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MINSTER MUSEUM – THE END OF AN ERA
an interview with curator Roy Grant
Roy, who has been with the museum for 15 years, told us
that the original idea for an Agricultural and Rural Life Museum
began 20 years ago when two TDC councillors decided to create
a third museum in Thanet. They felt that it was important to
celebrate and remember Thanet’s rich agricultural heritage
together with a taste of the rural history of the area.

PARISH ELECTIONS
3RD MAY 2007
THE DEADLINE FOR COMPLETED
NOMINATION PAPERS TO BE
DELIVERED TO THE ELECTION
OFFICE AT THANET DISTRICT
COUNCIL IS NOON THIS

WEDNESDAY - 4TH APRIL 2007
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LOCAL
MATTERS?
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
HELPING
YOUR COMMUNITY?
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
BECOMING A
PARISH COUNCILLOR?

A local steering group was set up in 1987 and when two
proposed sites in St Nicholas and then Railway Cottages came
to nothing, Mother Concordia of Minster Abbey stepped in and
offered the barn and land where the museum now stands.
The nineteenth century barn was fire-damaged and almost
derelict and the land was wild and overgrown. Repairs and
land-clearance took many volunteers 2 years and £25,000 to put
right. One third of the money for this restoration came from
generous public donations.
Finally on June 3rd 1989, the Museum was ready for the
public and was officially opened by Edwin Boorman, owner of
the Kent Messenger group of newspapers.

(Interview is continued on page 6)

CONTACT MINSTER PARISH
COUNCIL FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION AND TO
OBTAIN A CANDIDATES
NOMINATION PACK

Tel (01843) 821339
Wool etc for Lil and Esther
Please deliver to
1 Molineux Road, Minster
Editorial Team : minstermatters@googlemail.com
Electronic copy: www.minster-in-thanet.org.uk/minstermatters
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Editorial
We have recently been informed that we were once considered to be a friendly
easy read magazine, but that comments are now being made stating we have become
too contentious. We feel that we are reporting as fairly as possible, the events and
happenings of this village, and surely if there are contentious stories to tell we should
include these, as well as the likes of the WI report or what the kids are doing at school.
Whether everyone is happy about the goings on in the village is another matter, but
surely we are here to inform you of them whether you like what we print or not. How
do, you, our readers feel, we would like to hear your views.
There is a need for new blood on the Parish Council, as we are reliably informed
that some of the present members are not intending to stand for re-election. Do you
feel you could put your knowledge and/or love of the village to good use, and be
willing to “do your bit” for the cause ? If so please contact the Parish Office ASAP as
nomination forms must be in to TDC by Noon on Wednesday 4th April. Your voice
really could make a difference. It’s no good sitting at home saying “If I was on the
Council “ now’s your chance to get out there and put your views and commitments
forward and maybe, just maybe, make a difference !!!

Green (in bags)

Recycling Collections

Apr: 12th; 26th
May: 10th; 24th

Blue Bins

Apr: Mon: 2nd; 16th; 30th
or Tue : 3rd; 17th; May 1st

Doctor’s Surgery: (appointments
only, 8.00am -10.00 am), 821333
Minster School: 821384
Minster Museum: 822312
Website:
www.minstermuseum.org.uk

Village Hall: bookings via
Eric James, 821744
Contact number for hall: 822807
Old Schools: bookings via
Tom Saunders, 822148
Thanet District Council:
(main switchboard), 577000
Village Website:

Copy for the May 2007 issue of
Minster Matters must be received
by April 20th
(Commercial Adverts by 15th) to

minstermatters@googlemail.com
Chief Editor
(& Advertising)
Ray Owen (822322)
Editors:
Amy Murray (825041)
Brenda Saker (822846)
Eve Tilbee
(821545)
Anne Lehane (821092)
Angela & Nora
Accounts: Rodney Rose (821965)
All members of the team can be reached
through the email address above
Collection boxes for hard copy at the
Library and the Gossip Shop
or by snail-mail to: Minster Matters
c/o Library, 4A Monkton Rd,
Minster CT12 4EA

Rates due to change on
1st June 2007
Page size aprx 1/16 1/8 1/4
1/2
Min 6 adverts
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Happy Easter
from all at
Cliffe’s
We are taking orders now for Turkeys and Turkey Breasts

Canterbury House,
Monkton Road, Minster
Tel: 01843 821288

Hair
by

Useful Telephone Numbers and Contacts
Community Warden:
Steve Taylor 07811 271302
Police Station: (for reporting
crimes or non urgent information to Thanet Police), 231055
PC Kim Burgess: (for reporting
non-urgent information),
07980 683956
PC Neil Askew: 07989 992283
Parish Council Office:
(Open: 9am-12noon), 821339
Salvation Army Hall: 825178
Library: 821442

A.J.Cliffe & Sons (Butchers)
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Ian Barrie
73 High Street,
Minster, Ramsgate
01843 821216

Jan Ottaway
M.N.F.S.H., K.H.A., M.I.P.T.I.
Tel 01843 821559

Complementary Therapist
Intuitive Counselling
Readings
Tarot
Clairvoyance
Reflexology
Healing

40

Please Note: Late payment may mean your
advertisement being omitted
from the next edition

Caterers

The Editors accept all advertisements,
articles and notices in good faith and
actively encourage the support of local
traders and services. However, we cannot
be held responsible for the quality of
goods or services offered.
Please mention Minster Matters
when replying to advertisers.
Minster Matters is published eleven
times a year, at the beginning of each
month, from February to December.

You choose the venue, You choose the
menu
We do the rest!
Buffets or Sit Down Meals
Weddings, Business Lunches, Barbecues
Private Parties, Annual Dinners
10% discount on any function
in Minster or Monkton
01843 584976
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Steve Taylor. Community Warden.
Just as we thought summer arrived, we get sleet and snow showers. Remember
to keep warm and take care if there’s ice about.
I would like to thank all you who have asked after me while I was off recently,
I had a nasty bug which turned into bronchitis, not very pleasant, but I’m glad to
say I’m feeling a lot better.
I’m sure you all read in last month’s MM about the youngsters winning the
talent competition, well they are about to take part in the production of a DVD and
CD featuring the song and dance routine they did to win that event. They really
are a very talented young group and they deserve this opportunity, I’m very proud
of them. The DVD will be used all around the county at schools and wherever
young people get together. I’ll give more information when I have it. Watch this
space.
Minster is becoming a very busy place, with a brand new bowls clubhouse
about to open and the start of the all weather surface facility being constructed.
Also the construction of a hotel where the Prospect Inn was which I’m told will be
complete later this year. All these things can only be good for the village bringing
opportunities and in some cases work, I’m sure you’ll all support these ventures
in some way and hopefully Minster will benefit in many different ways.
The Parish council have provided additional dog bins throughout the village,
and I know most of you are pleased to use them, however as always there are a few
who still don’t pick up after their animals. Can I ask you all again to let me know
if you witness such an occasion, as I say it is just a few so let’s work together to
show them we are not prepared to accept this behaviour.
On a final note, with the onset of spring we sometimes get callers coming to
the village offering various services such as gardening, tree cutting or building
work. Remember, if in doubt say NO or contact me or your neighbourhood watch
co-ordinator and we will check them out first. Stay safe and be careful.

COMPANY
•
•
•
•
•

UPVC Windows, Doors
& Conservatories
Supply only or Fitted
Sealed units replaced
Repairs to existing
double glazing
Also Fascia, Soffits &
Cladding
Give Dave a call on
01843 821103
Mobile 07979 525257

DEES BISTRO
77, High Street,
Minster, Ramsgate
01843 823091
deesbistro@aol.com

Christians Together in Minster and District, Good Friday 6 th April

Open Wed - Sat (inc) from 7pm

There will be a silent procession starting from Minster Abbey gates at 9.45am,
continuing to the Bakery where we will gather to sing hymns. You would be
welcome to join in a service that follows in the Salvation Army from 10.30am –
11.30am. All are welcome to join us in this act of witness on this Holy Day.
Rev’d Bob Coles

2 Courses £16-95
3 Courses £19-95

CONGRATULATIONS TO KELVIN AND CHRIS HOLDOM
on the birth of their grandson, Edward, to daughter Jo and Malcolm on
March 2nd - weight 7lbs 12oz.
Both mother and son doing well - and Edwards grandparents!.

Pet and Domiciliary Service
Going Away? At work all day?
Going into hospital?

DAILY VISITS
PADS offers a trustworthy and secure service for the care of your
home and pets when you are absent
Fully Insured
References on request

Please call 01843 825293

An Evening of
“Gentle Jazz”
1st Friday of Month
(usual menu +£3 music supp)

Book Now !!

MINSTER MAIDS - Here to Help! Tel: 822843
LOCAL AREA ONLY
Domestic Cleaning

Interior Painting

Mature, experienced and reliable
help is on your doorstep
No obligation, free estimates.
No job too small, just give us a call
and we’ll be there
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Minster Twinning Association

Bonjour mes amis and welcome to more news from the Twinning.
The Anniversary Celebration this year will take place in Armboutts
Cappel on the 20th May. A coach has been booked and tickets will be on
sale soon, so look out for posters appearing and if you fancy a day out in
France instead of a day in with the telly, then don’t be disappointed, book
your seat early and have a different experience.
01843 - 290456
The plans for Minster Day on Sunday 3rd June are well under way. If
07736 540280 07736 541850
you have been keeping up to date you will know that this will take place on
the recreation ground and that entry is free. It is also proposed to have an
Buffets, Weddings, Parties
area for a boot fair, car parking will cost £5 which will include a pitch either
Business Meetings, Funerals
for a stall or food and drink. Disabled parking will be free. For more details
the big day keep watching this space and for details on the boot fair or to
We cater to suit all budgets and venues on
book a spot contact Bob at the Attic or Bernie Watler.
By the time this goes to press the Big Race Night will be over and I hope
to report favourably on its success. That’s it for now.
Remember......... Minster Does Matter. A Bientôt
01843
Est.

Allimar
Catering Services

BRILLS DIY

845133
1965
16-18, The Square, Birchington
Qualcast Easitrak 320 Rotary Mower
Mountfield Push Petrol Mower
McCulloch Push Petrol Mower
Flymo Electric 320 Venturer
Flymo Electric 330 Vision
Firesuround Fire and Marble Complete
Complete Bathroom Suite (Bargain)
3 Bags 70 litre Godwins Multi Purpose
Riven Paving Slabs 18”x18” 3 colours
Dulux 6 litre White Matt or Silk Emulsion
100 litre Space Saver Water Butt
6 litres Cuprinol Timbercare
5 litres Ronseal One Coat Fencelife
Fence Panels - All Sizes In Stock
Sankey 220 litre Compost Bin

‘TILT’ comes to Minster

£59.99
£129.99
£98.95
£74.99
£88.99
£179.99
£198.95
£9.00
£1.59
£9.99
£22.99
£5.99
£5.99
£27.99

GRAB A DEAL AND GET TO BRILLS

Timber * Electricals * Plumbing
Building Materials * Household Goods * Glass
* Garden Furniture * Local Delivery

Making their debut at the New Inn on Saturday April 21st are
TILT, a great band who first launched their musical career in 2004
with a gig at the Brittannia in Margate.
Things have moved on a long way since those early days and in
the past year the band has performed at Pinewood Studios, Maidstone River Festival and many pubs around Kent and London. This
summer the boys are booked to play at Cambridge Universities
Summer Ball alongside chart toppers The Klaxons.
Band members are all originally from the East Kent area, and
lead guitarist, Tom Taylor (21) is particularly looking forward to
coming to Minster. An experienced sound engineer, he has during
the past few years generously given up his time to organise and
provide sound systems for several charity concerts in the village
including Songs for Seeds for Africa and Friday Night in Minster,
the village’s contribution to the Thanet Festival of Hope.
Line-up for the gig at the New Inn is as follows: vocalist James
Harris, Bass guitar Jamie Vernon, drums Jay Gifford and Tom on
lead guitar.
Always on the lookout for new pub venues, wedding receptions
and parties, the band has built up a repertoire that includes something for everyone. Covers from the sixties through Stevie Wonder,
Jimi Hendrix, Bob Marley and the Beatles right up to today’s new
bands, Orson, the Kooks, Rage Against the Machine and the Killers.
Tom Taylor can be contacted on 07843 384419
or visit the band’s website www.myspace.com/tilttheband.

R.J.BROADLEY
TREE SURGERY
NCA & NPTC

All aspects of tree
surgery

MINSTER RESIDENTS

Reductions - Felling
Pruning - Hedge Cutting - Planting
Site Clearance - Woodchips & Logs
£5 million Insurance

CPS Plumbing
& Heating

01843 825190 / 0780 127 3138

14, Cottington Road,
Cliffsend

Free Quotations

• Boilers & Gas Appliances

Introducing your local
• Annual Servicing &
CORGI registered plumbing
Repairs
and heating engineer
• Central Heating Design &

01843 589076

Installation
• Complete Bathroom
Design & Installation
• All work Guaranteed
• Fully Insured &
Qualified
• Corgi Reg. No 203531
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REPORT FROM MINSTER IN THANET WI
The March meeting began with a fascinating and moving talk by
Miss Jill Roach, on hearing dogs for the deaf. These wonderful dogs
are trained to alert deaf people to everyday sounds. Mostly rescue
dogs, of any breed, large or small, they are chosen for their aptitude to friendliness and obedience. Miss Roach, deaf herself, brought along her own
Hearing dog, a black Labrador called Bumble who gives her complete independence as well as love and companionship. We saw a film showing the
intense enjoyment of a dog alerting her owner when the ‘phone or doorbell
rang’, waking her every morning and generally enhancing her owner’s life.
Hearing Dogs is a Charity well worth supporting.
The first outing of our Sunshine Club will be a drive to the Oak tree
tea Rooms at Stowting, leaving at 2pm on April 25th.
Congratulations were given to the darts team who have won their last four
matches and will compete in the Semi-finals on April 18th at Lower Hardes.
Members were reminded that they can sell craft items and cooked dishes
on the Monthly Sales Table as well as general goods. Will there be some cakes
next month?
Everyone agreed that the dinner held at Morton’s fork was very enjoyable
and a lovely meal.
The president, Marion rose, asked if anyone would like to learn to play
canasta.
There will be a Beetle drive on April 24th at 7pm (Sharp!!)
Seven members enjoyed the monthly walk from Elmstone to Ware and
Westmarsh.
The next meeting is on April 10th when Mrs Sarah Turner will talk on
Flower Essences.
Visitors are always welcome.

W.S. COLE & SON
of Monkton

FUNERAL SERVICE
Est. 1893

Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funerals
Home visits for arrangements

01843 821253

A RARE FIND
Model Kit & Toy Specialists
Wishes to purchase any plastic model kits,
Toy soldiers, vintage Action Man, toys and
games of any description and books
on these subjects.
Distance no object. Cash Purchases,
Collections bought or single items.
Personal courteous service.
138 Monkton Street, Monkton, Kent. CT12 4JQ
Tel (01843) 821071 Mobile: 07818 000751
Email: ahk61@clara.co.uk

P. HUMES

A COMPLAINT AND A WORD OF PRAISE
I am sure like me many of us are fed up with seeing litter, such as cigarette
packets, sweet wrappers, drink cans and bottles, etc. dropped around the
village, also, irresponsible dog owners who don’t pick up after their dog, and
some who dispose of it on waste ground in the passageways. There is no
excuse for this now that there are more new dog bins in the village.
(Ed’s note: I noticed where a dog had fouled in the Rec. not 2 feet from one
of the new bins, now that’s just bone idleness by the owner, and a pity I didn’t
see them, or I would have reported them!!)
In praise of the new block paving in front of the local business premises,
it’s really smartened up the street. Thanks also to the young man who is
looking after the grass verges, they look neat and tidy and are a
credit to him. It’s nice to see someone taking a pride in his job
and the village. So come on everybody let’s take a pride in our
village and keep it tidy. (Name and address supplied)

General Builder
All types of work undertaken
Free estimates
Carpentry, Brickwork,
Plastering, Tiling & Block Paving
Bathrooms Fitted
Maintenance work
Tel: 01843 822990
Mob: 07715 234185

ALLWEATHER

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

N.P. ELECTRICALS
BS7671 QUALIFIED
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Part ‘P’ Registered Electrical installer

Various safe methods of cleaning – water based
or completely dry to suit your requirements.
Locally based and fully insured.
Call to arrange for your FREE quotation
with no hidden extras.

All electrical work undertaken from a
replacement socket to a full house rewire
Inspection and testing service available.

Tel: 01843 844542 Mob: 07962 108276

Free Quotations, Competitive Prices.
Quality workmanship guaranteed
Tel: Nic Morling 01843 825094

Member 1846
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The
New Inn
01843
821294

Traditional Village Pub
Food (12-2 & 7-9) Except Sun
Pool, Darts and Friendly Bar Staff

“Live Music”
7th April - “Dead Famous”
21st April - “Tilt”

wn

Touch of Perfection
Florist & Gift Shop

Do

Flowers for all Occasions

Cl

os

ed

Happy
Easter
Everyone

Rosemary Platt
70, High Street, Minster,
Ramsgate, Kent
01843 822244
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MINSTER MUSEUM – THE END OF AN ERA
an interview with curator Roy Grant
Continued from Front Page
Later that year, Sarah Ferguson, the Duchess of York, made an official visit
and was photographed holding one of the eagles. This apparently prompted a
swift and stern rebuke from the Palace for risking the life of the Duchess! The
eagle in question was Morgana one of the museum’s two original European
eagle owls. These birds usually live for around 40 years and she is today in
excellent health and still stares down at visitors with a sinister all-seeing gaze
– presumably looking for another Duchess.
Initially, although the museum offered a wide range of farming artefacts
and rural life memorabilia which had been lent or donated, visitor numbers
were disappointing. Craft and Cottage industry booths demonstrating skills
such as woodworking, lacemaking and glass engraving, were introduced and
the site did begin to attract more interest. Although encouraged by the increase
in numbers, museum organisers knew that they were still not reaching out to
young people and families. The animal and bird collection was introduced and
was an instant hit with children and adults alike. Roy told us that he often stops
to talk to teenage visitors who were first introduced to the museum when their
mothers wheeled them round in push chairs.
6 years ago, falconer and entertainer David Grew was visiting the museum
and offered to do displays with the birds of prey. The rest, as they say, is
history. People of all ages love to see his amazing daily sessions with the birds.
He both educates and entertains his audience and many visitors come back
again and again just to watch these beautiful birds as they swoop and dive for
food. The advent of Harry Potter with his personal message-sending owl has
meant that a whole new generation of children have now become totally
fascinated with the birds.
In 1994, Roy was approached by the Mayor of Steenwerck, a village in
Northern France, which has what he now refers to as ‘the French version of
Minster Museum’. It was a life-changing trip and, although not speaking a
word of French, Roy was welcomed and given VIP treatment throughout his
visit. There followed a very happy and unique twinning association between the
two museums with Roy and his French counterpart, Jean-Pierre, becoming firm
friends. Parties from Steenwerck regularly visit Minster and usually eat at The
Bell which they refer to as ‘magnifique’ because it is, they say, a typical old
English pub.
Funding the museum has been an ongoing challenge. From 1994-1999
regular council and Euro money meant that improvements could be made on a
regular basis but when this came to an end, fundraising activities were needed
to make ends meet. Victorian Weekends, Opera Nights and Fetes have all
added to the life of the village and meant that the work of the museum has been
able to continue.

M.G.GOOD
ELECTRICAL
PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES
7b High Street, Minster

Contact Mick on:
01843 823641 or
07761 109171

Minster Matters
MINSTER MUSEUM – THE END OF AN ERA
an interview with curator Roy Grant
Cont’d ......
TV and radio companies have been regular visitors and the museum featured in
the TV feature “Village Voices”. Several famous faces have been spotted among
the visitors, Roy particularly remembers Brian Connelly – probably the most memorable Al Jolson performer of all time - although he could not be persuaded to sing.
During recent years the museum has had considerable involvement with young
people who are disabled or suffer from learning difficulties. Last season the café was
very successfully run by clients from Strode Park Centre for the Disabled. The centre
have described it as a huge confidence building exercise for all those who took part.
School parties have increased during recent years and an average 10,000 people visit
the museum each season.
Roy spoke of his sadness at the current closure of the museum. Organisers had
hoped to have just one last season this year but unfortunately, for legal reasons, the
site must be completely cleared by the 30th September or face a heavy fine. The
return and dispersal of the thousands of items on show means months of work.
Animals too, need to be re-housed and although homes are expected to be found for
most of them, there is concern about the goats and pigs who, because of the ruling by
DEFRA can only be re-housed in selected premises. Roy says that he will do
everything he can right up to the last minute to prevent them having to be slaughtered.
The chickens too are well past their egg laying days and may be difficult to re-house.
Roy was named Employee of the Year for 2003/4 but modestly insists that it
should really have been a team award. He paid warm tribute to all the volunteers who
through the past 17 years have given so generously of their time and energy to run
the museum. “It has always been a real community project and the support of the
village has been phenomenal” he told us.
An Open weekend is planned for April 14 th/15th when people will be able to
take a last look at their museum. Admission will be free.

ANCESTORS - TRACE
I am hopeful of any information on WILLIAM WELLARD - my
Gt.Gt.Grandfather - he is mentioned in the 1841 census residing at Albion
Cottages. My grandparents lived in a cottage next to the then Surgery at the
Shrubberies their names were Henry and Nellie. My father was Basil Wellard
and he did the garden for the Surgery and Dr. Semple - he died in 2004.
Carol Selway.
(Note from MM Editor - We have traced local information on Basil but
nothing on Henry, Nellie or William, so if anyone can help in this quest
please let us, here at MM, know.)

MINSTER DAY CARE NURSERY
AND OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB
Molineux Road, Minster Tel: 01843 821482

Ofsted and KCC R egistered
Care and education in a happy, friendly
environment, from 1 year to 11 years old
Sessional or full-day care available
- 51 weeks a year
Registered Charity No. 1110919
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CURTAIN
MAKING
SERVICE
Blinds
Swags and Tails
Call Marion on
821415
B
U
M
S
T
U
M
S
&
T
H
I
G
H
S

B
U
M
S

Tu esd ay s
7 :0 0 – 8 :0 0 p m
The Old Schoo l Hall
Mi nster

Fitness & Fun for ALL Abilities
Only £3.5 0

COMING SOON
FAMILY FIT, FIT KIDZ &
ACTIVE 4 LIFE
Call Kel ly for m ore det ails

07877 - 739677

T
U
M
S
&
T
H
I
G
H
S

NORTHROP
DECORATING
SERVICES
All Interior and
Exterior Work
Tiling, General Home Maintenance
Garden Features
Local and Experienced

Contact Paul or Tracey
01843 823646
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Royal British Legion Club
61 Augustine Road, Minster
present for your entertainment

April
7th The Fogey’s
14th Jenny Barlow
21st Dave Emms
28th Chairman Mel
Guests must be
signed in by members
New members welcome.

Evening Basket Meals
Pre Booked Sunday Lunches

Guest Rooms
from £56 per room per night
Self Catering from
£180 per week
Durlock, Minster in Thanet,
Kent CT12 4HD
Tel: 01843 821219
www.durlocklodge.co.uk

Carpet
Specialists
Carpets
Vinyl's
Rugs

The land and premises are held by the museum under a new lease granted in 2001.
The trustees nominated by Minster Abbey are the landlords and the surviving trustees
nominated by the museum are the tenants.
The terms of the lease provide that the landlords may from time to time issue a
schedule of works which they require the tenant to carry out to keep the premises in
good order. The landlords have expressed their concern that the museum trustees have
very little funds available to meet such requirements and are unlikely to accumulate
sufficient funds in the light of the museums normal level of income. They have
particularly drawn attention to the roof and structure of the main barn, premises which
are thought to require substantial refurbishment at considerable cost.
The lease also provides that any required works or work carried out in default of
action by the tenants, will be fully chargeable with associated costs to the tenant, and
if the funds provided by the museum are insufficient to meet these costs then the
deficit will be the personal responsibility of the Museum Trustees.
The landlords have indicated that in view of the circumstances, they would be
prepared to accept the surrender of the lease without enforcing the tenant’s liabilities.
The management committee of the museum are very concerned at the position
which has arisen and in particular the personal position of their trustees and their
potential substantial liabilities. After considering the matter in careful detail the
committee have given their full backing to their trustees who have agreed to surrender
the lease on September 30th 2007.
Apart from any responsibilities under the lease, the museum is required by law to
follow the procedures set down by the Charity Commissioners for the dissolution and
closure of the museum charity.
It is anticipated that the closure procedure will take approximately five months to
complete. The procedure will involve the identification, return and relocation of
artefacts over the first three to four months, together with the sale and/or relocation of
all livestock.
The museum has just about enough finances to meet their liabilities over this
period and the costs associated with the closure procedure. Although further funding
may be required to feed the livestock over this period.
In view of the progressive run down of the museum and its facilities over the
forthcoming weeks and months the management committee have concluded that it is
not practical or financially viable to open for the remaining season.
However arrangements are being made by the museum for a last public
weekend to enable its supporters to say a last farewell before the procedures
mentioned above are put into action. (see Museum article for dates)

C.G. Waters
45, Station Road,
Birchington
Tel: 01843 845085

7, Market Street,
Sandwich
NICF
Tel: 01304 613010
No obligation home visit
Telephone with your requirements
Laminate

April 2007
Statement from Minster Museum re Proposed Closure

Thanks and Apologies from Minster Museum’s Chairperson
As chairman of Minster Museum I would like to apologise to everyone who
has supported both the museum and me in the last year.
If I had known that by the end of October 2006 we would have been expected
to have raised £100,000 for repairs, £40,000 for running costs for 2007, plus
£120,000 for 3 years future running costs, a total of £260,000 in 9 months, I would
never have asked you to try and save the museum.
What we did raise plus the voluntary
work and publicity the museum received was
unbelievable, leaving us to concentrate on
pursuing a new 21 year lease and grants for
repairs this season.
Future funding was in the pipeline from
the
private
sector after much negotiating, but
TIGER’S TIP
we
now
find
out this was all in vain and too
If a vacuum flask is
late.
badly stained inside,
I thank you all from the bottom of my
part fill it with hot waheart for all your efforts and support.
ter, add some raw rice
Karen Brazil
then give it a good
shake!
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From the Benedictine Sisters of Minster Abbey
Dear Friends,
We are grateful to all who have borne patiently with this period of uncertainty regarding the future of the museum. We are
aware that many of you feel saddened by the closure of the museum and we too share this sadness.
As many of you will know, there was a mention of Minster Museum on the Radio Kent News on Monday, 12 th March. This
included part of a statement made by our Trustees on behalf of the Abbey.
The full statement follows below:
“It has been a pleasure for the Benedictine sisters of Minster Abbey to provide a venue for the local Agricultural Museum for
the past eighteen years. That this property has been available at a peppercorn-rent has enabled the museum to benefit a great
number of people who have enjoyed the exhibits and activities provided there.
However, for several years the Museum has been struggling to find funds to remain open. As part of the lease agreement the
Museum is responsible for the maintenance of the buildings. Major funding for urgent repairs to the fabric is manifestly not
available. If the Museum Trustees could find the funding required for repairs, day-to-day running and a secure future, the Abbey
Trustees would be very pleased for the Museum to continue. As the funding is lacking, the Abbey Trustees do have serious
concerns about upkeep and safety, especially regarding the condition of the roof of the Oast-House.
In the autumn of 2006 the Abbey Trustees approached the Museum with the option to relinquish the remainder of the lease.
The Museum Trustees took up this offer and the Abbey Trustees have accepted the surrender of the lease – to be effective at the
end of the 2007 season.
The Abbey Trustees are now in a position to fulfil their responsibilities under Charity Law by exploring alternative use of the
premises by other viable charitable projects that would benefit the local and wider (Thanet and Kent) communities.
On behalf of the Benedictine Community of Minster Abbey the Abbey Trustees would like to assure the public that the
Sisters have never had nor do they now have an interest in using this property to make a profit for themselves. Extending the
offer of the premises to another charity would allow the Sisters to continue to exercise their work and service of Benedictine
Hospitality.”
Dear Friends,
Following the definite decision by the Museum Trustees to close Minster Museum, the Abbey is able to address some of the
queries and misinformation regarding future use of the site. Of the many proposals with which we have been approached over
the last two years we are seriously considering the Pathways Project of Mr Kenny Milne. This is a project which aims to provide
rehabilitation strategies to people who are serious about becoming free of addiction to alcohol or drugs – initially on a nonresidential basis. We are interested in this project for three main reasons:
1 A programme like the Pathways Project, which is based on
total abstinence, is vitally important for Thanet which at present has no
similar facilities for the people who suffer from serious addiction.
According to Kent Police this project could be instrumental in
preventing the spread of drug-use and reduce drug-related crime in
Thanet by 30%.
2 The particular format of the proposed project differs radically
Probably the best Carvery in Thanet
from the only ‘help’ currently available, that of offering addicts
From 1st April- New Chef - New Bar Food
substitute drugs. This is a policy that merely creates a new addiction.
A La Carte Menu
Cont’d o/leaf....

The White Stag
Monkton 01843 823760

Now Serving Food - Wed/Thurs/Fri
12noon - 2.30pm & 5pm - 9.30pm
Sat 12.30pm - 3.30pm & 5pm - 9.30pm
Sun Carvery 12noon - 4pm

Electrical Engineers
* Rewires

* Extensions * Alterations
* Testing and Inspection
* 16th Edition I.E.E. Regs bs7671
* Free Estimates
David Munday

01843 825732
Mobile: 07870 755084

Open All Day
Good Friday / Easter Saturday
& Easter Sunday
Sunday Carvery £11-95 - 2 Courses
Easter Sunday Evening - Karaoke
Thurs 12th Apr - Charity Quiz Night
in Aid of Demelza House 7.30 for 8
Wed 18th Apr - Silly Steak Night
Rump, Gammon, or Salmon Steak in
Lemon Butter - £6-95 - Bookings Only
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From the Benedictine Sisters of Minster Abbey Cont’d....

The Pathways Project is based on a commitment to total abstinence and on the
12-step-programme of AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) and NA (Narcotics Anonymous)
which helps clients to take responsibility for their lives and actions and to re-engage
in the lives of their families and society.
We feel that such a model is compatible with our own ethos and the goals of our
79 High Street
charitable trust. We also think that, implemented within clearly stated and agreed
Minster
Thanet
boundaries, this project can operate safely and fruitfully in our village.
3 Thirdly, and importantly, we believe that Mr Kenny Milne brings a particular
life experience and expertise to such a project. We have been impressed by Kenny
who, after many years of drug-using, succeeded in becoming free of his dependency
and in completely turning his life around. For the past six years he has devoted himself
to other men and women suffering from drug and alcohol addiction. He has succeeded
already in giving many people real hope in life-after-drugs or drink. He has helped
them to transform their lives by becoming completely free of their addiction, and to
move from total hopelessness to the realisation of a new future. Thanks to him, they
are now able to make a meaningful contribution to society.
At the present time our Community is exploring what such a project would entail.
In concrete terms this means finding out more about the proposed therapyprogramme, the kind of clients who will access the project, issues of security etc.
We feel that many of our questions – as possible landlords and close neighbours
Winter Opening Hours
– will be shared by many of you. We wish to assure everyone that your concerns are
Mon to Sat: 9am - 3pm
of importance to us and that we fully respect your rights and interests.
Wed only: 9am - 2pm
Kenny Milne is making a special web-site with information available –
Sunday: Closed
specifically for the people of Minster. www.pathwayshouse.co.uk will be accessible
from 5th April. On this site Mr Milne hopes to present the project and offer
you an opportunity to express your concerns and fears. It is important to Mr
Milne to hear all our concerns and to be able to assure us that his project is
Exceptional
based on safe and responsible strategies.
Luxurious
There will be an opportunity for the public to meet Mr Milne and to put
Florida Villa
their questions to him. He will be available over a period of a few days at
To let
different times of the day so that everyone, whether working or retired, can
Sleeps 8
avail themselves of these times. Mr Milne will announce times in the next
Private pool
Minster Matters.
We, the Sisters at the Abbey, thank all those who have assured us of their
Only 15 minutes to Disneyland
understanding and concern. We are grateful to all who have borne patiently
Close to all major attractions,
with this period of uncertainty. We are sorry that some of you may feel sad or
distressed due to the sensitivity of the situation.
shopping, golf & restaurants
As we explore possibilities and implications for the future we on our part
Prices from £425 per week, not per person
Visit our website: www.cnfloridahome.com wish to assure you that we have the good of our whole village very much at
Your Sisters at Minster Abbey
For more information & a colour brochure heart.
contact Nicola on 821238
&

Teresa

Fresh coffee
Speciality teas
Delicious cakes
Sandwiches
Light lunches
Bacon rolls
...and all the gossip!

Minster Post Office

821291

We Wish A
Happy Easter
to all
We look forward to caring for your children
For more information please ‘phone

01843 824080 or 07950 448 595

Our Customers

Minster Matters
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Feed the Birds
In my garden I have a bird table
that’s a favourite with the starlings.
They queue up waiting on the fence
and fight for a place as is they are starving.
I have peanuts in a container
hanging from my rose tree.
Sparrows, blue tits and finches are the birds
feeding on them I often see.
I throw bread crusts and apples on the ground
for blackbirds, thrushes and robins.
It’s lovely to watch them feeding,
their little heads a-bobbing.
I’ve a bird bath on my patio, I keep full of water,
for them to drink and bathe in and
do things they didn’t oughter.
My garden is inundated with birds on the wing
I call it a turmoil of birds as thank you they merrily sing.
To repay me they eat the bugs and slugs
that can spoil my plants with pests.
So put away your chemicals natures way is best.
(M.Elson)

PADDLE STEAMER MONARCH - 2007 SEASON
Telephone - 01305 760648
Following another successful season in 2006, MONARCH will again
be cruising along the River Stour near Canterbury in Kent from 1st
April 2007. The mooring is at the Grove Ferry Inn Upstreet just off
the A28. We run regular sailings as detailed below. We also
welcome individual or group charter bookings for a cruise up the
River Stour to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries or any other
occasion -- these can be outside normal sailing dates to suit you.
You can combine your cruise with a meal at the Grove Ferry Inn,
booking in advance. You are also welcome to bring your own food
and drink aboard. MONARCH is ideal for mini-bus groups. Please
contact us for any bookings or information at the above number
Sailings:
Start at 12noon - Regular 45 minute trips
From 1st April - Saturdays and Sundays
From 7th May - Thursdays to Sundays inc
School Holidays - Every day
Cost:
Adults £8 - Children (under 12)
£4
Charter: Hourly rate £80
Bookings in advance
Limited to 12 passengers

General House & Garden
Clearance & Maintenance
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Kitchens & Bathrooms
* Gardens * Fencing * Lawns
Patios * Hedges
Free Estimates
No Job too Small
Local, Reliable, & Friendly
Fully Insured
01843 822541
07765 907480
Email: TGFMaintenance@aol.com

March Solutions

THE SMART WAY TO BOOK
YOUR HOLIDAY

Susan Osborne
Personal Travel Counsellor
Tel: 01843 834481 Mobile: 07940 714683
Email: susan.osborne@travelcounsellors.com
Web site: www.travelcounsellors.com/susan.osborne
Travel Counsellors Trust Guarantees
Financial Protection on Every Booking

THE ATTIC

Maloys Mower Maintenance
The professional service for your garden machinery
SALES - SERVICING
SPARE PARTS - REPAIRS
We are warranty agents for most major brands of garden
machinery.
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
& COLLECTION in MINSTER

6 Grotto Hill, Margate, Kent CT9 2BU
Tel/Fax 01843 293342
e-mail: maloys.mowers@tesco.net

WIDE RANGE OF
PET SUPPLIES
Lawnmowers
Serviced
(Petrol and electric)

TIME RESTORED
4, Monkton Road,

New Seasons Seeds
Compost, Bark
Garden Tools
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QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH
PROFFESSIONAL
David Oakley MCFHP, MAFHP
All forms of Services and Treatments
available for Foot and Nail care
Corns, Calluses, Bunions, Hammer-toe,
Ingrown nails, Nail deformities,
Infection control for Athletes foot and Fungal Nail infections, Verruca’s,
Hard skin removal and Diabetic footcare
We provide personal and reliable treatment
in the comfort of your own home, nursing
or residential care home or hospital

April 2007
Minster School seeks first-hand WWII Experiences and Memories.

Minster CEP School will be holding a VE day on 6th June for all pupils. The entire
day will be dedicated to this historical event with children taking part in activities, role
play and listening to guest speakers who can educate the younger generation as to what it
was like during the second world war.
If anyone would like to visit the School on this day to share their own experiences/
memories of this time we would love to hear from you.
Please contact Viv Paine, Head of Key Stage 1, at Minster School on (01843)
821384 for more details.

Minster Playhouse Presents
Peter Gordon’s new play

Death by Fatal Murder
16th – 19th May

Tickets 01843 822458
Please book early to avoid disappointment

Inspector Pratt Diaries
Well, rehearsals for DEATH BY FATAL MURDER are going well and I
Day, evening, weekend appointments
must
say I am enjoying my work with the Munster Playgroup. Strange though
available by arrangement
there
are no children, only some very strange characters.
Tel: 01843 866601
However
I am assured they are the best Amateur Lesbians Kent has to offer.
Mob: 07749 999584
Learning my worms could be quite a challenge as I am surrounded with
some peculiar accents. Mrs Organ claims to be from the valet’s though what a
Welsh woman is doing cleaning cars I have no Idea.
Mr Gary Baldy confuses me frankly, (I do appreciate that not all of you reading
this will be called Frank but I imagine there are a couple of you who are) where was I
!! Oh yes Mr Gary Baldy, he turns out to be an Italian but why has he an English name.
There is also the snooty Miss Farquar –har- har who talks about her large hice, she
Dog Grooming Service
has
me
wondering where I should look when I am talking to her, as large hices are a
All Breeds Welcome
distraction for most men!!!!!.
Kind Professional Service
Then there is this person who keeps our noses to the gridlock, he sits and shouts out
Fully Insured
at us, calls himself Scott which with that accent he is “hoots the noo” maybe I should
Professionally Trained
call myself Eng. or even Brit. However I expect we will have a great procreation by the
16th May.

Pawfection

Gemma & Sandie
69 High Street
Minster, CT12 4AB
01843 825841

Monkton
Mother and Toddler
Group
Wednesday Mornings
9.30am - 11.30am
Monkton Recreation
Ground
£1.50 per Family
for further details
ring
Sarah 07855027198
or
Dolly 07836244705

Minster Matters
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THE HARRY AND SAMUEL WALK (DEMELZA HOSPICE CARE FOR CHILDREN)
A presentation night was held at the Saddlers Inn on Friday 9 th February where a cheque for £3607.12 was handed over to
Sue Bedborough, The East Kent Community Fundraising Manager for Demelza Hospice. On the night, a further £602.50 was
raised giving a grand total of £4209.62. The money was raised by a sponsored
walk from Minster to Whitstable held in September, raffles and various events
on the night.
On behalf of Lucy and myself I would like to say a massive thank you to
A Complete Garden
the many, many people who have helped make this event possible.
Service
Special thanks must go to Cliffes Butchers, Gary and Lucy from Securatel,
Steve Philpott, Andy Simpson, John Shervington, Mick and Jan from the
Saddlers Inn. The list is endless. A special
Design & Construction
thank you to Chris, the DJ for the night, on
coming from Canterbury and giving his servPatios
Turfing
ices free of charge.
Decking Clearance
Once again, a big thank you to everyone.
Block Paving
The money raised will go a long way towards
Garden Lighting
helping the hospice.
Pond
& Water Features
Dave Lowery & Lucy Hughes
P.S. The three young lads in the picture
are Kieran, Adam and Sam
Call Chris on
who got a certificate for completing the sponsored walk.
07883065740

BIRCH LANDSCAPES

Naomi’s’ Red Nose Day

For a Free
No-obligation quote

Wellington boots, jeans, leather jacket, baseball cap,
archaeological dig, flying birds or just being with animals is, as
all who know her will agree, Naomi at her
happiest.
DigitalMemories Photography…
So she thought that if she spent the whole
day on Friday dressed from head to foot in pink
…portraits from a personal perspective
(really not her colour) her friends and relations
would sponsor her.
Award winning photography by Martin Taylor LSWPP
She hoped to collect £100 which would
•
Stunning personal portraits – children a speciality – see our website !
pay one year school fees for FOUR children
•
Timeless family images
living in poverty in Ethiopia.
•
Incredible wedding photography
She did however collect £150, thanks to
We can photogr aph you at our studio, in Eythorne, or ar range a home visit.
her friends at school and family friends in the
Prices from £35 – includes a hand finished 10x8 Fine Art Print. Wee kend and
village, the extra £50 will buy toys and clothes
e ve ning availability.
for children who have fled their homes with
To disc uss your photography needs, plea se telephone Martin on:
their mothers to escape domestic violence.
(Well done Naomi from MM Editorial team)
The picture looks great in colour !!!

County Financial Services & Sunrise Estates
County Financial Services & Sunrise Estates
Y our local es tate agent
Offering a personal, professional and friendly service
for all of your house sale and purchase requirements
1 Tothill Street
Minster Ramsgate
Tel 018 43 825608

Agents for
K en t Reliance Building Society
Offering a range of award winning
savings & investment accounts

01304 830619
www.digitalmemories.org.uk
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HOP PICKING IN THE 1930’s
I first went Hop Picking in 1934 at 8 yrs old, travelling from the East End - Bow district with a
neighbour Mrs. Newson. The day we went, we all piled into a van complete with tables, chairs, pots and
kettles. There were five families, the children sat on the floor and the women sat on stools holding onto
ropes, the men were absent as they had to work back home. Once we were through the Blackwall
Tunnel it was all fields and it took hours to reach our destination.
When we came to 7 mile lane the van couldn’t make it to the top, and the driver would hoot his horn
and all the children would jump out and help to push, and upon reaching the top we all jumped back in again, this would
happen at least twice. When we reached Yalding we saw rows of wooden huts and got to know other people from their
parts of London. The farmer came round with bundles of twigs tied together, called faggots, and a bundle of straw to be
used for your bed. You piled the faggots on top of each other and filled the pillow case and mattress with the straw. The
cooking facilities faced the huts, this was a long hut with a long metal bar about 8 ft. Long raised about 2 feet off the floor
with hooks on it. You would light the fire with your twigs and hang your pots from the hook. The toilet facilities were
more huts and lime would be put down each night and they would be moved every 3 or 4 days.
We worked from 8am to 4pm every day, Saturday 8am to 12noon. We picked the hops into a long bin with sacks tied
around us to protect our clothing from staining. In wet weather we still had to pick, and sometimes the field was over half
a mile away. In the morning the Lolly man would come round and you could get 4ozs of sweets for one penny, or
gob-stoppers for a farthing, these lasted half an hour in your mouth. The farmer would arrive at the end of your working
day to collect the picked hops. He would measure them into a basket, giving you one shilling for a bushel of hops. You
could earn 15 shillings a week , this would be 75 pence in today’s money. It would be entered in the farmer’s book and at
the end of the week you could have a sub if wanted.
We had lots of rabbit stews, you paid sixpence for the rabbit from the farmer. If you wanted a chicken for Sunday
lunch, you ordered it on the previous Monday, and this would cost you two shillings and tuppence for cooking, which the
farmer did for you. The farmer’s wife had two large ovens for this purpose. To have a bath was tupppence, and an
attendant would control the taps outside the cubicle. If you had say, 4 children you would all bath together to save money.
Saturdays the men-folk would travel down after work and we would all go to the local pub - The Walnut Tree, lots of
singing and dancing, no fights or rows. The village baker would arrive on a Box Trike with hot pies for tuppence each,
keeping them hot on a paraffin heater - so much for health and hygiene. When the pub closed we would walk back to our
huts singing, with crates of beer, then we would have bread, cheese, boiled bacon, boiled beef and pickles, with
everybody mucking in. The children had lemonade and cream soda. People
would be playing mouth organs and accordions, sitting around a big fire till 12
THE CROWN & SCEPTRE o’clock and Sunday afternoon the men would return home.
The season lasted 3 to 4 weeks. One year my mother kept my brother and I
Acol 01843 842079
from school for the holiday, and the school board man came down to the farm
Every Monday
and took us back, we didn’t mind as we had a ride in a car for the first time in
Seniors Special Lunch
our lives. We went hop picking every year until 1939, when, due to the war
2 courses inc Tea or Coffee £4.95
petrol was unavailable for such journeys.
We called it a “Londoner Holiday”. In those days people were poor but
Easter Saturday 7th April
happy, I did enjoy them.
Children’s Easter Party
(F.Beaton - age 81yrs.)
4.15pm - 6pm
LINE DANCING

Easter Egg Hunt
Entertainment and Tea Party

with

“Dance

On”

Every Wednesday

Easter Sunday 8th April
Book Now For Our
Special Easter Lunch
Thursday 19th April
A.L.L. Luncheon
2 courses inc Tea or Coffee £4.95

Minster Village Hall
Beginners
12.30pm - 1.30pm
Intermediate
1.30pm - 2.30pm
Admission £3
For further information
please contact

Sue

01843 603778
Mondays - Free Pool All Day

Refreshments Provided

N.P. ELECTRICALS
BS7671 QUALIFIED
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Part ‘P’ Registered Electrical installer
All electrical work undertaken from a
replacement socket to a full house rewire
Inspection and testing service available.
Free Quotations, Competitive Prices.
Quality workmanship guaranteed
Tel: Nic Morling 01843 825094
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MEAL FOR TWO
Each Month!!!

WIN!
WIN!
WIN!

Each month we are advertising a restaurant located in the village and giving you
the chance to win a meal for two to eat there.
This month we extend our offer to:
Dees Bistro. 77 High Street, Minster
Tel: (01843) 823091.

Across
4 Unspecified amount (3)
7 Share costs (2,6)
8 Scottish resort on Firth of Lorne (4)
9 Shock treatment device (13)
10 Wise Men (4)
11 Rock or ice fissure (8)
14 Finance (8)
16 Of a kind (4)
17 Area of social psychology (5,8)
20 List of entertainers (4)
21 Historian (8)
22 Affirmative (3)
Down
1/19 Predict (8)
2 Small tropical lizard (8)
3/4 Optimistic 1/19 down? (5,5,3,1,6,6)
5 Spiritual exercises (4)
6 Celebrated (6)
9 Military disbandment, briefly (5)
12 Gathering (8)
13 Cultural character (5)
15 Tremulous (6)
18 Horrible (4)
19 See 1

The Bell - Meal For Two Winners
Congratulations to
Mr. and Mrs. Craswell
of Rivers Court.

EARLY
RETIRED
DOES
ALL SMALL JOBS
INSIDE OR OUT
CAREFULLY

Dave Atkins opened Dees Bistro in Minster in
February 1995 after a short absence from catering following a hip replacement. The Bistro’s success has been due to
sourcing good quality produce from around the district plus a fixed price,
ever changing menu with no hidden extras. After 10½ years Dave left the
Bistro to have another hip replacement. In August 2006, Dave returned and
received an incredible welcome back from customers and local businesses
and staff. Since returning the main menu has already changed twice, with
specials changing weekly, if not daily. On arrival customers receive a bowl
of olives and freshly baked bread, the new menu, which costs just £16.95
for two courses and £19.95 for three, includes such dishes for starters as
mixed seafood salad, potted meat, chicken tikka and Main Dishes such as
Gressingham Duck Breast with Marsala Wine sauce, Peppered Ribeye
Beefsteak, alongside Chicken Dishes, Fish Dishes, other Meat Dishes and
Vegetarian Dishes. Plus a variety of puds all freshly prepared and served
up in friendly surroundings. The Bistro is fully licensed and has a selection
of Beers, Spirits and Wines, with the House Wine at just £9.95 per bottle.
Bistro is opened Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat from 7pm. For reservations call
01843 823091 or e-mail deesbistro@aol.com. Dees has an evening of gentle
Jazz, first Friday of each month, £3 music supplement.
To be in with a chance of winning a Meal for Two at the above restaurant all
you have to do is send your name, address and contact telephone number, to the
Library, in an envelope marked for the attention of ‘Minster Matters Monthly
Meal for Two - “Dees Bistro”.
THE FOLLOWING TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY:
Only one entry per household. Last date for entry will be Wednesday 14th
April. Draw will take place on Thursday 15th. Winners will be notified on
Friday 16th April 2007.
Voucher will only be valid for one month from the date of issue.
Dees Bistro voucher is valid for Wednesdays and Thursdays only
3 Course Meal for two supplied. DRINKS EXCLUDED

ESTABLISHED

Roofing

Over 30 years roofing experience
* New roofs * Roof Repairs *
* Restoration Work *

PLEASE RING

* Free Estimates*
* All work guaranteed *

PETER
823550

Freephone: 0800 7 31 31 52
Mobile: 07957 42 42 47

DJ ROXBURGH
(Minster)

For all your brickwork,
extensions &
patio requirements
Mobile: 07973 850083
Tel/Fax: 01843 825318
Email: djroxburgh@gmail.com
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COMMENTS FROM A MINSTER MATTERS READER
Your correspondent asks “Have the hierarchy of the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church gone completely mad
with their latest inane schemes?” (March edition of Minster Matters).
Well, here in Minster the answer would seem to be yes – they really do seem to have lost the plot.
Christianity is about treating people as we would wish to be treated and about loving our neighbours as ourselves. During the
past few weeks, the proposed mobile phone mast scheme and the closure of Minster Museum have concerned and angered
hundreds of people in the village – people who have for years
C lo t h N a p p i e s a r e B a c k !
given many thousands of pounds to both the Parish church and
the Abbey.
M o d e r n c lo t h n a p p i e s f a s t e n w it h
Petitions, appeals for Public Meetings, letters to church
p o p p e r s o r V e lc r o , c o m e in a ll t h e
leaders and challenging articles in local newspapers have all
c o lo u r s o f t h e r a i n b o w & a r e s h a p e d
fallen on deaf ears and the worries and unhappiness of so many
m o r e l ik e a d is p o s a b le .
villagers seems to count for nothing with these holy people.
So the Museum will close and a phone mast will no doubt
soon invade the holy space that generations of worshippers have
respected. Not really surprising then that figures for
churchgoing in 2005 have just been released and show yet
S a v e M o n e y & H e l p t h e E n v ir o n m e n t .
another drop of 2%.
F o r in f o c o n t a c t lo c a l m u m D e e o n
One word of comfort, some straight-thinking churches in
01304 617178
the area have already totally rejected the phone mast company’s
O r v i s it
package offer of £75,000.
w w w .t h e c lo t h n a p p y c o .c o . u k
(Name and Address withheld)

Red Nose Day by Rose Hockey (School Journalist)
On the 16th of March it was Red Nose Day and children of
Minster School raised money by wearing their clothes back to
front.
Red nose day is all about comic relief. It means that
everyone tries to raise money for the people who are less fortunate than themselves. Some of the children at Minster School
did a sponsored silence and
from all of the donations received (a fantastic £414!) we
managed to create a face made
from money wearing a red
nose on the School Playground.

YOGA
Morning Classes
for the
Over 50’s
All levels of
fitness

no upper age limit
for further
details ring
01227 722097
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MINSTER BOWLS CLUB
off Molineux Road, Minster

SIMON STAIT

Complete Property Maintenance
Minster Bowls Club are extremely pleased and proud to announce the opening
01843 595979
07727 687 538
of their new pavilion which is programmed for mid April, and there will be great
cause for a double celebration as this year it is also the clubs 70th anniversary.
The pavilion can be found adjacent to the 6 rink outdoor green which was built From a leaky tap to a leaky roof - I’ve got it
covered!!
in 1998, at the Recreation Ground, opposite Snowball Cottages, thus the activity
No
job
too
big
- no job too small
of both outdoor and short mat bowling will go on in the same place. Short mat
For all your building or plumbing jobs, inside
bowling will be available through all 12 months of the year!!.
or out. Professional workmanship with quality
The new pavilion is the height of luxury, 90ft long by 32ft wide boasting a full
materials and competitive prices
catering kitchen, separate Ladies and Gentlemen’s changing rooms, full facilities Kitchens, Bathrooms, Laminate floors, Flatfor the disabled, a licensed bar with very reasonable prices and central heating.
packs assembled, New Ceilings & Walls,
Minster Bowls Club has always had an enviable reputation for a friendly Painting & Decorating, Custom radiator
family atmosphere which still exists today!
covers, Staircases, Doors, Roofs, Locks,
We are now able to offer membership to (young and not so young) prospective Sheds erected, Decking, Outside taps, Fasplayers, beginners are no problem as we have coaches to teach you all you need to cias and Soffits, Guttering, Fencing, Winknow.
dows, Washing machines installed
We also have a very good social calendar, so why not come and see for
& Pipes boxed in
yourself. Drop in for a cup of tea or coffee and a chat, we will be delighted to see
Fully insured, reliable craftsman.
you.
For a free estimate or consultation
Please ring Simon on
All of this for an unbelievable membership fee of just £15 per year.
01843 595979 or
Watch for our September advert giving details of a FREE 4 week course for
07727 687 538
new indoor bowlers.
Club Captain 01843 823672
Bowls Pavilion 01843 824082
Website: http://www.minsterbowlsclub.co.uk

WANTED
HOUSEKEEPER
Bungalow
Central Minster
Light duties 2 hours per week
Phone:
01843 821156

FARRIERS ANTIQUES
Affordable Antiques and Collectables
Period & country furniture, glass, china, brass
& copperware, fine art, paintings,
table lamps, mirrors, woodenware & boxes,
Murano glass & much more
Open 6 days a week (exc Mondays)
9.00am to 5.30pm
The Street, St. Nicholas at Wade CT7 0NR
(directly opposite the church)
01843 840758
Email:farriersantiques@tiscali.co.uk

Quex Craft Village
Quex Park Estate, Birchington
_____________________________

Robert Palmer Woodcarver
Original Wood Sculpture and designs - also pet portraits
Elanjay Ceramics
Decorate your own pottery - Children's parties welcome
Artisan Gold-Silver-Platinum by Robert Hull
Bespoke Jewellery & Silver
(www.artisan-rh.com)

Jewellery
Handmade Beaded Jewellery - Beading classes & Beads
(www.thanetbeadingclasses.co.uk)

Egg-craft
Decorated Eggs with a difference !
A. Giles Artist
Original Paintings - Landscapes & Seascapes - Commissions
(www.anthonygilesgallery.com)

Fairycraft
Unique & Magical handcrafted gifts
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MILLERS AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY
presents

‘Bus Stop’ & ‘Costa del Packet’
on Saturday

ABBEY AIRPORT TAXIS
GATWICK
HEATHROW
STANSTED

£57
£73
£74

QUALITY VEHICLE FLEET
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE
OTHER DESTINATIONS
HAPPY TO QUOTE

(01843) 826129
ABBEY AIRPORT TAXIS
52 Fulham Avenue, Margate

Your
Local
Estate
Agent
Based in both Minster and Birchington
your local Estate Agent,

2nd June

Millers Amateur Dramatic Society returns to the Village Hall
after their successful visit last year with their musical variety show.
This time the Millers will perform two one act comedy plays on the
same evening. The plays are unusual because they involve all
female casts.
In ‘Bus Stop’, by Rae Shirley, a group of women gather at a bus
stop and indulge in gossip to pass the time. There are two women,
unnamed, joined by Mrs Hickery, armed with a bag of chips
wrapped in newspaper and then Mrs Finney carrying a shopping
bag which she scatters all over the floor. Two well-dressed women,
who are not very frequent bus users arrive and there is a little touch
of class conflict. This wry comedy looks with a uniquely female
slant on men, love, life and romance and there is a twist in the tale!
‘Costa del Packet’ is about Vera, Lesley, Alice and Sally who
arrive at Del Sol, Majorca, on a package tour organised by Flitwell
Tours. They find themselves stranded in a workman’s hut on the
site of their hotel which is not even constructed yet. Determined not
to let their husbands know they have been conned they decide not
to return home and to make the best of everything - even the wolf
whistles of the workers outside! This fast moving farce provides a
hilarious look at the problem of package holidays and the resilience
of Brits.
This is a new project for Millers and both plays are directed by
one of their founder members, Rod Dexter, who has a wealth of
experience in the amateur theatre.
Tickets are priced at £5 and £4 for concessions and are
available from Millers Box Office on 01843 843634 or contacting Sonia at Tadpoles Pre-School, Minster Pavilion.
Don’t miss this double bill of comedy by a well established local
amateur drama group.
Plays are presented by permission of Samuel French Ltd, London.

AMBER’S ADVICE

Dissolve your worries, write them down
on paper, then review the likelihood of
them eventuating.
Nine times out of ten that likelihood will
be remote.

Sunrise Estates
offers a personal, professional and
friendly service for all your house sale
and purchasing requirements.
For a free market appraisal call us at:

‘End of Month’ a la carte Evenings.
(Last Fri & Sat of every month).

1 Tothill Street Minster Ramsgate
01843 821222:

Party bookings, min. 18 max. 48 people
Tues to Sat every week.

40 Station Road, Birchington
01843 845777

BRING YOUR OWN WINE - NO CORKAGE
CHARGE

BOOK NOW!

Minster Matters
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MINSTER SURGERY NEWS
We have now been in our new surgery building for six months and
thought this a good time to update our patients about the services we offer.
1. Appointments:
• Staff are able to offer pre-bookable appointments for the 1st hour of
every surgery apart from Tuesday.
• The remainder of appointments are available to book on the day.
• Telephones are answered in the practice from 8.00am.
• We have 3 telephone lines coming into the practice which means that
appointments can go very quickly. If you can ring early it is advisable to
do so.
• Every surgery has telephone consultation slots built in - if you feel
BEAUTY & ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES
your problem could be dealt with over the ‘phone, please tell the
UNISEX SALON
receptionist.
10
CUTHBERT
ROAD, WESTGATE ON SEA
2. New initiatives:
• We have appointed a Nurse Practitioner starting in April. Some of
Facials, Manicures & Pedicures, Waxing,
you may already know Dawn from her work as a community nurse. She
Massage, Aromatherapy, Reflexology,
will now be seeing patients in the surgery with minor illnesses.
Indian Head Massage, Hopi Ear Candles,
• From the beginning of April we will be running an anti-coagulation Make-Up, Eye Tints, Gel Nails, Ear Piercing,
monitoring clinic (Warfarin checks) to save patients having to travel to the Slimming Treatments, Electrolysis, Body Wraps,
hospital.
Non-Surgical Face Lift.
• We have a chiropody clinic for referred patients at the practice every
Wednesday. This has replaced the mobile chiropody service which was
Free Skin Analysis Always Available.
withdrawn last year.
OAP’s ½ Price Pedicure on Wednesdays.
• We have a physiotherapy clinic for referred patients every
Gift Vouchers Available.
Wednesday~
LATE EVENINGS ‘TIL 9PM
• We now have 3 Health Care Assistants who have been trained to
Tel: 01843-831882
carry out blood tests, blood pressure checks, urine testing, ECGs and new
registration checks. One HCA can also carry out spirometry testing and
WHITE ROSE HEATING
&
diabetic foot checks.
PLUMBING SERVICES
Our practice nurses continue to offer chronic disease management
BOILER REPAIRS
CENTRAL HEATING REPAIRS / SERVICING
clinics, Asthma, Diabetes and Well Woman clinic. They also undertake
GAS FIRES / REPAIRS / SERVICING
baby immunisations, travel vaccination clinics, injections, dietary advice
DOMESTIC PLUMBING REPAIRS
CORGI Registered. No - 223961
and removal of stitches.
- Darren Parkinson - Contact No – 01843 843483
If you need any of the above services, please tell the reception staff Contact
5 Chantry Park, Sarre,
Mobile No - 07929 495158
when you ring as this will enable them to book you into the appropriate Birchington,
No VAT to pay
clinic.
Our reception staff will ask for some information when you request an
appointment as they already do for home visits. Please do not be offended
- again it is so that they can book you with the most suitable person to help
with your problem. We hope that by working in this way we can manage
our daily demand for appointments in a more efficient and effective manner.
EASTER CLOSING:
Surgery will be closed on Good Friday (6th April) and on Easter
Monday (9th April). We re-open again on Tuesday 10th April at
8.00am.

LK - ELECTRICS
All types of electrical work
Including extra telephone sockets
Undertaken and carried out to BS. 7671 regulations
All work guaranteed and fully insured
Call for a free estimate
01843 843197 or 0798 6007202
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ADVERTISING IN MINSTER MATTERS
Due to our ever increasing print costs, it has become necessary, after 7
static years, to make the first ever increase to our advertising rates.
Please be aware that for new adverts and/or renewals, from 1st June
2007, the rates will be as follows:
1/16th page: Single entry £10; 6 or more £6 per issue: 1/8th page Single
£20; 6 or more £12 per issue 1/4 page ; Single £40; 6 or more £24 per issue.
These prices will be reviewed annually in future.
Further to this, we have previously carried all Non Commercial Group
Events etc. F.O.C., but as from 1st June 2007, if it is requested that an entry
be included for more than 2 consecutive issues, a charge as
listed above, may be applied for any additional entries required.
Here is a timely reminder of our latest
Terms and Conditions:All advertising copy is accepted in good faith, but Minster
Matters reserve the right to alter anything if they find it necessary to
do so at any time, or refuse any advertising if they see fit to do so.
Minster Matters cannot be held responsible if an advertisement is
inadvertently omitted or an older copy is accidentally printed, although every effort is made to ensure this doesn't, as far as is reasonably practical, happen. (Credit may be given at the discretion of the
Accounts Manager or Commercial Advertising Editor)
Advertisers cannot be guaranteed a specific position within the
magazine, and advertisements may be moved, in any issue, at the
discretion of the Editors.
Payment for any edition must normally be received before the
20th of the month prior to publication and any advertiser who falls
behind with their dues, by a maximum of 2 months, will have their
advertisement immediately withdrawn until payment is made, unless
there are extenuating circumstances, that Minster Matters are made
aware of, as soon as practically possible, in writing, and the Editorial
team have agreed, again, in writing, to a late payment being acceptable.
Updates for all advertisements must be with the Commercial
Advertising Editor by the 15th of the month, at the very latest.
(Unless previously agreed with CA Editor)

EXPRESS CLEARANCE Ltd.
(Registered with Environment Agency for licensed tipping)

HOUSE, GARDEN AND BUILDING WASTE
REMOVED - FAST

MONKTON FLOORING
250, Canterbury Road,
Birchington
01843 840977

Call us to make an appointment for your
FREE quotation:-

Carpets & Laminates
supplied & fitted

01843 867424 or 078 666 00 680

no obligation, home visit

Sheds & Garages Taken Down

Call Darren for your

Minster Matters
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SUNDAY by Yvonne
Sunday, Sunday, a special day
If it’s possible, find a way
To spend some time, perhaps an hour
To step outside, and let your eyes devour
The sky above, and let your ears hear the birds on the wing
For even in cities, birds still sing
Pause a while, let the soul breathe
Try if possible, all tension to relieve
Think, I bet there is someone worse off than I
Just say a little prayer, to that ‘Man in the sky’
Take my word as ‘Gospel’ and you will find
Somehow, suddenly, you will have a better state of mind
MINSTER & MONKTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Annual Spring Show will be held in the
Village Hall on Saturday 14th April - 2pm to 4pm entrance 50p. Schedules can be obtained from Mrs. Card,
71a High Street. All entries to be delivered to Mrs. Card by
Thursday 12th April.
The April Meeting is on Wednesday 18th April in the
Village Hall at 7.30pm when Mr. John Mathias of Yalding
Organic Garden will be talking on “Organic Vegetable
Growing”. The points competition is “Three Sticks of
Rhubarb”. All welcome, visitors 50p.
On Saturday 28th April there will be a Coffee Morning in
the Old School Hall from 10am to Noon. There will be
plants, cakes and savouries, books, jigsaws and a tombola.
Also refreshments.
All welcome.
If you are interested in gardening come along to our
meetings - the years subscription is only £2.25, or come as a
visitor. You get a free tea or coffee and biscuits.

Thanet Animal Cemetery Monkton
(Est 1974)
Cemetery at Gore Street
Office at 116 Monkton Street
Thanet 821253

The Grass Master
Get your lawn in shape using our
professional lawn treatment service

* Fertilisation * Weed & Moss Control
* Scarification * Aeration * Grass Cutting
* Landscaping * Paving * Decking * Turfing
Garden Design by Qualified Designer
Artificial Grass Supplied and Installed

Treatments start from just £12
- its cheaper than doing it yourself!
For a Free lawn analysis & quotation please call

01843 823320 or 07973 817540
www.thegrassmaster.co.uk

Mar-07

Minster MOT
& Service
Centre Ltd
Unit 24, Telegraph Hill Ind. Est.
Laundry Road, Minster, Kent

MINSTER CAT CARE

‘Spring Charity Sale’
Saturday 21st April 2007
9am - 1pm at Old School Hall, Minster.
Admission - 20p
Selling bedding, curtains (don’t forget to bring your
measurements!) and lots more. For more details please see
posters in Minster Cat Care and around the village.
Rosemary Ball MICHT, IIHHT
Reflexologist

01843 823131
CITROEN SPECIALISTS
New & Used vehicles supplied

Happy

Easter
MoT Testing
£50.35
Full Retest £22.00

Full reflexology.
Hand or foot massage

Full Service

Relax the body and mind
Suitable for all ages

for most vehicles
Tel: 01843 821565
Mob: 07900 030669

£78.50 (+ parts and VAT)
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American Supper
Bring your own food and drink

Dr. Stephen Ladyman

Music by

Member of Parliament for
South Thanet

Alabama Express
Country Music Band
Sponsored by

Ash, Broadstairs, Cliffsend,
East Stourmouth, Elmstone,
Kingsgate, Manston, Minster,
Preston, Ramsgate, Sandwich,
Sholden, Staple, Wingham,
Woodnesborough, Worth.

www.vfast.co.uk
Made up from band members of the following bands:

Highway 40

Frontier
Express

Minster Village Hall

Find out more at: www.souththanetlabour.org.uk
Contacting your MP:
Dr. Stephen Ladyman:
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Nr Ramsgate, Kent

Saturday 21st April 2007
7.30pm

South Thanet Constituency Office
28, Newington Road, Ramsgate, CT12 6EE
Tel: 01843 852696; Fax: 01843 852689
e-mail:stephenladymanmp@souththanetlabour.org.uk
Web site: www.steveladyman.labour.co.uk
An MP’s Surgery is held every week
Please phone for an appointment
Appointments are available every Friday from
4pm in the Constituency Office, Ramsgate.
Additional surgeries are held once a month on a
Saturday morning in one of the villages or towns
of the constituency and are advertised locally.
Dr. Ladyman will visit the elderly, disabled and
people without transport at their homes if preferred.

Alabama
Hayriders

American
Brew

Admission £4.50
Tickets and further information from:
01304-830627 or
01843-821440
www.alabamaexpress.co.uk

DEATH
On Sunday 4th March 2007
LINDA FOSTER
(nee Hagley)
At her home in Surrey
Previously of
The Corner House
(not Mortons Fork).
Much loved wife of Michael,
Mum of Tracy and Shaun and
Nanny of Jordan, Lewis,
Joe and Ciaran.

MAX CARPET CLEANING
At Last! Carpet cleaning brought into the 21st
Century!
Are you put off by the thought of wet carpets, and not
being able to walk on them for hours after being
cleaned? Now that's a thing of the past, thanks to a brand
new carpet maintenance system.
Our system is completely dry, and there is never a time
when your room is out of bounds. You can actually walk
on your carpets during and immediately after being
cleaned.
Our products are environmentally friendly, pH balanced
5.5, and with no harsh chemicals, are completely safe for
children and pets.
There’s no sticky residues left behind as with other
cleaning systems, which attract the dirt back again.
Seeing is believing! It’s easy, fast, safe, convenient, and
it works!
UPHOLSTERY cleaning service also available.
Ring now for a quote on: 01843 847235 /07966 288326

Ronald Lowe (77)
Passed away peacefully
Tuesday 13th March
Leaves a loving wife,
Margaret
and children,
Gena and Gary.
Will be truly missed.
God Bless

BILL HARRIS
R.I.P. 6th March 2007
On behalf of our respective families I would like to thank
all our friends, neighbours and fellow bowlers for the
many cards and condolences we have received.
We were overwhelmed by the kind words
and offers of support.
Thank You All. Marie Harris and Bill Jnr.

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER
For all your hairdressing needs,
and in the comfort of your own home
PHONE DIANE:

01843 840952 or 07842 427935

From Perms to Cuts, Highlights to Sets,
Ladies, Gents and Children welcome.

Minster Matters
Church News and Service Times
St. Mary’s the Virgin, Minster
Rev. Bob Coles, 821250
Sunday Services In
APRIL
1st April
Palm Sunday
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Family Praise
6.30pm: Evensong (BCP)
8th April
Easter Day
9am: No service
10am: Holy Communion
15th April
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Morning Worship
22nd April
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Holy Communion (CW)
29th April
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Holy Communion (CW)
Mid week services at St Mary’s
Wednesdays, 10.30am

Services at
St Mary Magdalene, Monkton
APRIL
1st April
Palm Sunday
10.15am: Holy Communion (CW)
8th April
Easter Day
10.15am: Holy Communion (CW)
15th April
10.15am: Holy Communion
(with Methodists)
22nd April
10.15am: Holy Communion (CW)
29th April
10.15am: Family Service

Wantsum Group Services
during Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, 5th April
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
at Minster
7.30pm: Holy Communion
at St-Nicholas-at-Wade
Good Friday, 6th April
9.45am: Walk of Witness starting
at the Abbey Gates
12 Noon: “An hour at the Cross”
at St-Nicholas-at-Wade
2pm: “An hour at the Cross”
at Minster

April 2007
St Mildred’s Catholic Church
9, St Mildred’s Road, 821340
Father Kevin Fitzgerald

*Services at St Mildred’s Church
Sunday: 10.30 a.m, Mass
Monday: 12 noon, Mass
Wednesday: 12 noon, Mass
Friday/Saturday: 10 a.m. Mass
*PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING
Mass each Wednesday in Parish Church
at 12 noon. All other Masses to be held
at Minster Abbey until further notice.
For further information please contact:
Fr, Stephen Fisher, St Ethelbert’s
Church, Ramsgate on (01843) 592071.

Minster Abbey
Sundays: 10 a.m* Mass
Weekdays: 8.15 a.m. Mass
Daily: Chapel open all day for
private prayer
Compline (night prayer) 7.50 p.m.
*Changed from 8.30am to 10am
until further notice.

Minster Abbey
The Abbey Chapel is open for prayer
throughout the day
Lauds: 7.30am
Mass 8.15am, Sunday 8.30am
Mid day prayer 12.10pm
Vespers 6pm
Compline 7.50pm
(followed by Silent Prayer)
All our visitors, not only Christians but
people of all faiths and spiritual tradition,
all who ‘truly seek God’ (rule of St.
Benedict) are warmly welcomed to join
us in prayer, in our beautiful monastic
chapel

Funerals:
26th February: Queenie Eastland (88)
at Thanet Crematorium
27th February: Evelyn Knights (86)
at Minster Church and Cemetery
14th March: Eric Otterway (67)
at Thanet Crematorium
19th March: William Harris (74)
at Minster Church and
Thanet Crematorium
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The Salvation Army
11 Tothill Street, Minster

Captain Fiona Barnett
822308
Salvation Army Hall
825178

Weekly Programme

All events take place in the New
Salvation Army Church, Youth
and Community Centre
Sunday
Sunday School, 9.45am – 10.45am
Morning Family Service, 11am – 12pm
Evening Service, 6pm – 7pm
Monday
Baby Group
(Mum’s and babies under 6 months),
10am – 11.30am
Friendship Club (Over 50’s),
2.15pm – 3.30pm
Tuesday
Parents and Tots, 9.30am – 11.30am
Bible Study, 7.15pm - 8.30pm
Wednesday
Keep Fit, 10.15am – 11.15am
Home League (Ladies over 50’s),
2.45pm – 3.45pm
Pilates, 6.30pm-7.30pm
& 7.30pm - 8.30pm
(for details ring Becky on 0788 7560957)
Thursday
13+ Youth Club (13-17 year olds),
7.30pm - 9pm
Friday
7up Youth Club (7-10 year olds),
5.30pm – 6.30pm
Adventurers Youth Club (10 – 12 year
olds), 7pm – 8.45pm
Saturday
There are events happening on most
Saturdays please see other pages of
Minster Matters for details.
Salvation Army telephone number for
the new building is 01843 825178
Website unavailable at present

Minster Matters

24

April 2007

Notes and Events

Playhouse
Wine and Wisdom
Evening
Friday 20thApril
Minster Playhouse needs to
replace the existing out of
date back drops in the
Village hall.
all profits will go towards
new rollers
************
Tables of 8
£5.00 each
Bring your own nibbles
and drinks
Call 822458 to book
a table

Reflexology

Cards
Cakes

Village Market
Produce

Every 3rd Saturday
Of the month

MINSTER SENIORS
Royal British Legion Club
Ladies and Gents
Come and join us for a
“Cuppa” and Chat
Bingo - Raffles
EVERY WED. 2pm - 4pm.
All Welcome.
For a contact number
Phone 823782
Mrs. Joan Cordwell

Minster Playhouse
Grand Family Disco
Saturday June 30th

Jam

10am – 3pm
Village Hall
St Nicholas at Wade
Contact 01843 847469

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 10th April
Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Minster & Monkton
Royal British Legion
Women’s Section

Speaker:
Mrs. Sarah Turner
“Flower Essences”

2nd April
Make six
Easter Biscuits
yourself.

Bingo or Speaker or Quiz.
(Raffle prizes needed
for all Meetings)
New members and visitors
For more information
welcome
For further information call Please call Miriam Smith
on 822589.
821152.

Minster Open Gardens
16th & 17th June

Dance the night away
to music from the 80’s
Fancy Dress Competition

Plans are well in hand for this year’s

Show the youngsters
your street cred and how it is
done for real
Only £3.00 - Phone 821942

If you are interested in having your garden included
this year,
then please contact me on 821250.
Thank you. Rev’d Bob Coles

“Open Gardens”.

MINSTER VILLAGE HALL BOWLS GROUP
Plants
Jewellery

January to November
Painting

Minster-in-Thanet
(Evening)WI.

will be starting a Short Mat Bowls Session on
Tuesday 17th April from 9 am to 12 noon.
As demand grows other sessions will be introduced.
If you wish to try this very enjoyable sport please come along, you will be
welcomed and encouraged by a very friendly group.
For further details contact either:
01843 821660 or 01843 821447

Whitstable
Lavender
Patchwork

Wooden
And More, No stall alike! Toys
Antiques

Morton’s Fork
“Il Covo”
Ristorante Italiano

Booking Now For
Easter Sunday
Computer Installation & Repair
Web Design & Hosting
Tuition available
on most popular packages
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
01843 821243/07739 486707
www.minster.net
support@minster.net

8th April
Lunchtime Special: 2 Courses for £ 8.45
Sunday Lunch: £9.95 for 2 courses
with Home Made Yorkshire Pudding
Senior Citizens Lunch Every Wed - 2 courses £5.00
Beautiful, en-suite rooms available
Station Road, Minster: 01843 823000

Closed Sunday evening and Monday
www.mortonsfork.co.uk

Minster Matters
Notes and Events
CLIFFSEND VARIETY SHOW
All of life's a stage, especially in Cliffsend on Saturday
31st March. The newly formed drama group are putting on a
wildly varied family variety show. Organiser Vanessa
Culliford, says "we wanted to start the group as we mean to go
on with something for everyone and we certainly have that!
We have acts ranging from a 16 person Irish dance troupe,
choreographed by Moira Wood from SPL Dance studio and
also a Cliffsend resident, to an Elvis Presley tribute act from
Steve Dent, who used to be a backing singer for Peggy Lee
amongst many others. Many of our acts are planning on
auditioning for the X-Factor next year so this is all good
experience for them. Others are just there for the fun of it.
In total the show has 18 acts, singers, dancers, groups,
stand up comics etc ranging from 9 years old to 70. The MC
for the night is the ever popular Bill Forrest. A number of
Minster residents will be taking part too including David
Sworder playing the most unlikely Viking ever, Natasha
Radford and Dominique Vaughan in a flamenco dancing
spectacular and Staff Sergeant Snowy B.
The show has actually sold out which is wonderful news for
such a small village community, however there may be plans to
repeat it later in the year. The Cliffsend group will also be
putting on a Christmas production early in 2008. The proceeds
from the variety evening will go towards this and the Village
Hall Restoration Fund. "At the moment we don't even have a
door on the dressing room' so this fundraiser is vital!"
(says Vanessa)

TH E A LPH A C O U R SE
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‘EASTER GLORY’

FLAT TO RENT

A celebration for Easter Day in words 2 bedroom first floor flat
with own garden,
and music, led by a United Choir with
St Marys Road, Minster.
singers from across Thanet
Available early April
followed by tea and hot cross buns.
£520.00 per month
MINSTER SALVATION ARMY
1 month Deposit and
CENTRE
a month in advance.
Sunday 8th April at 6pm
References required.
Donations for work to the proposed
Please contact
new Army Charity Shop in Tothill St.
Debi on 07817 964147
ADMISSION FREE
or Alan on 07789 003433
ALL WELCOME

New Territories
CHINESE RESTAURANT
& TAKE AWAY
2 Monkton Road, Minster
Tel: 01843 822371
For the second year running we have been
awarded a

Certificate of Cleanliness, Hygiene
and Work Practices
from Thanet District Council
Authentic Wine Bottle Covers for sale
See all the different designs!

e xp lo r e t h e m e a n in g o f l i f e

A s k in g q u e s tio n s ?

L o o k in g fo r a n s w e rs ?

T h e A lp h a c o u rs e is a n o p p o rt u n it y f o r a n y o n e t o e x p lo re t h e
C h ris t ia n f a it h in a re l a x e d m a n n e r o v e r t e n t h o u g h t p ro v o k in g
w e e k ly s e s s io n s .
It ’ s l o w k e y ,
It ’ s s u p p o r t e
O v e r 2 m illio n
a lre a d y f o u n d

f rie n d ly
d b y a ll
p e o p le
it t o b e

a n d f u n a n d t h e re ’ s n o c o s t .
t h e m a in C h ris t ia n d e n o m i n a t io n s .
in t h e U K a n d 8 m illio n w o rld w id e h a v e
a w o rt h w h ile e x p e ri e n c e .

S t a rt s : T u e s d a y 1 7 t h A p ril 2 0 0 7 a t 6 . 3 0 p m ( i n c l u d e s s u p p e r )
A t : T h e S a lv a t io n A rm y , 1 1 T o t h ill S t re e t , M in s t e r
T o b o o k y o u r p la c e rin g : F io n a o n 0 1 8 4 3 8 2 2 3 0 8 o r 8 2 5 1 7 8

MOBILE BEAUTY
THERAPIST
Professional Treatments in your
own home
Swedish Massage * Sports Massage
Waxing * Facials
Pedicures * Manicures
CHILDREN’S PAMPER PARTIES

Contact Alison
01843 290714 or 07792 838108

Now Open 7 days a week!
Monday to Thursday: 5.30pm - 11pm
Friday & Saturday: 12.30pm-2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm
Sunday:12.30pm - 2.30pm & 5pm - 10.30pm
FREE DELIVERY OF ORDERS OVER £10
WITHIN 3 MILE RADIUS

Contemporary, relaxed
wedding photography
capturing the unique
nature of your wedding
Also specialising in
portraits and private
commissions
Find more details at:
www.photogriffin.com
Enquiries@photogriffin.com

0771 518 1499
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School script
The Editors for this month are Kyianne Withers and Georgia
Fitzgerald. They hope you enjoy the April addition of Minster
Matters.

April fools day by Abbie Hogben and Jack Pike
In England April Fools Day jokes are only performed in the
morning as it is considered bad luck after.
Other countries celebrate April fools day and all of them
celebrate it differently:
In Scotland, jokes are performed for two days.
In Portugal, April Fool's Day falls on the Sunday and Monday
before lent. In this celebration, many people throw flour at their
friends.
In France the tradition started in 1582.
In Rome on the 28th March the festival of Hilaria (which
means hilarious) is held.
In India the Huli Festival is celebrated on March 31st. People
play jokes on one another and smear colours on one another
celebrating the arrival of Spring.
(information taken from
www.april-fools.us/history-april-fools.htm)

Arts week by Mitchell and Sam
From the 19th of February to the 24th of February it was arts
week at Minster School. All pupils took part and each year group
studied a different artist. At the end of the week everyone produced a piece of work relevant to their artist. The artists studied
were:
Kandinsky - by Reception Children, Vincent Van Gogh - by
Year 1, Graffiti Artists - by Year 2, Andy Warhol - by Year 3,
Goya - by Year 4, Roy Lichtenstein - by Year 5, Lowry - by Year
6.
(Here are some brilliant pieces of their
finished work.
Left - Year 4, Middle - Year 1, Right -

If you’re planning on a Spring wedding take a look at Lauren’s
research for some ideas. Ed.
Spring Weddings by Lauren Mackenzie
If you want the luxury location for your spring wedding visit
www.sandonhall.co.uk.
This Johanna Hehir dress and matching jewellery is stunning!
These flowers could be perfect for that lucky
lady to catch!!

This luxury set of jewellery is absolutely stunning!
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Easter! By Kyianne & Georgia
Easter the special time of year, when
Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus.
This very important time is not only a spiritual
event but also a time to take part in fun activities at Minster school.
For the children at Minster school you can
enter you’re colourful egg in the Easter egg
competition or if your in Year 5 or Year 6
you can enter your home made Easter
garden. Key stage 1 are going to have a
Easter bunny visit with an Easter Egg
Hunt!

Kids Rule By Laura Rochford
This poem is about what I would do as
Prime Minister.
My Dad he went to Iraq,
He was lucky, he came back,
Other soldiers do not get that chance,
To come home alive and dance,
I will send all the soldiers home,
And knight them in the Millennium Dome.
Everyone deserves to have a house,
That is not infested with woodlouse,
It should be heated and stocked up with food,
And create a welcoming mood,
The houses will have water, hot and cold,
Furniture new and old.
Every school class should have two days of P.E,
It would improve the children’s health you see,
One should be outdoors the other inside,
Just be yourself there’s nothing to hide,
If this does not happen in your schools,
All you have to do is make a few calls.
Let us hear the Dentists say,
`No you do not have to pay,`
Let us hear the doctors speak,
`We’ll take you straight through, you look bleak,`
To see everyone well is what I have in mind,
Let this happen now do not be behind.
People start to commit crime for drugs,
I would get rid of these dirty bugs,
Nicer streets is what we need,
Wouldn’t it be nice if they were clean,
Murder is a thing that should not be done,
It brings out the worst in anyone.

Minster Matters
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The Bell Inn,
Minster

Minster Parish Council
At its March Meeting the Parish Council:
• Agreed to write to the Diversity Officer at
Kent Police informing them of a
homophobic poster displayed on the
Parish and Church noticeboards.
• Congratulated the village teenagers who
had won £500 in an alcohol awareness
competition. They will decide how the
money is spent within the village.
• Agreed to invite QS4 to a public meeting to
discuss the proposed erection of a mobile
telephone mast in the spire at the Church.
• Were informed that the planning
application 06/1279 13 Monkton Road had
been refused.

01843 821274
Function
room
available for
meetings and
celebrations

Anne & Mike
welcome you to an

Eggcellent Easter
atThe Bell

REST ASSURED HOME AND PET CARE
The Insured Family Housesitting Service
Established 1999 - Police Checked
We offer security for your property
and care for your pets

The Unique Service For Unique People
Due to demand we are looking for mature representatives to work for us.

The next meeting of
Minster Parish Council
will be held on:
Tuesday, April 10th, 2007 at 7pm
in the Neighbourhood Centre.
Members of the public are welcome to attend
and can arrange to speak to the Council through
the Clerk or by requesting the Chairman before
the start of the meeting.
Copies of the Agenda are available from the
Clerk and are posted in the Library.
Clerk to the Council is Mrs Kyla Lamb and the
Council office is normally open from
9.30 am - 12 noon weekdays;
tel: 821339 fax: 825269
Email: minsterpc@tiscali.co.uk
Parish Assembly - April 24th
Following Council Meeting May 8th

Minster Action for Tourism,
Culture and Heritage (MATCH)
The MATCH Board meets on the
3rd Tuesday of each month in the
Neighbourhood Centre, at 7.30pm.
Residents are welcome to attend, and can raise
questions or comments through the Chairman.
Contact MATCH c/o Library
4A Monkton Rd, Minster CT12 4EA

You must love animals and have no ties

01843 823177 07802 882897
www.restassuredhousesitters.co.uk

The
Salon

A
WELLA
Premier
Salon

61, High Street
Minster
Tel:
01843 824000

Free Consultations
Free Refreshments
Closed Mondays

SECURATEL
Reliable qualified Electricians
All aspects of wiring undertaken
BURGLAR ALARMS
TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS
T.V AERIAL’S-SKY SATELLITE
*Reasonable rates* Free estimates*
Discount for OAP’S*
Contact: Julie Beaney, Minster 01843/823466
Gary Hake, Canterbury 01227 472612
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