online fault reporting tool by
following this link

http://kent.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/countryside_a

blem.aspx
or go to www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
Not only is the web based tool quick and easy to use,
you can request e-mail updates, such that we can keep
you informed at various stages as your issue is dealt
with. This is something we have struggled to do in the
past, simply due to the volume of issues. You can also
log onto the website at any time to view the current
position.
Through logging issues online, not only can we give you
a better service,
through providing updates, but all this happens pretty
much automatically, significantly reducing the time spent
by KCC officers in having to input data and directly
respond to requests for information. We can also
manage and prioritise the work flow more efficiently
and thus spend more time actually resolving the
problems!

If you do not have web access then please use our
dedicated report line (0845 3450210). Our trained
agents will take all the details we need and can also give
you updates over the phone.
This is a win win for both you and the County Council.
Without the new system, it has always been a struggle
to keep you updated, but with the number of reports
increasing, as we make it easier to report
problems, it’s simply not an option for officers to be
liasing directly with customers over these reports. We
are quite simply at a critical point. To continue to do so,
would leave no time in the day to actually resolve the
reported
problems!
In order to direct our resources more efficiently, we
have also gradually been moving away from a system of
one officer being responsible for one

District/Borough. This trend will continue, so there may
be more than one officer dealing with issues in your
parish. Reporting issues via the weblog means you will
be kept up to date automatically.
I am therefore asking that you do use the web reporting
tool ideally or the dedicated phone line if you don’t
have web access. I have also asked the team to politely
remind you of this if requests still come to them directly.
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If your able to, I also ask that you spread the word of
the new online reporting tool, perhaps putting a link on
your own website or parish newsletter?
I’m sure you’ll see the benefits of the new system
yourself once you start using it, but if you do have any
concerns or difficulties; please don’t hesitate to contact
me directly.
If I may also take the opportunity to point you to
our award winning

website, ’Explore Kent’
(www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent) where you will find
a wealth of information on enjoying the Kent
countryside and also more technical information
on Public Rights of Way, our priorities and
objectives and so on.
Thank you for your understanding and support on this
matter, logging new
issues via the web really will make a huge difference.
Andrew Hutchinson
Public Rights Of Way Area Manager (East Kent)
E-mail: andrew.hutchinson@kent.gov.uk
Website: www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
101 – NATIONAL NON-EMERGENCY
NUMBER FOR POLICE
You can now call Kent Police for non-urgent issues on

101. The number is available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.
To make it quicker and easier for the public to get in
contact with their local police, 101 has been introduced
in England and Wales. It gives a single, easy-toremember number to call to report crime and other
issues which do not require an emergency response.
You can also call 101 to speak to your local
neighbourhood officer, to make a general enquiry or to
make us aware of a policing issue where you live.
What classes as an emergency?
Calling 101 for situations that do not require an
immediate police response helps keep 999 available for
when there is an emergency. An emergency is when a
crime is happening, someone suspected of a crime is
nearby, someone is
injured, being threatened or a life is at risk, or there is a
traffic incident involving personal injury or danger.

Each call to 101 will never cost more than 15 pence no matter what time of day you call, how long your call
lasts or even if you call from a mobile. We do not
receive any of the call cost.
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KENT FIRE & RESCUE - THE SEA SAFE
EVENT
Enjoying a trip to the seaside remains a great way for
families to enjoy the
‘glorious’ British Summer.
To help ensure a day out doesn’t end in disaster
firefighters are holding the Thanet Sea Safe event at
Ramsgate to raise awareness of the dangers associated

with open water.
The free event, taking place at the Royal Harbour
from 11am to 4pm on the 4
August, will feature displays from members of the
emergency services and other agencies.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) will be
bringing the Ramsgate Lifeboat into the inner harbour to
provide guided tours. A fire engine, water safety unit,
and display vehicle will also be there with crews issuing
potentially life-saving advice and useful leaflets.
The event is also aimed at the local boating community
and firefighters will be out on the pontoons to engage
with boat owners to highlight fire hazards and keep
people safe while afloat and perform boat fire safety
checks.
Other agencies involved in the event include Kent
Police, Maritime and

Coastguard agency, RNLI Lifeguards, Trading
Standards, Crimestoppers and the British Red Cross.
KFRS Crew Manager Gary Miller said: “The Thanet
Sea Safe event will be both fun and informative and I
would encourage people to come along and discover
how a few simple safety messages can ensure that a day
on the beach remains memorable for all the right
reasons.”
Speaking of boat fires Gary added: “Thankfully the
number of boat fires we attend is relatively low,
however when they do happen they can have
devastating effects. Fires can spread extremely quickly
which can result in injury, total destruction of the boat
and damage to surrounding areas.”
To help keep your family safe around water
remember:
Be aware of your children’s limitations – e.g. how
confident are they in the water?.

Submerged objects like rocks may not be visible –
which can cause
serious impact injuries if you jump or dive in.
The shock of cold water can make it difficult to swim.
Getting out of the water can be more difficult than
people realise.
Strong currents can sweep people away.
Boat owners should follow these safety tips to help
avoid a fire while afloat: Smoke Alarms –you need
to have a fitted and working smoke alarm.
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Carbon Monoxide and Gas Detectors – These are

necessary when using gas and solid fuel appliances.
Fuel – Only carry spare petrol if necessary. This should
be stored on-deck in a self-draining locker. Never refuel near naked flames or with engines running.
Gas – Ensure appliances are properly fitted, with
cylinders stored secure and upright in a self-draining
locker.
Electrics – Ensure all systems are professionally fitted
and turn off as much as possible when not on board.
Fires, Heaters and Cooking Appliances – Never
leave unattended when lit.
Ensure flues are kept clear and the appliance well
secured to a fireproof
bulkhead. For more safety tips please visit
www.safersummer.info

YOUR LOCAL NHS IS
CHANGING
Decisions about health care services in this area will
soon be taken by a local team, based right here on the
Isle of Thanet.
Their official name is the Thanet Clinical Commissioning
Group (Thanet CCG).
The group is made up of Thanet doctors and other
health professionals who will be taking over the
decision-making process and budgets from the Primary
Care Trust (PCT).
This means that local GPs will have more say in which
NHS services are
provided to residents in Thanet; who provides the
services, and where they are based.
It also means that you can have more of a say in how

decisions are made
about local NHS services – putting you at the heart of
healthcare.
We have set up the Thanet Health Network to make
sure that everyone gets a chance to make their views
known – whether as individuals, through local
community or voluntary organisations, or as part of a
patient group. You will get regular updates on health
issues in this area and will be able to give your views on
healthcare decisions.
We want everyone who lives in and loves Thanet to get
involved. Together we can make a real difference to the
lives of local people.

Thanet Health Network
Sign up here:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FWDL2QS
If you have any questions, please contact Hannah
directly on:
Tel: 01227 795017
Email: Hannah.Price@eastcoastkent.nhs.uk
Email: hannah.price@nhs.net
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RECALL OF ‘Morrisons Pesto Chicken Pasta’
Kent Trading Standards is advising consumers of a
product recall issued by Morrisons Supermarkets for
their own brand Pesto Chicken Pasta. A packing error
has resulted in the product containing prawn linguine
rather than chicken pasta. It is therefore unsuitable for

consumers with a shellfish (prawns) or celery allergy.
The affected product is:
Morrisons Pesto Chicken Pasta 380g Use by 20
July
The company has removed this batch from sale and
customer notices will be
displayed in stores. If you have purchased the product
you can return it to your nearest Morrisons store for a
full refund.
No other Morrisons products or batches are known to
be affected.
The Food Standards Agency has issued an Allergy
Alert for this product. Full details are available at
http://www.food.gov.uk/news-updates/allergynews/2012/jul/pestopasta
You can subscribe to the Food Standard Agency’s free

email alert system to receive Allergy Alerts by visiting
http://www.food.gov.uk/subscribe/#h_2
You can also get details of all the latest allergy alerts as
soon as they're issued by SMS text message direct to
your mobile phone. To sign up to this free service,
simply send the text message 'START ALLERGY' to
the number 62372. To
unsubscribe, just text 'STOP ALLERGY' to the same
number.
An Exhibition of the work by Village Textiles students
including those completing City & Guilds Levels 2 and
3 Stitched Textiles
"TEXTILE JOURNEYS"
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th August

from 10.00am to 5.00pm
at: The Old Schools, Church Street, Minster
Admission £1.
Tea, coffee and homemade cakes available
'Smartfrog' will also be attending, offering a range of
textile supplies
Further info from Barbara Inchley on 01843
847705
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MINSTER IN-THANET WI.
No meeting in August
COFFEE & CHAT
16th August, 10.00am to 12.00noon

GAMES EVENING
22nd August, 7.30 to 10.00pm
MINSTER & MONKTON HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
MINI SHOW
Wednesday 8th August
7.30pm

Birchington Village Centre
Against Acol and Birchington Horticultural Societies
Would any of our members who require a lift please
contact
Janet Walmsley on 821313
MINSTER & MONKTON

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
WOMEN’S SECTION
NEXT MEETING
Monday 13th August, 7.30pm
Dress a Doll as a Fairy
Speaker or Quiz
Raffle prizes needed for all meetings.
For further information

Miriam Smith 822589
MINSTER & MONKTON

WEDNESDAY
AFTERNOON CLUB
Royal British Legion Club
Augustine Road
Come and join us
for a game of Bingo
EVERY WED. 2.00pm - 4.00pm

ALL MEMBERS
& Bona-fide guests welcome
Phone Pat - 822622 or
Maureen - 823434
24
MOTHER UNION

No Meeting this Month
NEXT MEETING
12th September, 2.00pm
In St Marys Church

SATURDAY MARKET
11th August, 10.00am - 12.00noon
Old Schools
All the usual stalls
Please come and support us

AUGUST OLYMPIC
ADVENTURES
Throughout AUGUST (Tues-Sun) incl Bank Holiday
Monday
£2 per person (garden admission only)
10.00am - 4.00pm
Powell-Cotton Museum,
Quex House and Gardens
Quex Park, Birchington,
01843 842168 www.quexmuseum.org
QEQM HOSPITAL FETE AND FUN DOG
SHOW
The League of Friends of QEQM Hospital has it's Fete

and Fun Dog Show on
Saturday 4th August

in the Maternity Car Park
on the St Peter's Road side of the QEQM Hospital.
The Fete opens at 10.30am and closes at 2.00pm after
the Draw is made.
There'll be stalls and games and prizes to be won in the
raffle and tombola.
For information phone 234507 and leave a
message on the answerphone.
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Join the Story Lab gang at Minster Library
The Summer Reading Challenge, aimed at children aged
4-11 years, inspires

children to read in the long summer breakwhen their
reading skills can decline without the regular reading
activity at school.
Children are encouraged to read at least 6 books of
their choice, With free stickers etc to collect and a
certificate and medal when the challenge is completed
Start anytime from the start of summer holidays through
to mid September.
MINSTER HEALTHY WALK

meets at Minster School on
Thursday mornings (term time only) at

9.00am for a 9.15am start
The walk is suitable for all ages
and is a gentle pace as well as
buggy friendly
It lasts between 45 minutes to an hour,
afterwards we have refreshments at
Minster Library
If you are interested in joining
our walk please contact
Michelle Mannering

01843 841082
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MINSTER ABBEY
SUMMERTIME TOURS NOW ON:
FREE
Monday to Friday 2.45pm - 4.00pm
Saturdays - 11.00am to 12.00noon
COME FOR A TOUR OF THE ABBEY AND
DISCOVER THE ANCIENT HISTORY
OF THE VILLAGE OF MINSTER

POLICE SURGERY at
LIBRARY
Next Surgery is on Tuesday 21st August from 4 to
6pm
AMBER’S ADVICE
You never will be the person you can be if pressure,
tension and discipline are taken out of your life.
James G. Bilkey.
TIGER’S TIP

Golden Sheen
Mix a small amount of custard powder with the
milk you brush over scones or pies; it gives them a
golden brown sheen.
ZAC’S MUSINGS
Wow what a week it was leading up to ‘copy date’ for
this issue.
The ‘old man’ couldn’t sit still, what with his Torch
’run?’ and the Show he was a bundle of nerves all
week. Thank goodness it’s all over now, maybe I can
get some sleep !
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Benedictine Nuns of Minster Abbey Celebrate 75
years of Refoundation
On Sunday July 15 over 400 people gathered in the

Parish Church of St. Mary’s in Minster to celebrate the
75th Anniversary of the refounding of monastic life at
Minster Abbey. In 1538 as a result of the “dissolution
of the monasteries” the monastic community at Minster
Abbey was dissolved. In 1937 after nearly 400 years,
the monastery of St.
Walburga’s Bavaria purchased the property and once
again Minster Abbey became a place of prayer and
praise. Nine sisters arrived in Minster in June 1937.
Those early days were difficult and there were many
hardships to overcome. In a letter to the community,
Mother Benedicta encouraged the sisters. “The Lord
will help you, al the more as you rely on Him alone. Be
simple and joyful” These words have been the motto of
the sisters throughout these past 75 years and in a
particular way during this Jubilee year.
Bishop John Hine who presided at the Mass said in his
homily: “A monastery is a place where a person
discovers how to love God with their whole being. It is
a place where one’s heart is gradual y being

transformed into the likeness of God. This is the simple
goal of the monastic life. “
Guests included Sir Roger Gale M. P., Margate Mayor
William Scobie, Nicholas Fisher of Colyer Fergusson
Trust, and many friends and representatives of the local
community.
Bishop Demetrios of Syria who has played an important
part in the ecumenical dialogue at Minster Abbey and
several leaders of the local Churches including Canon
Bob Coles and Captains Bryn and Lynn Hargreaves
joined in the Thanksgiving celebrations. Sir Roger Gale
commented after the service:
“Minster Abbey has a pivotal place in the history of the
Isle of Thanet and of Christianity in the United
Kingdom. The present Benedictine Community plays an
important part in the life of the vil age, represents
continuity in a time of national and international
turbulence, and should be celebrated by the residents of
Thanet. I am pleased to have been able to help to
facilitate the visit of Bishop Demetrios of Syria, whose

presence was central to the celebration”.
At a reception at Parkminster following the Mass,
Mother Nikola, Prioress commented:
“On this Feast of St. Mildred, patron of Thanet, we
thank you for your generosity your friendship and your
prayerful support of our community. Our friends are a
vital part of our life. You encourage us in our life of
prayer and service. During this Jubilee year we have
been blessed by al those who have celebrated with us. “
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Contacting your District
Councillors
Councillor Bob Grove
Bob is available to speak to residents by appointment.
Please ring 07711 774 262
or contact him via the Parish Office on 821339
Councillor Mike Roberts
Conservative Ward Councillor for Thanet Villages
You are most welcome to contact Mike with any issues
or problems you may
have regarding Council matters
Tel: 01843 595065 email: marlec@onetel.com

Contacting your MP:
Roger Gale MP
Roger holds regular advice surgeries.
For appointments and advice on urgent problems:
Ring: 01843 848588 (a.m. from l0.00)
Fax: 01843 844856 (24-hour)
Web: www.rogergale.co.uk
Email: galerj@parliament.uk
Write: HOUSE OF COMMONS, London, SW1A
0AA
Thanks for listening
Your readers this month were
--------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------Musical interludes supplied courtesy of
Brenda Saker, Daryl Booth and Richard Spendlove
MBE

